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Bur Oak Blight at Pleasant Valley 
Conservancy
By Tom Brock

For the first time this year, a small number of bur 
oaks at Pleasant Valley Conservancy State Natural 

Area have acquired bur oak blight, a relatively new 
bur oak disease. The disease shows in the leaves, 
and symptoms first appeared in early August. 

Pleasant Valley Conservancy (PVC) is a 140-acre 
preserve in southcentral Wisconsin, about 5 miles 
southwest of Black Earth. It consists of extensive 
restored oak savannas, dry, mesic and wet prairies, 
wetlands and oak woods. In 2006, 37 acres were 
donated to TPE along with a conservation easement 
on the remaining land. 

Bur oak blight exhibits purple-brown lesions 
along the veins on the underside of the leaves. 
These lesions gradually expand, and in many cases, 
the leaf turns completely brown. During the sum-
mer, black fruiting structures of the causal agent, 
the fungus (Tubakia iowensis), appear and are diag-
nostic for the disease (Harrington, T.C.; McNew, D., 
and Young Yun, H. 2012.)

The disease was first discovered in Iowa by Har-
rington and co-workers in the 1990s, and is now 
known to be present in Minnesota, Illinois and Wis-
consin. This is the first year we noticed it at PVC. 

Apparently, the disease occurs only on bur oaks. 
There are several subspecies of bur oak in the Mid-
west, and the disease has only been observed on a 
variety of bur oak (Quercus macrocarpa var. olivifor-
mis) that produces smaller acorns. Interestingly, it 
was because of this connection that we first noticed 
some of our bur oaks are the small-acorn variety.

It’s not clear whether this new pathogen is a 
recent arrival to the Midwest, or whether a shift in 
climate may be responsible. The symptoms seem to 
develop when the humidity is high. Because we had
Continued on Page 4 
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Executive Director 
Message
Chris Kirkpatrick, Executive Director

O ver the winter, Board President Scott Ful-
ton and I again visited each chapter to 

discuss feedback we received last year. One key 
effort we implemented, led by TPE Treasurer 
Alice Mirk, was to create a detailed report on the 

responsibilities of the Central Staff, which includes Joe Rising, Communica-
tions Coordinator; Jerry Pedretti, Bookkeeper and myself. 

As Scott and I discussed this report with chapter leaders, we received 
positive feedback. Chapters greatly appreciate the improvements made 
to the financial management services provided by Jerry. The chapters also 
reported having increased their outreach and communications with the 
support of Joe, and several chapter liaisons worked with Joe this winter to 
develop or expand their uses of eNews and Facebook. 

The feedback also points out the need to improve our membership ser-
vices, which the Board and staff have prioritized for 2018. 

Two other initiatives identified were: 1) how to get more prescribed 
fire on the landscape, and 2) how to better serve TPE landowner members. 
TPE’s Land Management Committee is finalizing a basic fire training course 
for chapters to use. Many chapters have expressed interest in launching the 
training this spring burn season. Please look for these opportunities with 
your local chapter as they become available throughout the year. 

During chapter visits, we also learned that every chapter has landowner 
members busy managing their own properties, and aren’t always able to par-
ticipate in chapter work parties or prescribed burns. We heard these land-
owners ask for support in managing and protecting their own properties. 
This winter, the Board developed a landowner survey, which is now available 
on TPE’s website, and is highlighted by Scott in this edition of the Promoter 
(see Pg. 3). We are asking landowners to complete the survey by the end of 
spring.

We intend to use the survey results to help us know what landowners 
need as we balance our time and focus on supporting chapters, managing 
our properties and growing as a land trust. 

This is the final year of our current strategic plan, and the Board will be 
working on the next 3- to 5-year plan. As we look ahead, we realize input and 
participation from each chapter is vital to the plan’s development. We also 
appreciate input and comments from all TPE members, and welcome your 
thoughts and ideas on how we can grow and advance prairie conservation in 
the next few years. 

Please email, call or stop by TPE’s office in Viroqua and share your ideas. 
We really value your input in defining the future of prairie conservation in the 
upper Midwest. By working together, we are poised to grow our member-
ship, leverage our prodigious land management, and enhance our strategic 
land protection. I look forward to working with you all in the coming year.

(Front page photo by Debra Noell)
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President’s Message
Scott Fulton, President

As The Prairie Enthusiasts 
grows and becomes more 

complex, strategic planning 
becomes ever more important. 
Our current plan was approved by 
the Board in December 2015 and 

calls for a focus on how the overall organization (including 
the staff, board and committees) can better help the chapters 
carry out their own goals.  We have certainly been doing that, 
and the chapter visits that Chris Kirkpatrick and I have been 
making recently are part of that process.  Along the way, I’ve 
been deeply impressed with how much is happening at the 
local chapter level.  I’m more convinced than ever that TPE’s 
unique strength arises from being a substantial regional orga-
nization that carries out its mission through grassroots volun-
teer action at the local level.

We are now developing our next strategic plan. My plan-
ning experience in the business world has taught me that the 
process can be more important than the final results. In keep-
ing with our focus on chapters, we clearly need to involve the 
leadership of each of the chapters in the planning process, 
and we are now looking at how we can best do so over the 
coming year. We want to find ways in which everyone can 
have a voice, and the landowner services survey (see explana-
tion below) is one way you let us know what you think.

 One new element that came from the current 2015 
strategic plan was a Statement of Values for TPE. This was 
not widely shared at the time, but as we embark on a new 
planning process, it seems fitting for all of us to consider this 
Statement as a starting point for our new plan:

Stewardship  We are responsible for restoring and 
maintaining ecosystem health on the lands we manage, inte-
grating considerations of the past, present and future, using 
the best available scientific and practical knowledge.

Sustainability We strive to insure the organization and 
its resources can fulfill the stewardship responsibilities we 
undertake in perpetuity.

Collaboration We foster open, welcoming coopera-
tion, teamwork and mutual respect among chapters, volun-
teers, members, staff and outside organizations.

Education We actively seek to learn and promote 
learning from the land itself and from each other, through 
open-minded observation, scientific research, best practices 
and hands-on experience.

Respect We celebrate and honor the diversity of 
members, volunteers, donors and staff, and the contribution 
each person makes toward our mission.

Supportive We provide consistent and adequate 
support for the enthusiastic work of our volunteers and staff.

Please let me know what you think 
(president@ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org)

Make your Voice Heard – Take TPE Landowner Survey Now 
By Scott Fulton, President

A s part of our strategic planning process, TPE is looking to 
learn more about the needs of landowners working on 

or interested in restorations of prairies and savannas on their 
own properties. We are also looking for input from our non-
landowner members. We invite you to participate and make 
your voice heard by filling out an online survey on our website.

 www.theprairieenthusiasts.org/content.asp?contentid=286

Many of TPE’s most passionate and knowledgeable mem-
bers are landowners with their own prairie and savanna rem-
nants and restorations.  In addition, we receive many inquiries 
from nonmember landowners looking to learn more and get 
help with their land.  Our major focus as an organization has 

been on protection, management and education focused on 
the TPE-owned properties and easements, and the publicly 
protected sites on which our volunteer chapters work.  As a 
result, we may not be meeting the needs of our landowner 
members (and potential members) as well as we could. 

As part of developing our next strategic plan, we are con-
sidering ideas for providing more support for landowners.  
The first step is to better understand the needs, and this sur-
vey is an important step to help us do so.

The survey is available online now. Please take a few min-
utes to let us know more about your thoughts and needs, 
either as a landowner or TPE member.
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Bur Oak Blight at PVC Continued from Page 1

a rainy summer, this may be partly responsible for its pres-
ence at PVC.

To be certain that we did, indeed, have bur oak blight, we 
had infected leaves analyzed at the UW-Madison Plant Dis-
ease Diagnostic Laboratory. The report was positive for blight 
but negative for oak wilt, a more common oak disease (but 
not very common in bur oaks.)

 To get an idea of the extent of the problem at PVC, res-
toration staff did a survey of our bur oaks. It’s fairly easy to 

recognize an infected tree because of the brown leaves. Each 
tree in our database is numbered, and we have its GPS coordi-
nates, so I was able to create a map showing the distribution 
of the disease. As the map shows, most of the infected trees 
were in a single location, at the upper edge of the property.

We will be monitoring our bur oaks next year and later. 
We hope the disease isn’t fatal because one of our patri-
arch bur oaks at the top edge of the North Woods is heav-
ily infected and is defoliating. For more information, the U.S. 
Forest Service has a brochure on bur oak blight, which can be 
found at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/naspf/sites/default/files/
bob_print.pdf

Also, a scientific paper describing this disease can be 
found at www.public.iastate.edu/˜tcharrin/BOB.pdf

References Cited
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blight, a new disease on Quercus macrocarpa caused by Tubakia 
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Grouping of infected bur oak leaves. 
(Photo by Tom Brock.)

Map of survey results showing spread of bur oak blight. 
(Graphics courtesty Tom Brock)

https://www.fs.usda.gov/naspf/sites/default/files/bob_print.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/naspf/sites/default/files/bob_print.pdf
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The Value of Ecological Restoration
By David Cordray  

Thighs throbbing from the 
weight of a backpack sprayer 

and tearing through raspberry 
canes, I inch up the wooded hill-
side spraying garlic mustard and 

Japanese hedge parsley with blue-dyed herbicide. Like many 
practitioners, I’m taking advantage of their tendency to stay 
green well into winter. I find a native wild columbine that is 
still green, and as I lean over to pull a nearby invasive plant, I 
unwittingly brush my hair across a sticktight weed. Wincing as 
I remove the little Velcro-like seeds from my bangs, I hear the 
landowner shout: “What’s going on over there?” 

I walk over to greet him. 
As we discuss progress and to-do lists, I can’t help but 

be impressed with all the resources and persistence he has 
devoted to bring his land back from dominating invasive spe-
cies to diverse native plant and animal communities. As our 
conversation ends with the next short-term plan, I watch his 
eyes scan the white oak woodland, drift through the bur oak 
savanna, sweep across the expansive tallgrass prairie, follow 
along the meandering trout stream 
corridor, before resting momentarily 
on the distant sedge meadow. He 
returns from his panoramic vista of 
his property and says: “If we hadn’t 
started when we did, we would have 
nothing to look at today.”

His words reflect the stark con-
trast in diversity of life between his 
land, after 17 years of ecological res-
toration, and the neighboring lands. 
Sportsmen, such as hunters and fish-
ermen, crave access to his game-rich 
lands. Bird watchers visit in hopes 
of adding a rare bird species to their 
“Life List.” Natural foods enthusiasts 
come to seek out berries, nuts and 
mushrooms. Scientists ask to study 
endangered plant and animal communities. Nature and open-
space enthusiasts visit to escape the craziness of our modern 
world. 

Even those who view nature from afar seem to appreci-
ate the uniqueness of his property. As I’m pumping gas the 
same day at a nearby filling station, I hear a woman say: “That 
place up on the hill sure is striking. I love the way the colors 
change through the season. I wonder where all those plants 
are from?”

I respond by saying those plant communities represent 
how the land looked before major land-alteration practices 
and the onslaught of invasive species. She breaks her stare 
away from his property and turns it on me. Disbelief shapes 
her facial expressions. She abruptly ends our short conversa-
tion with: “Well, that place sure is beautiful.”   

The landowner’s insightful words hang with me the rest 
of the day and dominate my thoughts. The words are simple 

enough, but the underlying emotions and feelings they evoke 
are not! Why is it that this man sees his land as an extension 
of his family, whereas another sees it only as property? How 
does one come to view land through an ecological lens rather 
than just an economic one? What motivates a person to invest 
resources into ecological restoration? Does ecological resto-
ration provide value for all of us?

These are big questions with eluding answers. I suspect 
causes for how people develop a caring land ethic are expe-
riential in nature and lead to an intimate and observational 
relationship with the land. It’s these observational powers 
that reveal the “health” of the land and perhaps the rationale 
in seeking more ecological knowledge. Reasons for restoring 
land tend to originate from core values deep within a per-
son, and they often grow stronger over time. Articulating the 
"why restore" is difficult, but the following are a few reasons 
to consider:

The nostalgia created by reading descriptive accounts of 
the landscape from the first settlers of the region can create 
a sense of loss. Many want to see, and share, examples of this 
stunning history today.

A strong desire to return family 
lands back to what they were "when I 
was a child.” Witnessing the continual 
ecological erosion of our landscapes 
over a lifetime, and the desire to pre-
serve some "natural heritage" for 
future generations.

Recognizing the privilege of land 
ownership and the sense of responsi-
bility of being a good land steward.

Does ecological restoration 
provide value to all of us? This is an 
important question, and our collec-
tive societal answer will impact for-
ever what we view and experience as 
“nature.”  We know ecological resto-
ration management activities, such as 
control of invasive species, help pro-

tect our food supply chain and many other important natu-
ral resources industries. We know the enrichment of native 
habitat through ecological restoration provides outstanding 
recreational opportunities for all outdoor enthusiasts. We 
know ecological restoration is key to saving our most endan-
gered ecosystems and critical in maintaining the earth’s biodi-
versity. While some may argue how to quantitatively measure 
the economic value of the above ecological restoration activi-
ties, few can argue they don’t matter.      

But perhaps the real value of ecological restoration, 
one that escapes measurement, is how ecological restora-
tion defines us as a people. It acknowledges that people and 
nature are one. Our connections with each other, our lands 
and our environment identify who we are, from where we 
have come, and where we hope to go. At some point, we real-
ize, that connections and experiences with people and nature 
Continued on Page 6

But perhaps the real value of 
ecological restoration, one that 
escapes measurement, is how 

ecological restoration defines us 
as a people. It acknowledges that 

people and nature are one. 
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The Value of Ecological Restoration continued

is all we really have in life that lasts. A connection with nature 
evokes feelings and emotions, and we learn more about our-
selves. 

 Tending and caring for the land allows us to connect 
to a world much bigger than our own. Giving back to the land 
that has provided everything for us satisfies a basic human 
need to be needed. We have needed, and still need, the land. 
But today, more than ever, the land needs us. 

We restore to correct the ecological ignorance of our 
past. Not to place blame on our predecessors, but to embrace 
and celebrate what we have learned, and to demonstrate our 
greatest human strengths of discovery, creativity and love.  

David Cordray is a professional restoration practitioner. 
This blog post is reprinted with permission from 

environmentalreturn.com/blog

Threatened Woolly 
Milkweed Needs You
By Rich Henderson

Wanted: Human Pollinators
The diminutive woolly milkweed (Asclepias lanuginosa) 

has become rare throughout its range (northern prairies of 
central North America). It’s listed as a threatened species in 
Wisconsin. Most remaining populations are small and iso-
lated, and are no longer producing seed. They are persist-
ing only by vegetative clones. Although many of these small 
populations have dozens, if not hundreds, of stems, recent 
genetic work has shown these to represent only one to a few 
genetic individuals. Researchers believe these small popula-
tions may be suffering from inbreeding depression, and thus 
may require out crossing of pollen among the sites to produce 
viable seeds.  The populations are now too far apart for bees 
and other pollinators to do the job. 

They need our help.
TPE Empire-Sauk Chapter is looking for volunteers to 

become adept at transferring pollen among woolly milkweed 
populations. The chapter manages three sites with woolly 
milkweed, none of which is producing viable seed pods. Our 
goal is to transfer enough genetic material via pollen among 
the sites to overcome inbreeding depression and to produce 
enough seed to use in restoring woolly milkweed to protected 
sites that have lost the species.

Transferring milkweed pollen is doable, but it is a rather 
tedious job that requires some skill and practice, especially in 
the smaller milkweed species. If you would like to develop the 
skill needed to be a woolly milkweed pollinator and help in its 
recovery, please contact Rich Henderson (tpe.rhenderson@
tds.net, 608-845-7056). Requirements are a steady hand, 
good up-close vison (natural or corrected), patience, tenacity, 
time and availability from late May to mid-June.

Woolly milkweed (Asclepias lanuginosa)
Photo by Andy Paulios

Paul & Robin Anderson
Randall Ballweg
Jane Barnett
Greg "Ole" Bauer
Kinstone
Kent & Linda Bergemann
Prescott Bergh
Jamie Bertram
Wayne Block
Robert & Nan Boss, DVM
Cynthia Bridges
Roberta Bumann
Brenda Calvert
Amy & Rick Chamberlin
Cathy Chybowski
Brennan DeLap
Robert Ebert
Jim Ellis
Matt Emslie
Gary & Sue Evers
Peg Furshong & Steve   
 Petrich
Kathleen Hoelscher
Mary Hogan
David Johnson
David Kiefer
Jeffrey Kirst
Tim Kohl
Heidi Krattiger
Jeffrey Kuzma
Paul & Lori Lackner

Carolyn & Richard Larkin
David Lavallee
Martha Livingston
Peter S. Marshall
Gretchen McCoy
Sheri Moor
Mike Mossman & Lisa 
 Hartman
Donald Mowry & Martha  
 Munger
Patricia Mullins & James   
 Smith
Rich & Jeni Pearce
Gerald & Elizabeth Pelishek
Joshua Pletzer
Quam Bloedorn Family
Thomas Rice
Justin Shrader
Mark Steingraeber
Erin Syth
Patty Trnka
Christopher Walchuk
Steve Warble & Kimberley  
 Haag
Craig & LeAnn Watson
Kay Weibel
Robert & Jennifer Winding
Matt Zine

Welcome New 
Members

June 1, 2017 - February 15, 2018

mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
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BugGuide.net – A Website Worth Exploring on the Fly
By Marci Hess and MJ Hatfield

Many of us are interested in the biota living in the eco-
systems we work hard to save and protect, and learn-

ing about them enhances our work and enriches our lives. 
While I didn’t set out to work with insects, I suppose it’s ser-
endipitous that during the course of my ecosystem restora-
tion work, insects began to intrigue me. My mom tells me 
I’ve always liked them –eating them instead of dirt! Once I 
had cataloged the mammals, birds and herptiles on our land, 
the next logical step was insects.

This curiosity turned into a passion. 
I began my insect journey using photography. I’m not 

unique in this aspect. Digital cameras have revolutionized 
insect study. We can take great photos with sufficient detail 
to make an identification, which has taken insect knowledge 
and interest to a new level. 

Equally as revolutionary is BugGuide.net.  This site was 
created by Troy Bartlett, a computer programmer who loved 
insect photography. Bartlett calls it “an online community 
of naturalists who enjoy learning about and sharing obser-
vations of insects, spiders, and other related creatures.” Its 
success soon outgrew its first home, and it’s now housed by 
Iowa State University.

BugGuide.net is the pinnacle of citizen science. Refer-
enced and contributed to by anyone, from citizen scientists 
to academics to professionals, it’s more than just photos. 
You can find physical details about the insects, their habi-
tats, food sources, identifying characteristics, ranges and 

references. 
For such a colos-

sal resource, it’s sur-
prisingly easy to use. 
You can click on one 
of the insect silhou-
ettes along the left 
hand column, and it 
will take you directly 
to that order. You also 
can search for a par-
ticular family, genus 
or species.

This site provides 
photos of unique and 
unusual behaviors, as 
well as species not 
found on other sites. 
Making a contribu-
tion to the better-
ment of our world 
motivates me, but I 

never thought it would be in the world of insects. Yet, armed 
with only a camera, my photo made history on BugGuide.net 
when a guide page was created for this not-so-common fly 
found on my land in Lafayette County!

Because of BugGuide.net, Harlan Ratcliff learned of a fas-
cinating mating ritual. The females of the long-tailed dance 
fly (Rhamphomyia longicauda) inflate their abdomens to trick 
the males into thinking they are filled with eggs. Why would 
they want to trick the males? Mating behavior dictates the 
male offer the female a food item in exchange for mating. 

What if you find an inter-
esting marking on a leaf or 
a gorgeous orange struc-
ture? Or better yet, both? 
BugGuide.net has a section 
for these findings. You can 
post a photo or look up any-
thing from eggs to larvae 
to leaf mines to droppings. 
I found an orange object 
on the back of an oddly pat-
terned leaf (see photos pg. 
8). I posted them on Bug-
Guide and would you believe 
these are from a fly? It’s a 
columbine leafminer (Phy-
tomyza aquilegivora). Before 
BugGuide, I would have 
marveled at this but never 
known what it was.  

If you like a good mys-
tery or better yet, solving 
one, BugGuide can help! 
Ironweed (Vernonia sp.) is a common plant in our area. In 
December, MJ found a spent fly puparia (the shield around  
the pupa) in the seed head. Based on the host plant and loca-
tion, the fly was tentatively identified as Neaspilota alba.  
Continued on next page

This fly is a star in Lafayette County, Wis., and as of yet, 
has no common name. Here’s Cryptomeigenia illinoiensis 

Photo courtesy: bugguide.net/node/view/1481337

Screen capture for the front page of Bug-
Guide.net. Photo courtesy 

bugguide.net/node/view/15740
(Top) Female before inflating 

(Bottom) Female after inflating. 
Notice the color change of 

the abdomen. Photos by 
Harlan Ratcliff.

https://bugguide.net/node/view/1481337
https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740
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BugGuide.net – a website worth exploring on the fly, 
Continued

Until an adult fly is found, the exact identifi-
cation will remain a best guess. If you know of a 
patch of ironweed, check it out this year, catch 
a fly and post a photo to BugGuide.net and help 
solve this mystery. 

There are incredible numbers and incred-
ible diversity in the insect world, and relatively 
few are identified, described, and named, much 
less studied for behavior. For years, identifying 
insects required using dichotomous keys.  Find-
ing those keys was not easy and once found, 
how up to date were they? Then after struggling 
through the keys, coming up with an identifica-
tion, who could confirm it? 

 Citizen scientists make valuable and significant con-
tributions to science. This is especially so in the insect world. 
Whether you are a user or a contributor or an editor, Bug-
Guide.net is an important addition to understanding our 
ecosystems.

Note the spent puparium. Wow! One must be looking closely to 
find these little nuggets of nature.  

(Photo by MJ Hatfield)

The pupa and leaf mine found on columbine leafminer. You can see 
how I’ve linked the pupa and the leaf mine on 

BugGuide so it’s known the pupa was found on this leaf. 
(Photo courtesy bugguide.net/node/view/1446475)

Notice how the seeds form around the puparia. 
(Photo by MJ Hatfield)

https://bugguide.net/node/view/1446475
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Midwestern Native Shrubs &Trees: 
Gardening Alternatives to Nonnative Species 
An Illustrated Guide - Book Review 

By Walter Mirk

In the interest of full disclosure, I favorably reviewed Char-
lotte Adelman and Bernard Schwartz’s Prairie Directory of 

North America in an issue of the The Prairie Promoter more 
than a dozen years ago. And in 2015, Adelman and Schwartz 
generously donated a dry-mesic prairie and 
savanna ― the Adelman-Schwartz Preserve ― 
to TPE. In 2016, the Glacial Prairie Chapter of TPE 
began management of the preserve, our very 
first and thus far, only property. In the process 
of developing the preserve’s management plan, 
in concert with the chapter’s dedicated steward-
ship volunteers, I had frequent email contact 
with Adelman. Alas, I have yet to enjoy the plea-
sure and privilege of meeting either author.  

Midwestern Native Shrubs and Trees is 
intended as a companion to the authors’ The 
Midwestern Native Garden: Native Alternatives 
to Nonnative Flowers and Plants―An Illustrated 
Guide. The book under review was inspired by the 
authors’ sudden anguished realization that most 
of their own native garden’s border of berry-and 
fruit-producing trees and shrubs were nonnative, and some 
were even invasive species. 

With power and a sense of urgency, the “Preface” of the 
book explains its rationale. A deceased friend, a Native Ameri-
can elder, would approve of the authors’ ability to “make 
things small,” which refers to the ability to communicate 
important concepts with an economy of words. The “Intro-
duction” expands upon the theme and is well-reasoned, won-
derfully written and compelling―very compelling. By the 
time I finished this part of the book, it became difficult to put 
it aside. 

The body of the work is organized by seasons of the year, 
beginning with “Spring” (Chapter 1). Each of the four chapters 
lists and describes nonnative trees and shrubs commonly used 
in landscapes in Eastern North America, followed by native 
alternatives. There’s no need to elaborate further because 
the section preceding the chapters entitled “How to Use This 
Book” explains the organization and all relevant information. 
I will comment that the organization and the presentation of 
highly useful information accompanied as they are by beauti-
ful photographs (most taken by Schwartz) firmly establishes 
the utility and accessibility of the book. In fact, this book fills a 
very large gap; I know of none like it.

There’s a staggering amount of work that went into the 
creation of Midwestern Native Shrubs and Trees as even a 
glance at the “Notes,” “Glossary” and “Selected Bibliogra-
phy and Resources” that follow the last chapter amply dem-
onstrate. Readers especially will want to take a close look at 
“Selected Resources” for information that will help them find 
sources for native shrubs and trees.

Since 1978, much of my energy has been directed toward 

helping to restore and manage prairie, savanna and oak 
woodland, and most of my energy has been so directed since 
I retired 10 years ago. The work primarily has been subtrac-
tive in nature ― removing invasive herbaceous and woody 

vegetation, and when needed, re-seeding areas 
with native forbs and grasses (I leave fire to oth-
ers now). Landscaping is an altogether different 
endeavor. 

Not all TPE members live on or adjacent to 
the natural communities we strive to preserve 
and manage. Some members can’t participate 
in stewardship activities because of time con-
straints, physical limitations or distance, yet 
want to make a personal contribution to creating 
a landscape that enhances biodiversity of native 
flora and fauna. This book should be considered 
indispensable for them. I will buy the review copy 
and already have people in mind as recipients of 
a very useful gift. 

 I fear that we are in imminent danger of los-
ing the struggle to protect Earth’s continually 

diminishing biodiversity. When I review the last 36 years, I 
believe that we are, in fact, fighting a rear-guard action and 
are, without doubt, losing ground. This belief has been rein-
forced by books such as Elizabeth Kolbert’s Field Notes from a 
Catastrophe and The Sixth Extinction, and Michael Klare’s The 
Race for What’s Left (written before it became established 
that we are running out of sand suitable for concrete and 
other uses crucial to modern industrial culture). 

That is not to say we should give up and go home (or 
worse, to the mall). The struggle merits dedicated, unflagging 
effort because it’s the right thing to do. The question I ask 
myself is “How long 
can the Earth hold 
out?” Adelman and 
Schwartz have pro-
vided some arrows 
that we can add to 
our quivers. That may 
provide some sorely 
needed comfort and 
offers many an oppor-
tunity to join the 
struggle wherever 
they live. For that, we 
should be grateful to 
the authors. 

Adelman, Charlotte, and Schwartz, Bernard L. (2016) Mid-
western Native Shrubs and Trees: Gardening Alternatives to 
Nonnative Species ― An Illustrated Guide. Athens: Ohio Univer-
sity Press.

Authors Charlotte Adelman & Bernard 
Schwartz
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Farewell to One of TPE’s Patron Saints
David MacGregor
By Walter Mirk

David MacGregor passed from this life on Dec. 29, 2017, at 
his home in Milwaukee, which he shared with his wife, 

Helen. David and Helen were high school sweethearts in 
Watertown, Wis., and married in 1954. 

David subsequently received his law degree from the UW-
Madison where he served as Editor-In-Chief of The Law Review 
from 1955-56. When David graduated in 1956, he was named 
“Graduate of the Year.” 

The couple subsequently 
returned to Watertown 
where David practiced law at 
the firm of Kading and Mac-
Gregor. In 1959, they moved 
to Milwaukee where David 
joined the law firm of Wood, 
Brady, Tyrell and Bruce. This 
firm later merged with, and 
became, Quarles and Brady, 
LLP, in 1974. David became 
a partner in the firm ― one 
of Wisconsin’s most presti-
gious ― and practiced trust 
and estate law until his retire-
ment in 2001.

David and Helen pur-
chased an old farm in rural 
northeastern Grant County 
in 1968. They and their fam-
ily really loved the land and 
spent many of their happiest times there. Those of us who had 
the pleasure of visiting David and Helen at their farm can fully 
understand their love of the place. Visitors also enjoyed David 
and Helen’s genuinely warm welcome and graciousness. 

The MacGregors later worked with the Mississippi Valley 
Conservancy to protect the property’s beauty and serenity 
into perpetuity, a real boon to the abundance of wildlife that 
find sanctuary there.

The purchase of their farm was destined to play a signifi-
cant role in the history of TPE two decades later. The South-
west Wisconsin Prairie Enthusiasts (SWPE) was in its infancy 
when David and Helen alerted the small, recently formed 
group that a 13.7 acre wet prairie across the county highway 
from their farm was available for purchase. Then they donated 
$4,750 ― far more than SWPE had in its coffers ― to purchase 
the Thomas Wet Prairie.  

Their generosity did more than save a wet prairie remnant 
harboring more than 200 species of native forbs, sedges and 
grasses; it also energized SWPE in a significant way. David, 
in a casual and genuinely modest manner, suggested that a 
friend and law partner likely would be willing to give a speech 
at a dedication ceremony. And so it was that in 1989 former 
Gov. Tony Earl, accompanied by his daughter, drove to Grant 
County and gave a great speech. 

It was evident to those of us in attendance that the gover-
nor and David had much in common, and there was no doubt 
about why they were close friends. Both were eloquent, intel-
ligent, principled, down-to-earth and passionate about the 
environment.

As small local groups of prairie and savanna activists 
began discussions of joining forces, some individuals sug-
gested applying for tax exempt status as a 501(c)(3) organiza-

tion. We quickly learned that 
first, Articles of Incorpora-
tion and bylaws needed to be 
written. At that time, there 
was no active member in the 
entire group of loosely asso-
ciated prairie and savanna 
devotees who had the skills 
and knowledge to undertake 
this complicated process. 
David generously agreed to 
volunteer his time to write 
the Articles of Incorporation 
and bylaws, thus securing 
TPEs non-profit status. They 
were so well written that only 
minor changes have been 
needed over the years.

“David was instrumental 
legally and financially in the 
purchase of our first prop-

erty,” added Gary Eldred, TPE member for 30 years. “I don’t 
know what we would have done without him in the early 
days.” 

Perhaps dozens of individuals across south central and 
southwest Wisconsin and northwest Illinois can lay legitimate 
claim to being co-founders of TPE. And many people since 
that bygone era have made, and continue to make, significant 
contributions of their own time, talent and resources to build-
ing a regional land trust with a real and very positive impact. 
But David and Helen MacGregor are TPE’s Patron Saints. Even 
if other saints come along in the future, David and Helen will 
remain first among equals.

A celebration of David’s life will be planned in the com-
ing months. Memorials may be made in David’s name to: Mis-
sissippi Valley Conservancy, PO Box 2611, 1309 Norplex Dr.,      
Suite 9, Lacrosse, Wis. 54602.

Helen and David MacGregor (on left), Gov. Tony Earl (holding picture) 
and Gary Eldred at the dedication of the Thomas Wet Prairie
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Prairie Promoters Remembered 
Dan Sonnenberg

Daniel “Dan” J. Sonnen-
berg, 57, of Oxford, Wis., 

died Nov. 18, 2017. Born Aug. 
19, 1960, in Reedsburg, Wis. 
Dan was the son of Richard and 
Beverly (Rice) Sonnenberg. He 
graduated from Mazomanie 
High School in 1978, and mar-
ried Doreen Jones on Oct. 1, 
1982, at McFarlane Road Bible 
Church in Portage, Wis.

Dan worked as an electri-
cian for Electric Construction 
of Madison. He was an active 
member of The Prairie Enthu-
siasts – Prairie Sands Chapter 
and North American Butterfly Association where he acted as 
Vice President for their Southern Wisconsin Chapter. Many 
happy hours were spent identifying butterflies for land-
owners, counting rare and endangered species, and taking 
beautiful photographs, which he shared with anyone and 
everyone. He loved being outdoors ― walking natural areas, 
hunting and fishing with friends, and observing every detail 
nature had to offer.

He is survived by his wife, Doreen Sonnenberg of Oxford; 
children, Derrick Sonnenberg of Madison and Dana Sonnen-
berg of St. Paul, Minnesota; his parents, Richard and Beverly 
Sonnenberg of  Westfield, Wis.; brothers, Mark (Patricia) Son-

nenberg of Mazomanie, and Jeff (Trina) Sonnenberg of Nucla, 
Colo., along with many other relatives and dear friends.

Services were Nov. 27 at Grace Bible Church in Portage, 
with the Rev. Jeremy Edmondson and Dr. Steven Corbett 
officiating. In memorial, the Prairie Sands Chapter has sent a 
donation to North American Butterfly Association earmarked 
for Swamp Metalmark Research, a species of particular con-
cern for Dan.

Dan and Doreen Sonnenberg’s Oxford, Wis., barn showing all the butterflies that visited their farm.

Dan Sonnenberg (far right) at last summer’s 
TPE Observatory Hill Field Trip
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2018 TPE Annual Conference & Banquet
By Jim Rogala

Another successful TPE annual conference and banquet 
brought out more than 230 people on a chilly Saturday, 

Feb. 24 at UW-La Crosse. This year’s conference was hosted 
by the Coulee Region Chapter and organized with the help of 
TPE Central Staff. 

The day began with a relevant and troubling keynote 
address by Dr. Karen Oberhauser, Director of the UW-Madison 
Arboretum, describing the population status, ecology and 
conservation of monarch butterflies. A wide range of prairie-
related topics followed, including large-scale restoration, pri-
vate land conservation, invasive species, reptiles and more. 
Prairie enthusiasts were able to choose from 12 talks and two 
panel discussions. The day ended with a social hour and din-
ner banquet that provided attendees with more time to talk 
prairie. After dinner, Dr. Barrett Klein from UW-La Crosse, in 
an insect costume, provided a fascinating overview of cultural 
entomology in an informative and entertaining manner.

Once again, the annual raffle and silent auction were orga-
nized by Evanne Hunt and raised $3,265 to support the activi-
ties of TPE’s chapters. The winner of the annual TPE Photo 
Contest, which had 45 entries by 17 photographers, narrowed 
down to five by the host chapter, was Randy Schindle’s photo 
“Rusty Patched Bumble Bee on Anise Hyssop.” Our second 
year of the “haiku contest” produced 19 short writings on 
prairies. Here is the winner:

Wine red wind blown grasses
dappled sun and shade
feeds my heart, feeds my soul

Alice Mirk

The volunteer organizing committee for the conference 
included Scott Cooper, Donna Justin, Don Nelson and Jim 
Rogala. Everyone involved would like to thank all the speakers 
and presenters, the staff at UW-La Crosse, our sponsors and 
exhibitors, and the many volunteers who all contributed to 
making the event a tremendous success! Hope to see many 
of you at next year’s conference at UW-Stout in Menomonie.

Photo contest winner 2018 is Rusty Patched Bumble Bee on 
Anise Hyssop by Randy Schindle

Keynote speaker Dr. Karen Oberhauser talks monarchs. 
(Photo by Debra Noell)

Talks during the concurrent sessions offered information on a variety 
of prairie-related topics. (Photo by Erik Thomsen)
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Swamplovers Keep Going after 30 Years 
By Rob Baller

On Aug. 5, 1987, Joe Kuehn and H. Lee Swanson bought 
about 600 acres of rolling hills, marsh and cornfields 

along County Highway KP, less than a mile west of Cross 
Plains, Wis. The price was $380,000. Their intent was to keep 
the property for hunting and outdoor recreation. Now, more 
than 30 years later, 
the land known as 
Swamplovers proves 
a sterling example 
of how an idea and 
investment can leave a 
legacy for generations 
to come.  

Thanks to 
Swamplovers, 460 
acres of what could 
have been prime devel-
opment land in Dane 
County will be pro-
tected and managed 
for recreation into 
perpetuity. This year, 
Swamplovers is transi-
tioning the care of the 
land to the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance (IATA). 

Back in 1987, five 
local businessmen, all 
gentleman hunters, 
formed a Sub S corporation with shareholders Swanson, Joe 
Kuehn, Tom Kuehn, Jerry Goth and (briefly) Jimmy Kuehn. 
Joe Kuehn coined the name “Swamplovers” jesting that 
neighbor folk might think them crazy for buying so much 
“unproductive swamp land.”

A year later, they sold 141 acres on the east side of KP 
for 4 lots. This gave them money for natural land manage-
ment on the remaining 460 acres. They rented to farmers and 
enrolled in the new Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), 
thereby starting their first prairie planting. With help from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, they began what ultimately 
would be 19 constructed ponds on the property (3 natural 
ponds were already present.) Swamplovers built access trails; 
hunting and trapping rules were established, pheasants were 
stocked with the support and enthusiasm of Pheasants For-
ever, and prescribed burning began. By 1991, Swamplovers 
had added their first duck and goose nest platforms and blue-
bird nesting boxes.

In 1997, Swamplovers had one of the high hills cleared by 
bulldozer to create a picnic area. Many trees were removed, 
exposing tenacious prairie plants still hanging on. Swanson 
vividly recalls how he found stiff gentians rising from the dirt 
footprint where a giant red cedar tree used to be. They also 
found four pale purple cone flowers, which at the time were 
the farthest north recorded by TPE, according to Swanson. 
Now there are thousands. 

This resurgence (along with encouragement from Gary 
Eldred and Rich Henderson, among others) fostered Swamplo-
vers’ growing interest in prairie restoration. They had already 
started burns, and now they were evolving toward complete 
natural ecosystem recovery. Funding and technical sup-
port also came from Farm Service Agency (FSA), National 

Resource Conserva-
tion Services (NRCS), 
Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources 
(DNR). 

In 1999, Swamplo-
vers destroyed all 
drainage tiles in the 
east valley and planted 
25 more acres to wet 
mesic prairie.

As its members 
grew older, Swamplo-
vers negotiated an 
agreement in 2005 
with the IATA to pro-
vide a conservation 
easement. The land 
would become, in 
effect, owned by IATA. 
The public Ice Age 
trail would traverse 
the property, and the 
Swamplovers would 

continue management until they were no longer physically 
able. 

Founding Swamplovers still in action are Goth, Swanson 
and Tom Kuehn. They continue long hours removing invasive 
species, conducting burns and hiring contractors to restore 
wetlands and plan for the future. Through many knowledge-
able volunteers and visitors, Swamplovers has now cata-
logued more than 2,000 species. 

Today, Swamplovers hills and IATA trail provide a stun-
ning hike through oak-studded hills and oak savannas. The 
wetlands teem with wildflowers, along with dragonfly 
and butterfly watchers, and the far southern slopes are 
infested with acres of diverse native prairie, all because of 
a few farsighted men.

 

Swamplovers’ South hill July 1, 2017
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Know Your Central Staff
By Alice Mirk

Board Treasurer

This article continues our series on the Central Office Staff 
in Viroqua with a profile of Joe Rising. 
Joe, Communications Coordinator, has many responsi-

bilities on the team. He’s the person who runs our communi-
cations and membership programs, keeps up with an active 
Facebook page on a daily basis, puts together the eNews 
weekly, maintains memberships, and a wide variety of com-
munications with the chapters.

Membership management except for the entering of the 
financial data is relatively simple but time consuming, as is the 
process for accepting and recognizing donations. Because 
of the chapter construct of the organization, there is a great 
deal of cross-checking, and it becomes quite complicated with 
split donations. Acknowledgement letters are sent by Joe for 
every membership renewal and donation made to the orga-
nization.  Any time there is a new complimentary member or 
contact, they are assigned a chapter and Joe is responsible 
for making the initial contact and copying the chapter with 
their contact information. Joe is also frequently asked to run 
off membership reports for a chapter.  These reports can take 
time due to lapsed members, complimentary memberships, 
contacts, and the limits of the Timberlake software. 

Joe has to keep up with all the templates as board and 
committee members change. Checking for category accuracy 
is important, and individual letters sometimes need to be 
edited.  He also goes the extra mile to contact people who 
want to know more about us. He pulls together the semi-
annual field trip fliers, teams with Chris for the fund raising 
campaigns and spends most of the late winter and early 
spring on the conference. He also staffs the conference and is 
the go-to guy for coordination on the day. 

Joe plays a key role in planning, advertising and commu-
nicating with chapters to ensure everything goes smoothly. 
Preparation for these events requires manipulation of the 
database to identify significant donors, coordinating with the 
Fundraising Committee and chapter leadership to set dates 
and coordinate activities, and inviting prospective givers.

 For the annual appeal, Chris and Joe work as a team to 
prepare the solicitation, ensure that complete and correct 
addresses get to the printer with the solicitation letter. They 
process the acknowledgements as donations arrive. This 
intense work consumes much staff time during the fourth 
quarter of the year. Chapters benefit greatly from these 
efforts - much of the money raised actually goes to chapters, 
and the appeal sustains most of the Central Office Staff func-
tions.  

Joe supports a variety of TPE committees and board 
meetings and is available by email for questions and concerns 
from the general public and TPE members alike. All this at 28 
hours a week.  

On a personal note, Joe lives near the central office in 
Viroqua and has three daughters - one at home in seventh 
grade, and two attending college in Madison. He enjoys bik-
ing, canoeing, hiking and visiting prairies. He’s a gifted writer 
who reports he has had works published and is a voracious 

collector of information on all things to do with TPE, natural 
eco-systems and the natural world around us. 

 Joe was raised in central Minnesota where he grew up 
on the edge of prairies and oak savannas, complete with a gla-
cial lake. He describes it as “very Prairie Home Companion,” 
except it was not Lake Wobegon! Joe said he grew up with a 
love for the natural world. 

And, Joe dreams big. He dreams of the day when the TPE 
prairies are visited by hosts of people taking self-guided tours 
with TPE pamphlets leading the way, and of the day when 
children and young people outnumber the current older age 
group tramping the prairies. He fantasizes about a general 
public that recognizes and shows concern for prairie and oak 
savanna ecosystems. (I told you he dreams big!)   

I asked Joe what was the most important message he 
would like to pass on to the membership. His reply was that he 
would like everyone to know about the Central Staff in Viro-
qua and reach out to them for help anytime they have ques-
tions, ideas and most of all, need support. That is what the 
Central Staff is all about. 

Thank you for all you do Joe, and for everyone out there, 
reach out to Joe; he is there to help.  

Joe Rising enjoying a day in the prairie. 
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Prairie Promotor Field Trip Guide: 

April through July, 2018

The Prairie Enthusiasts Field Trip Guide is a way to identify 
opportunities to get out on the prairie and enjoy a guided hike. 

Full details and directions are available on our website calendar 
www.theprairieenthusiasts.org/calendar_month.asp 
or by calling the office at 608-387-1873. 

Call your tour leader if you have questions about a trip or if the 
weather is questionable.

May 5, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.     
What’s Up after the Burn? Green County, Wis.

Spring brings a rich assortment of flowers to the northwest 
slope of Muralt Bluff. We talk prairie ecology and glacial geol-
ogy while we traverse last fall’s burn. 

Trip Leader: Tom Mitchell, 608-214-8690

May 12, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Moely Prairie, Sauk County, Wis.

Moely Prairie is a 25-acre, dry, sandy site that was spared the 
plow and heavy grazing. It’s benefiting from increasing res-
toration. Moely Prairie is one of the few remaining parcels of 
the Sauk Prairie.  

Trip Leaders:  Denny Connor, 608-798-4185 or 608-516-1253 & 
Rich Henderson tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-845-7065  

May 12, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Smith Reiner Prairie, Dane County, Wis.

Smith Reiner Drumlin Prairie will have big patches of blue 
sprawling across two drumlins. Birdsfoot violet and blue-eyed 
grass will be the highlights. Several prairie bird specialists may 
also be back from warmer climates.

Trip Leader: Gary Birch, gbirch@chorus.net, 608- 873-8837

May 12, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Schluckebier Prairie, Sauk County, Wis.

Spring brings early-season flowers to this TPE-owned State 
Natural Area. Thanks to stewardship efforts and frequent 
burning, this 22-acre parcel still harbors an excellent diversity 
of native prairie plants adapted to dry, sandy soils.   

Trip Leader: Brandon Mann, westboundb@yahoo.com, 
413-427-4099

May 13, 9:00 a.m. to noon - Mother’s Day 
Rattlesnake Ridge & Black Oak Sand Barrens, Iowa County, Wis

Enjoy Mother's Day amongst the spring ephemerals and 
migrating song birds. We will hike to the wooded bluff over-
looking the Wisconsin River valley, walk along the hilltop and 
see 30 years of restoration work. 

Trip Leaders: Sue Steinmann, ssteinmann6@gmail.com, 
608-753-2332 & Pat Trochlell

Black Oak Sand Barrens in Iowa County, Wis. 
(Photo by Sue Steinmann)

mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:gbirch@chorus.net
mailto:ssteinmann6@gmail.com
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May 19, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Hauser Road Prairie, Dane County, Wis.

This 45-acre preserve includes the largest remaining remnant 
of the 100-square-mile Empire Prairie. The dry hilltop site fea-
tures many interesting spring forbs. 

Trip leader: Scott Fulton, 
president@theprairieenthusiasts.org, 608-345-8297 

May 22, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Spring Flowers, Birds & Bees at Schurch-Thomson Prairie, 
Iowa County, Wis.
 

Come hike this secluded valley. Spring wildflowers will be in 
bloom with queen bumblebees of several species active in 
establishing their colonies. The hike will include extensive 
grassland bird habitat. 

Trip Leader: Rich Henderson, 
tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-845-7065  

May 28, 1:30 p.m.  
Memorial Day
Honor & Remembrance, 
Green County, Wis.

This year’s annual Memorial Day event 
at Green’s Prairie Cemetery will again 
honor the 13 veterans of three wars 
who have tombstones in this pioneer 
graveyard. We will debut our new His-
torical Marker award in recognition of 
the natural and historical significance 
of Green’s Prairie Cemetery.  

Trip Leaders: David Green & John Ochsner, 608-214-2363

May 29, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
Sugar River Oak Savanna, Dane County, Wis. 

This diverse 9-acre oak savanna has been managed with fre-
quent fire since 1976. Nearly 400 native plant species are pres-
ent.  A wide array of late-spring wildflowers should be in bloom.   

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 
608-845-7065

June 2, 10:00 a.m. to noon
Hugh Iltis Prairie & Savanna Walk, Marquette County, Wis.
 

This 27-year restoration of open fields, uplands and oak 
savanna was prompted by the discovery of a small population 
of federally endangered Karner blue butterflies in 1989. This 
Central Sands site has become an important one in the state-
wide butterfly recovery effort. 

Trip Leaders: David & Shelley Hamel, 
hamelshelley@gmail.com, 608-296-2866

June 9, 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Erbe Grassland & Goplin Prairies, 
Dane County, Wis. 

Come help us look for endangered woolly milkweeds while 
exploring prairie remnants and restorations. This woolly milk-
weed is very rare throughout its range. 

Trip Leader:  Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 
608-845-7065 

June 9, 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Foxglove Savanna, Sauk County, Wis.

A perfect time to explore the many grass-
land and savanna species that bloom, 
nest or buzz. We will ramble over commu-
nities that have been under management 
for decades, seeing the types of short- 
and long-term changes that management 
brings.

Trip Leader: Jeb Barzen, 
Jeb@privatelandsconservation.org, 

608-544-2107 or 608-370-3122

June 10, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Sugar River Oak Savanna, Dane County, Wis.
 

Come for a morning hike to see displays of spider-
wort, rock rose and frost-weed in bloom. This diverse 
9-acre oak savanna has nearly 400 native plant species.     

Trip leader:  Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 
608-845-7065

Hauser Road Prairie. (Photo by Joshua Meyer)

Foxglove Savanna  in Sauk County, Wis. 
(Photo by Barb Barzen)

mailto:president@theprairieenthusiasts.org
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:Jeb@privatelandsconservation.org
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
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June 16, 10 a.m. to noon
Butterflies and Wildflowers of Pleasant Valley, Dane County, Wis.

Pleasant Valley Conservancy is a beautiful State Natural Area 
situated in the Driftless Area, with steep goat prairies, oak 
savanna, and a large, high-quality marsh. We hope to see 
many butterfly species that will have many wonderful native 
plants to nectar on this time of year.

Trip Leaders: Karl Legler, along with Tom & Kathie Brock, 
Tdbrock@charter.net, 608-238-5050

June 17, 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. Father’s Day
Birds & Blooms at Schurch-Thomson Prairie, 
Iowa County, Wis.
 

Bring Dad for some early morning bird watching and wild-
flower hunting. There will be opportunity to see and hear 
numerous grassland and savanna birds, and encounter many 
prairie wildflowers of late spring.

Trip Leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 
608-845-7065 

June 17, 10:00 a.m. to noon, 
Father’s Day 
Hike at Pleasant Valley Prairie, Winona, Minn.

Join us on the beautiful Mississippi River 
Bluffs for a challenging hike and scenic 
views of a large bluff prairie and the Mis-
sissippi River Valley. An option for an eas-
ier hike also will be available.

Trip Leaders: George Howe, 507-895-8074 
& Gabe Ericksen, 507-458-3684

June 23, 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.
Cambria Wildlife Management Area, Lake Crystal, Minn.

This 16-acre remnant prairie was purchased by the State of 
Minnesota to protect it from gravel mining. It contains a large 
population of lead plant, rattlesnake master, New Jersey tea 
and many others.

Trip Leader: Randy Schindle. Contact is Chris Hughes, 
cjrk@charter.net, 507-304-2164

June 23, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   
Sedges at Briggs Wetland, Rock County Wis.

Improve your sedge identification skills with Nathan Ging-
erich, John Larson & Susan Lehnhardt at Briggs Wetland, 
where botanists have found 18 different species of sedges. 
This is a citizen-science monitoring effort to generate data 
about the ecological state of Briggs while also developing 
sedge identification skills and confidence.

Trip Leader: Nathan Gingerich, 608-214-2368 

June 23, 10:45 - 11:45 a.m.
Judson Prairie Tour, Blue Earth County, Minn.

The prairie is a 27-acre remnant prairie on a terrace of the 
Minnesota River. The site consists of an average 9 inches of 
organic soil over bedrock yielding ideal conditions for a large 
tuberous Indian plantain community as well as small white 
lady slipper, Sullivant’s milkweed and bottle gentian. 

Trip Leader: Chris Hughes, cjrk@charter.net, 507-304-2164 

June 23, 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Jim Lynch Property, Blue Earth County, Minn.

This is a prairie planting of about 2.5 
acres.  It had a prescribed burn late last 
fall. Most of the prairie is mesic, with 
a small wetter area and was formerly 
farmed. This tour gives people an idea of 
what problems landowners may encoun-
ter when planting a prairie and what 
measures can be taken.

Trip Leaders: Randy Schindle & Jim Lynch. 
Contact: Chris Hughes, cjrk@charter.net, 

507-779-6747

June 24, 1:00 p.m.
Prairiehill Farm, Marquette County, Wis.

View 100 acres of restored and reconstructed prairie, oak-
hickory savanna, sedge meadows and emergent wetlands 
surrounding and containing a glacial drumlin. A few wood lil-
ies may be blooming as well as up to five species of orchid 
blooming. 

Trip Leaders: Alan & Laurel Bennett, 
laurelalanbennett@gmail.com

Pleasant Valley Conservancy. 
(Photo by Kathie Brock)

http://madisonaudubon.org/field-trips/2017/6/17/butterflies-and-wildflowers-of-pleasant-valley
mailto:Tdbrock@charter.net
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:cjrk@charter.net
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June 30, 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Reviving a Lost Prairie Landscape – Mounds View Grassland, 
Iowa County, Wis.
 

We’ll see the progress being made in bringing back to life 
degraded remnant prairies, gradually converting non-native 
cool-season grass to native prairie, renovating streams, wet-
lands and seeps, and planting agricultural fields to prairie. 

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, 
tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-845-7065  

July 3, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Fourth Celebration 
Celebrating the Fourth of July with BBQ 
& Meinert’s hike, Green County, Wis.

Join us for the annual Fourth of July prairie 
hike and BBQ supper hosted by Linda & Nick 
Faessler. We’ll meet at 5 p.m. and carpool to 
Meinert’s Prairie, a privately owned site a few 
miles away, then back to the farmhouse for 
the picnic at 6 p.m.    

Trip Leader: Nick Faessler, 608-214-3852

July 7, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
City of Red Wing Prairie & Savanna 
Restorations, Red Wing, Minn.

Several conservation groups formed to assist the City of Red 
Wing to restore the prairies and savannas at Memorial Park, 
Barn Bluff and Coon Hill. We will tour Memorial Park, take a 
break for lunch, and then meet again at Barn Bluff at 1:00 p.m., 
finishing our day at Coon Hill.

Trip leader: Tim Connolly, Private Lands Biologist, 
USFWS Partners for Wildlife Program.
Contact: Stephen Winter, stephen.winter@okstate.edu, 
402-310-5460

July 11, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.   
Evening at Black Earth Rettenmund Prairie, Dane County, Wis.
 

Join us for a summertime trip to this high-quality prairie rem-
nant. A spectacular display of butterfly milkweed, leadplant 
and coreopsis should be at its peak on this summer evening.

Trip Leaders: Kathie & Tom Brock, 
Tdbrock@charter.net, 608-238-5050

July 21, 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Butterflies & Flowers at Shea Prairie, Iowa County, Wis.
 

Shea Prairie includes 102 acres of dry and dry-mesic remnant 
prairie, new prairie plantings, a cold-water trout stream, 
groundwater fed wetland restorations, fen seeps and ephem-
eral ponds. We hope to see regal fritillary and many other but-
terflies and dragonflies.
  

Trip Leaders: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 
608-235-4165 and Karl & Dorothy Legler, Southern Wisconsin 
Butterfly Association(SWBA)

 

July 26, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
Sugar River Oak Savanna, Dane County, Wis.
 

This diverse 9-acre oak savanna still shows 
signs of past use as a pasture. Forty years of 
near annual fire has fostered a remarkable 
recovery of native prairie and savanna. There 
are now nearly 400 native plant species pres-
ent.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, 
tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-235-4165

July 28, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Shea Prairie, Iowa County, Wis.
 

Explore remnants of dry prairie, restorations of wetlands, 
and wet- to mesic-prairie at the 100-acre Shea Prairie. On the 
hike, we are likely to find the endangered regal fritillary but-
terfly along with many other butterfly and dragonfly species. 
A great diversity of high summer prairie wildflowers should 
be in bloom.

Trip Leader: Rich Henderson, 
tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-235-4165

 

Thanks for your interest and support of 
these wonderful native prairies. 

We hope to meet you out on 
one of these great tours. 

Bring a friend.

Bottled Gentian. 
(Photo by Chris Hughes)

mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
mailto:Tdbrock@charter.net
mailto:tpe.rhenderson@tds.net
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Coulee Region

Don Nelson

Leopold Land Ethic Leaders Workshop

 Set for June 1-2, 2018

Nothing so important as an ethic is ever written…it evolves in 
the minds of a thinking community. - Aldo Leopold

The Prairie Enthusiasts’ Coulee Region Chapter, Friends 
of Kickapoo Valley Reserve and the Valley Stewardship 
Network, in conjunction with the Aldo Leopold Center, will 
sponsor a Land Ethic Leaders workshop June 1-2, 2018, at the 
Kickapoo Valley Reserve’s Visitor Center near La Farge, Wis. 

In A Sand County Almanac, Leopold set forth his most 
enduring idea - the “land ethic” as a consideration of our 
moral responsibility to the natural world.  This workshop will 
utilize the land ethic concept and Leopold’s “Observe, Par-
ticipate and Reflect” framework to facilitate dialogue about 
the meaning and value of conservation in today’s world. 

During the Land Ethic Leaders workshop, participants 
will explore and deepen their own land ethic through out-
door observation, engaging activities, reflective discussions 
and environmental service.  Participants will walk away with 
new relationships, tools and ideas to bring the land ethic idea 
back home. 

The Land Ethic Leaders workshop will open Friday eve-
ning with a showing of the Leopold documentary Green Fire, 

followed on Saturday with learning activities and related 
discussions.  

The workshop is open to members of the sponsoring 
organizations.  There is a $35 per participant fee to help 
cover the costs of workshop resources, materials and food.  
Participants are also responsible for their own travel and 
lodging.  Pre-registration is required as workshop openings 
are limited.  Online registration opens Monday, April 9, 2018 
at www.aldoleopold.org/driftlessLEL.  

 

Further details can be found at 
www.theprairieenthusiasts.org/content.asp?contentid=287

Photo courtesy Aldo Leopold Center

Chapter 
Updates
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Empire-Sauk

Ted Cochrane

Badger Volunteers: 2017 Activities

Last fall, four UW-Madison undergraduate students 
joined TPE work party leaders Ted Cochrane, Denny Connor 
and Randy Hoffman on Empire-Sauk Chapter work parties: 
Jacob Zabel (team leader, psychology/neurobiology major), 
Michael Landry (engineering), Nicole Fossum (psychology/
neurobiology), and Christine Morris (electrical engineering). 
They were recruited through Badger Volunteers, a program 
run by the university’s Morgridge Center for Public Service. 
The program connects teams of students who volunteer one 
to four hours per week for a semester with some 80 area 
organizations focused on education, sustainability and public 
health.

The work parties took place on TPE’s Hauser Road Prairie 
and on partnership properties owned by Groundswell Con-
servancy (formerly the Natural Heritage Land Trust) and Mike 
and Diane Ripp. TPE supplied not only supervision and neces-
sary equipment and supplies, but also transportation for the 
students for all outings. The work parties ran each Tuesday 
afternoon from Sept. 26 – Nov. 28 and lasted from one and a 
half to two hours (not including travel time). 

We seven spent a total of 105 hours at 10 outdoor sessions 
(occasionally someone missed a session). Four of us worked a 
combined 10 hours indoors at the Wisconsin State Herbarium 
on Dec. 5 when the last work party was canceled owing to 
cold and mercilessly windy weather (wind speeds exceeded 
20 mph and gusted as high as 49 mph.)

At the inaugural meeting, Cochrane told the volunteers 
about TPE and its mission; Hoffman gave background infor-
mation on Wisconsin’s natural areas program and the Empire 
Prairies, and Connor listed the tasks we would be performing 

and the equipment we would be using. Then we began collect-
ing seed. The next three sessions consisted of collecting and 
cleaning seed, and mowing burn breaks, followed by a session 
of cutting and treating small brush within the Hauser Road 
burn unit. The burn operation, conducted at our sixth meet-
ing, was preceded by an explanation of the burn plan, person-
nel and equipment, weather factors, and ignition sequence. 
Student volunteers used backpack sprayers and drip torches. 

Christine Morris wrestles with undesirable woody growth on one of 
the Ripp prairies. (Photo by Nicole Fossum)

L to R: Badger Volunteers Jacob Zabel, Nicole Fossum, Christine Morris 
and Michael Landry. (Photo by Ted Cochrane)

L to R: Denny Connor and Michael Landry, cutting and treating small 
brush at Hauser Road Prairie. (Photo by Ted Cochrane)
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Week seven we returned to the Groundswell Conservan-
cy’s farm garage, where after a primer on seeds and a brief 
talk on prairie types and composition (more on this and other 
topics in the car rides), students prepared a seed mix suitable 
for use at Hauser Road. We then drove to Hauser Road and 
broadcast the seed by hand in the burn unit. The final three 
work parties involved cutting, treating, and piling small brush 
on the Ripp property adjoining Hauser Road Prairie and on 
the easternmost end of the west remnant on the Groundswell 
property (formerly the Koltes farm). There the students took 
turns operating a gasoline-powered brush cutter while others 
used hand tools or a chain saw.

In summary, students learned about conservation lands 
and how they are managed, contributed to the practical work 
of TPE, and experienced contact with natural areas. TPE is 
very grateful to have had the help of these dedicated volun-
teers, who in turn thanked us TPEers for the opportunity to 
learn about the beauty and diversity of Wisconsin’s historic 
prairies.

 

Follow Us on Facebook

The Empire Sauk Chapter has joined Facebook! Our page 
highlights the great work volunteers and managers do on 
the chapter's properties. We also post announcements and 
events put on by or related to the chapter. The page may be 
viewed by following www.facebook.com/TPE.EmpireSauk-
Chapter. A Facebook account is not required to view the link. 
Please share, like or follow our page!

St. Croix Valley

Evanne Hunt

Great Talks all Winter
In December, Katharine Grant gave a talk on managing 

wild parsnip. Katharine has more than 10 years’ experience 
working with wild parsnip, and as she reminded us, invasive 
plant management is a new science we are discovering as we 
go.  She explained what works for her and what doesn't, and 
the tools she uses.  Katharine also introduced us to the con-
cept of finding and killing the "pioneer plant" - a plant that 
occurs early in a vegetation succession, grows rapidly and 
produces copious amounts of seed.  I look forward to spring 
when I can get some hands-on experience destroying this 
weed.

In January, Shawn Schottler, a senior scientist at the St. 
Croix Watershed Research Station, showed us the relation-
ship between water quality and habitat trends in the Upper 
Midwest.  The most significant factor in both is the switch 
from growing a variety of grains to mono-crops such as corn 
and soybeans.  The take-away for me was the need to encour-
age large-scale planting of perennial crops and developing a 
market for them, which will be a monumental task.

In February, Marcie O'Connor came from Buffalo County 
to talk about moths, their role in prairies, how cool they are. 
She also shared her experience with looking for them, and 
some species that are either especially exciting to find, or that 
are commonly found in prairies.

Prescribed Burn Crews Needed
Bill Ramsden conducted a prescribed burn workshop 

on March 24.  Attending this class is mandatory for anyone 
who wants to burn with our chapter.  In lieu of this train-

ing, any formal training (DNR 
wildfire certification, UW-RF, 
Prescribed Fire Council) is 
acceptable.  We also accept 
documented experience.

Those who missed the 
training are welcome to 
attend burns as observers.

I maintain an email list of 
burn crew members.  Contact 
me to be added to the list or 
to check that you are on the 
list. (715-381-1291 or eahunt@
pressenter.com)

Volunteers Needed 
to Educate Public

The chapter will have a 
table at several public events this spring.  Contact me to help 
staff our table, answer prairie questions, or just have fun 
interacting with kids.  Regular events are Garden U, Earth Day, 
Kinni River Clean Up and Wings of Spring.

Joe Beattie teaches youth at 2017 
Earth day at Camp YMCA. 

http://www.facebook.com/TPE.EmpireSaukChapter
http://www.facebook.com/TPE.EmpireSaukChapter
tel:(715) 381-1291
mailto:eahunt@pressenter.com
mailto:eahunt@pressenter.com
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Northwest Illinois

Rickie Rachuy

Birds, Butterflies & A New Board Member

This year will be a busy one for us. We’ve been working 
cooperatively over many years with the landowner and the 
Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation on prairie restorations 
at Casper Bluff, Wapello and now, the neighboring Oneota 
site. Along with a few smaller projects, we will pick, process 
and sow prairie seed on 92 acres by the end of 2018, so we 
hope our volunteers will come out in force.

What's unique about these three sites was their use by 
Native Americans in the past―Casper features numerous 
mounds while Wapello and Oneota were settlement areas. 

In addition, Ed Strenski and his crew have many acres of 
land management work planned. Mowing, brush cutting and 
burning are part of a never-ending cycle to maintain prairie 
remnants and keep invasives out of lands previously restored. 

Making Ed’s life more difficult is the news brought to 
us by volunteer birder Barbara Bernard about a slew of yel-
low-breasted chats that have moved into a patch of Hanley 
Savanna we call ‘The Pines.’ Bird diversity has been improv-
ing over the years we have been working on the property, 
and the chats are a welcome addition to an ever-growing list. 
We started with a casually observed list of 36 species and by 
the end of 2017, Barbara had grown that list to 101! The chats 
were first observed several years ago on the neighboring Lost 
Mound Fish & Wildlife Refuge property, and it seems they 
have now found the brushy, brambly habitat they like at Han-
ley Savanna. 

We have designed a new T-shirt for our chapter volun-
teers. It features a Monarch butterfly in honor of the many, 
many pounds of milkweed (Asclepias syriaca) collected by 
our volunteer seed pickers, and as a reminder to all that TPE 
works tirelessly to maintain the plants that host these butter-
flies. Check it out on the sales page of the TPE website.

We have a new board member to introduce. Susan Lipnick 
joined the NIPE board in November 2017. A retired attorney, 
Susan is a collaborative musician and piano teacher who vol-
unteers as a patient/family visitor for local hospice providers 
and is a tutor to non-English speakers. She has already jumped 
in and whipped our chapter page on the TPE website into 
shape. Thank you and welcome Susan.

Monarch Butterfly illustration by Rickie Rachuy

Illustration of yellow-breasted chat

NIPE volunteers L to R: Diane Strenski, Noah Haskin, 
Zoe Pearce, David Virtue and Bill Reed. 

(Photo by Ed Strenski)
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Prairie Bluff 

Tom Mitchell

Prized Volunteers Keep Chapter Strong

     A TPE chapter with dozens of sites to manage is lucky 
to have a crew of volunteers willing to work in all seasons to 
accomplish the many tasks of stewardship. Two of our best 
workers again in 2017 were Steve Hubner and Chris Roberts.     

Steve is a native of Gratiot, UW-Stevens Point, where he 
graduated in 1971, then served in the Peace Corps in Africa. He 
returned to southern Wisconsin and settled into a hillside at 
Red Rock, Wis.  His three kids grew up with workdays, seed col-
lecting and prescribed fire.  Since his retirement as Lafayette 
County zoning commissioner in 2013, he has volunteered hun-
dreds of hours and travelled thousands of miles to our work-
days. In addition, he still manages neglected natural areas in 
Lafayette County.  

Steve has enjoyed the rare privilege afforded only a few 
enthusiasts. He found a small patch of prairie in a cow pasture 
and single-handedly brought it back to life. He fenced it off, dis-
covered its native plants, stopped grazing, managed, expanded 
and burned it back to one of the finest pieces of prairie in Lafay-
ette County – Dower Prairie. The federally listed prairie bush 
clover is one of an astounding number of plant species found 
on Dower Prairie, which is worthy of permanent protection and 
State Natural Area designation.   

In the early days at South Muralt Prairie, Steve worked 
with Gary Eldred and Dave Lowe after the 12.68-acre parcel 
was added in 1981 by Green County Board of Supervisors to 
the 62-acre Muralt Bluff.  The trio expanded the open prairie by 
removing sumac, cherry and walnut.  

Management has always been challenging at South Muralt 
due to its inaccessibility. This improved in 2013 when TPE took 
ownership and management responsibilities at Muralt.  We 
expanded an old farm lane from the county highway through 
Iltis Savanna to extend around Muralt Bluff. From a spot on the 
southern boundary, our access to South Muralt is a wide lane, 
south and west along fence lines, around a 60-acre agricultural 
field.  

These days, Steve drives a tractor with brush mower from 
the shop to Muralt (and Butenhoff, Vale and Iltis) to mow our 
weeds and to deal with a dense thicket of sumac and other 
brush at South Muralt.  He has expanded the southwest corner 
of the prairie by mowing the encroaching brush.  In two grow-
ing seasons, the prairie plants have reclaimed these edges, but 
re-sprouts including multi-flora rose are still common.   

At Avon Ridge, acquired by TPE in 2015, Steve is our primary 
steward despite living 60 miles away. In the last two years, he 
has taken out more of the large non-native trees infesting this 
one-acre piece of unplowed ground.  Some of these apples and 
cedars had shaded out all vegetation beneath them, and with 
the trees gone, the thistles and crown vetch moved in. Last 
year, Steve took on the tasks of brushing, weeding and prepar-
ing for seeding these weedy patches of ground.  His work at 
Avon Ridge ensured that we would meet our goal of removing 
the weed load annually.

With his trusty Stihl 026 chainsaw – one of the most versa-
tile tools in the history of prairie restoration -- Steve is one of 
the chapter’s more experienced and expert sawyers.  He cut 
most of the trees needed to widen our access road for accom-
modating equipment needed at Iltis Savanna and Muralt Bluff. 
Nick Faessler used his skid steer with a grapple to move the 
trees from the lane, taking them up to the former brome field 
where Chris Roberts, with his Stihl MS 180, cut them up over 
several workdays.

Chris was the first member of the chapter to volunteer 
when regularly scheduled workdays began in 2009, the same 
year that he was elected chairperson of the chapter. He is still 
the chapter president and leads our meetings.  Chris, Mike 
Davis and Peg Bredeson were the crew that first winter, when 
we worked to clear brush at Iltis Savanna and Vale Prairie.  He 
re-entered the work force for a while, but since his retirement, 
he has been there every workday, year-round, to do much of 
the chain sawing. 

Chris lives in Albany, near the Sugar River, where he takes 
his canoes and kayaks out to explore the wetlands above the 
dam and into the Little Sugar River. He has been a steward at 
Magnolia Bluff for many years, and he was Prairie Bluff Chap-
ter’s first site steward in the early days at Vale Prairie.

Now Chris rotates with the crew through Butenhoff, Skin-
ner, Sulzer, Vale, Iltis, Muralt, Stauffacher, Oliver, Abe’s Woods 
and a few others. He has recruited Harvey Klassy and Al Dierck-
man for our work parties and fire crew.  

Last year, Chris helped prioritize the chapter’s projects for 
our site management plans, keeping a list on an orange clip-
board that we cross off as we finish them. For example, remov-
ing rolls of fence wire from Vale, taking down “leaning trees” at 
Iltis, cutting up dead elms for firewood across the firebreak at 
Butenhoff, and removing brush from the north slope at Muralt. 
Many hours are spent on firebreaks, and Chris does most of the 
work with the walk-behind mower and a final lap around the 
burn unit with the Swisher for burn preparation.

Steve and Chris were line bosses for nearly every one of the 
chapter’s prescribed fires during spring and fall of 2017, when 
we burned 27 units on 19 occasions.  

Volunteers like Chris and Steve have helped this chapter 
to protect more land and to perform the management tasks 
involved in their restoration.  All of us in the chapter have 
enjoyed their friendship and camaraderie, and we salute them 
for their many contributions.

Photo L to R: Chris Roberts with saw, and Steve Hubner with blower. 
(Photo by Jerry Newman)
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Prairie Sands

Ray Goehring

On Burning & Banquets

Fall and winter were busy for Prairie Sands Chapter. In 
November, 10 chapter members attended a two-day Pre-
scribed Burn Training course taught by Jeb Barzen of Private 
Lands Conservation LLC and assisted by Rob Nurre. 

Upon completion, participants are now certified to assist 
as crew on TPE-sanctioned prescribed burns and in restoring 
prairie, oak savanna and wetland ecosystems on a program 
Jeb’s company, Healthy Grown Farms, is working on with our 
chapter and Wisconsin Potato Farmers.

 At our annual “Holiday Party and Seed Exchange” in 

December, we reviewed events of 2017, including the US Fish 
& Wildlife grants for Karner blue butterfly habitat, a demon-
stration of our new Facebook page www.facebook.com/TPE.
PrairieSandsChapter by Beth Johnson, and chapter member 
Laurel Bennett was honored for her five years as lead steward 
for Page Creek Marsh. 

In response to several invitations to visit some of our 
chapter prairies, we agreed to establish a 2018 calendar for 
chapter private land tours and/or workdays.  Although the 
deadline for the calendar was Jan. 31, if any chapter member 
would like us to visit, contact Ray at raygoe@yahoo.com.

As part of this program, two chapter prairies are listed on 
the Prairie Promoter Field Trip Guide (Pg. 16 & 17). On June 2,   
Shelley and David Hamel have offered to give a guided tour of 
Hugh Iltis Prairie and Savanna when the fields will be covered 
in blooming lupine and butterflies, including the endangered 
Karner blue. On June 24, Alan and Laurel Bennett will give a 
tour of the unusual lilies and orchids found at their Pardeeville 
Savanna and Glacial Drumlin prairie, Prairiehill Farm. 

A Place to Identify Sick Ticks

Tick season is a serious concern in the Central Sands 
region.  A relative of the Hamel’s recently sent them informa-
tion about a service offered through the University of Massa-
chusetts–Amherst that we thought might be of interest. The 
link is www.tickreport.com

A Sad, Stunning Loss 

We deeply grieve the sudden passing of our friend and 
fellow chapter member, Dan Sonnenberg (see Prairie Promot-
ers Remembered, Page 11).  He tirelessly walked so many of 
our prairies and helped identify or count butterflies that it’s 
hard to say how we will carry on without him.  We extend our 
sympathies to his wife, Doreen, and his family.  As a chapter, 
we are sending in a donation, which includes both chapter 
funds and individual contributions, to North American Butter-
fly Association in Dan’s honor. We have earmarked the funds 

Prescribed Burn Training location was Karen and 
Fred Wollenburg’s residence and prairie near Dalton, Wis. 

(photo by Martin Schultz) 

Annual Prairie Sands “Holiday Gathering and Seed Exchange” event. 
(Photo by Jill Schuettepelz)

Laurel Bennett (second from right) instructing volunteers at Page 
Creek Marsh (photo by David Hamel)

http://www.facebook.com/TPE.EmpireSaukChapter
http://www.facebook.com/TPE.EmpireSaukChapter
mailto:raygoe@yahoo.com
http://www.tickreport.com/
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Southwest Chapter

Jack Kussmaul

Six members of the Southwest Chapter, led by site stew-
ard Gary Eldred, met at Feist Prairie near Fennimore on Jan. 20 
with chain saws and loppers. Feist Prairie is a small remnant 
located on a steep bank overlooking Sleepy Hollow Road. 
Access on foot has been difficult because of the steep slope. 
Pat Feist, who owns the adjacent property, allowed us to clear 
out an area of her land to provide easier access for those who 
wish to explore this little prairie. The work was finished in 
shirtsleeve weather in an almost snow-free setting. The job 
completed, the group reassembled for lunch in Fennimore. 

Burns are scheduled this spring on two of our sites - Iris 
Drive and Eldred. A work party at Eldred will be scheduled 
about two weeks after the burn to spray crown vetch. 

In the next edition of The Prairie Promoter, we should be 
able to report on a chapter retreat scheduled for March 17 to 
discuss in depth our chapter priorities and needs, and what 
we might do to fill these needs in the future. 

L to R: Front row Gary Eldred and Jan Ketelle. Back row Roger Smith, 
Gary Adams and George Riggin in front of our fresh brush piles at Feist Prairie.

 (Photo by Jack Kussmaul) 

Jeb Barzen instructing. L to R: Fred Wollenburg, Jeb Barzen, Bill 
Franks, Joe Lacy and Tom Block at Prescribed Burn Training 

(photo by Karen Wollenburg)
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We thank the following who donated to TPE between Oct. 1, 2017 and Feb. 15, 2018. 
These gifts include those from our annual appeal, are beyond membership dues 

and are truly generous and appreciated.

Thank You Donors

$1000 or more
Dennis & Joan Thomson,

 for Schurch-Thomson Prairie   

 TRUST

Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell

 donation to the Empire Sauk   

 Chapter for land management  

 at Pleasure Valley Conservancy  

 and Parrish Savanna

Jan Ketelle

 Donation to the Land 
 Management Endowment   

 (TRUST)

Rich & Kathy Henderson

 donation to Sugar River Oak

 Savanna land management   

 endowment

Doug Steege & Kris Euclide

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter for  

 West Dane Conservancy 

 management fund

 Jack Kussmaul, Compass Club

C. Lynne & Dr. Paul Jacobsen
 Compass Club

Jeff & Debbie Ralston, Compass Club 
Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell

 Compass Club

Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter

Jim & Judy Schwarzmeier

 to the Empire Sauk chapter 

 for Hauser Road 

Max & Shelley Lagally
 Compass Club

Nick & Linda Faessler
 Compass Club

Bill Ramsden & Doreen Lynch
 Compass Club

Willi Van Haren

 Compass Club

Ronald and Sheila Endres

Gail Van Haren

Stephen & Susan Carpenter

 Compass Club

Rich & Kathy Henderson

 Compass Club

Brende Hofer & Dennis Steadman

 Compass Club

William Hustad

 to the Prairie Bluff Chapter
Alex Bouthilet

Susan & Jim Cargill, Compass Club

Susan Kuczynski, Compass Club

Jim & Rickie Rachuy, Compass Club

Jim & Rose Sime, Compass Club

Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith

 Compass Club

Kathie & Tom Brock, Compass Club

Willis Brown, Compass Club

Dennis & Nancy Connor

 Compass Club

Patrick Handrick, Compass Club

Charles & Ann Heide, Compass Club

Jeff & Erin Huebschman
 Compass Club

Roma Lenehan, Compass Club
Mike Miller & Susan Goode

 Compass Club

Paul O’Leary & Julia Borodin
 Compass Club

Ron Panzer, Compass Club

Cary & Dr. Scott Reich, Compass Club

Marvin & Colleen Smitherman

 Compass Club

Doug Steege & Kris Euclide

 Compass Club

Peggy & Jon Traver, Compass Club

Beth Whitaker, Compass Club

Telle Zoller, Compass Club
Jennell Ballering, Compass Club

Daniel Hildreth, Compass Club

Jon & Metta Belisle

 to the St Croix Valley Chapter

John and Libby Rutherford
 to the Northwest Illinois 

 Prairie Enthusiasts

$500 - $999
Brian Kehrli

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter for  

 Schuckebier Prairie Restoration

Thomas Cunningham & 

 Susan Lipnick to the Northwest  
 Illinois Prairie Enthusiasts

Unitarian Universalist 

 Congregation-E

Keith Rodli & Katharine Grant

Penny & Gary Shackelford

 Compass Club

Marilyn & Marc Thwaits

 Compass Club

Gary Werner & Melanie Lord
 Compass Club

Ann & Douglas Scott Dumas

Gary Kleppe

Steve Bablitch and Elaine Kelch

Kay Bongers

 donation to the Empire Sauk

 Chapter in memory of 

 Diana Smith

Carol & Bob Niendorf

Amy Alpine

Barbara & Ted Cochrane

William Damm

Richard and Jane Dana

Paul Roemer

Marilyn Workman

 to the Prairie Bluff Chapter in   
 honor of Tom Mitchell

Gary Konkol

 in memory of Christine V. Lassa
Doug & Sherry Caves

Elizabeth Tuttle

Peter and Lynne Weil

$100 - $499
Scott Sauer

Harold & Barbara Bend

Bradley Gaard

 to the Many Rivers Chapter

Michael Vahldieck & Julie Horner

Max Heintz & Laura Nyquist
Spencer Schumacher

Alice and Walter Mirk

Glenn Chambliss & Diane Derouen

Randy & JoAnn Hoffman
Jim & Judy Schwarzmeier

George & Carmeen Johnston

Bob Russell

 to the Minnesota Driftless 

 Chapter

Bob Russell

 to the Northwest Illinois Prairie  

 Enthusiasts Chapter

Joseph and Betsy Bacon

Judith Lovaas
Kevin Magee

 in memory of Susan 

 Connell-Magee

Peter L. Rayne
Irv & Mary Sather

Kurt & Susan Sroka

Joan Braune & Tod Highsmith

 in memory of Dan Sonnenberg

Erik & Nancy Goplin

David Gunnulson

Greta & John Magill

Jon Rigden

Swamplovers Foundation, Inc.

Roger & Pat Smith

Tom Zagar
Deanna Pomije & Greg Hoch

Thomas Cunningham & Susan   

 Lipnick
Donald & Helen Hagar

Bill & Ginny Nelson

George & Josie Vania

Don Waller

Charlotte Adelman 

 & Bernard L. Schwartz
John Brennan & Regina 

 Voss Brennan

Nancy & Steve Braker

Willis Brown

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter for  

 the Thomas Barn project

Kimberly Kreitinger & Eric Preston

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter

Jackie & Wayne Pauly

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter in  

 honor of Rich Henderson’s 

 retirement

Viroqua Creative Workshops

Kent Prather & Julie Haas

Becky Kruse

 to the Prairie Bluff Chapter
Patrick & Barbara Clare

Community Shares of Minnesota

Christopher & Ann Green

Harriet Irwin

Robert Zelm
Craig & Jean Anderson

Cece Caron & Tom Erb

James and Joyce Czajkowski

 Alice D’Alessio and Laird Marshall
Kathryn Dejak

Jeanne and Ed Eloranta

Joey Esterline & Scott Giraud

James Foss

Kay Gabriel

Andrew Gulya

Dick & Joan Harmet

Galen & Grace Hasler

John & Rita Hoffmann
Steve Hubner & Mary Zimmerman
Jeff Jahns & Jill Metcoff Jahns
Kim Karcher & Sandra DeMars

James & Suzanne Larson
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Legacy Giving

Please consider The Prairie Enthusiasts in your will or estate plans. If 
you’ve already done so, please let us know, so we can personally thank 
you for ensuring the perpetuation & recovery of prairies and savannas. For 
more information please contact Chris Kirkpatrick, Executive Director at  
608-638-1873 or executivedirector@theprairieenthusiasts.org.

 to the Prairie Bluff Chapter
David Lucey
Tom & Jenny Mitchell

 in honor of Jerry Pedretti; 

 He is the BEST!

Carl Nelson

Harry & Sylvia Peterson

Donald & Mary Stirling

Kathleen Sulzer

Rob TenEyck & Annie Berssenbrugge

Denise Thornton & Douglas   

 Hansmann

Daniel Wallace

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter

Bonnie Weisel

Paul & Joy Zedler
William Zimar & Susan Neitzel
Ryan O’Connor

James Molloy & Christine   

 Hess-Molloy

Amy Alstad

Glenn Burgmeier

Leslie Pilgrim
Paul and Carol Soderholm

Douglas Thomas

Brian Evans and Agnes Kanikula

Mark Baller

Kelly Moravec

James & Marilyn Anderson

John & Margarete Cooke

John & Karen Jaeschke

Maureen Van Dinter

Christopher Farm and Garden

Martin & Annelisa Cleary

 to the Northwest Illinois Prairie  

 Enthusiasts Chapter

Paul Francuch

Micaela Levine
Jim & Jo-Ann Lynch
Brandon Mann & Ann Calhoun

Bruce & Ruth Marion

Henry Panowitsch & Susan   

 Stevens 

Hugh & John Simon

 to the Northwest Illinois 

 Prairie Enthusiasts

William Taylor

 Steve Ventura & Margaret Krome

John & Mary Weber

John Shillinglaw

Virginia Coburn

Shawn Goodchild & Heather   

 Hundt

Ruth Bauer

Tom & Joyce Ellenbecker

Sharon & Harold Manhart

Mark Martin & Sue Foote-Martin

Glenn Teschendorf & Mary 

 Anne Derh

 in honor of Rich Henderson

Rebecca Gilman

Steve Glass

John & Cate Harrington

Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith

 to Empire Sauk Chapter for the  

 Badger Cam Project

Gregg & Emily Painter

 to the Northwest Illinois 

 Prairie Enthusiasts

Linnea Arnold
 in memory of Dr. Edwin Sheldon  

 from the Vet Tech Team

Anna Jahns

Robert Weihrouch & Pattie Haack

Under $100
Kay Bongers

donation of scales to the Empire 

Sauk chapter

Carol and Ned Gatzke

James Welsh

Nancy Stoudemire & Randy Schmitz

 to the Southwest Chapter in   

 honor of Jack Kussmaul

Dan Wilcox

Nicholas Olmsted 

Linda Lynch
Jack Kussmaul

 in memory of Beth Dvorak

Betsy D’Angelo

Mark Jeffries
Rich & Jeni Pearce

Suzanne Ramthun

 gift membership for Gretchen  

 McCoy & Claire Bender

Barbara Voelker

Thomas and Eva Wedel 

Susan Eisele

Pete Arntsen

Fred Retzlaff
Gary & Shirley Baxter

Sally Bowers & Howard Fenton

Mary Dresser

David & Roberta Drews

Linda Gormanson
William & Eloise Kuenzi

Diane Sparks

 to the Prairie Sands Chapter

Helen Poser

Quam Bloedorn Family

Alfred Berner

Tom Bernthal & Marge Wood

 in honor of Pat Trochlell

Marc and Jennifer Chipault

James Curtis and Margaret M.   

 Planner

Mike Degen & Meghan Ziegler
Joe & Betty Downs

John & Karin Exo

 to the Empire Sauk Chapter

John & Karin Exo

Wayne & Bonnie Feyereisn

Thomas Frederick & Christine Albert

 in memory of Edwin Sheldon

Tom Gianoli

Pete Greenheck

David Haskin & Mary Michal

MJ Hatfield
Anthony & Wendy Hill

Wiliam H. Holland

Duane & Barb Johnson

 to the Northwest Illinois 

 Prairie Enthusiasts

Gregory Jones & Linda   
 Millunzi-Jones

Ann Kalvig 

Scott Kudelka

Jan Lavacek & Carole Sullivan
Nancy McGill

William & Emily Moore

Don & Carol Nelson

Ruth Oppedahl

Andy Paulios

 in honor of Rich    

 Henderson’s career!

Deb Pausz

Dave Sample

Daniel Schicker

Shawn Schottler

John & Catherine Schwenn

Sheryl Scott

Meg Skinner

Glenn Smith

Emily Stanley

Darrel Turner & Jane Haag

Peter & Kathy Vanderloo

Phil & Mary Wegmann

Nina & Warren West

Harvey & Elaine Klassy

Ryan & Lily Rodgers
Joanne Mellema

Laura Ladwig
Caitlin Reinartz 

Kathleen Wessels

Janet Hagan

 in honor of Chris Mann

Dennis Harris

Winnie Bade

 in memory of Kay Fandel

Ron & Micki Lubcke
Margaret Smith

Richard King

Carla Wright

Sandra Kipper

 in memory of Kay Fandel

Marguerite Waller

 in honor of Don Waller

Gina Eide

 in honor of Randall Eide

Marsha Rea

 in honor of Rebecca Gilman and 

Charles Harmon

Katherine Abbott

Bernicke Wealth Management, LTD
 in honor of Kristie Weber

Bernicke Wealth Management, LTD
 on behalf of Kristie Weber

Jan Ketelle

 in memory of Kay Fandel

Dean & Catherine Rebuffoni
Paul Kilburn

Lynette Anderson
Jeff and Valerie Kubal
Mary Kay Puntillo

Don Schneider

David Kostka

James & Joan Vennie

Linda Uttech
George B. & Linda Simon
Sharon Bussard

Daniel Einstein

Mary J. Flisram

 in memory of Dr. Douglas Batty

John Huffaker & Charlene Torchia
Dorothy Messner

Keith Relyea & Jeanne Kant

Timothy & Isabel Simon

Susan Slapnick

Elaine Strassburg

M. Dian Strenski

Jim Widmer

Tim Yanacheck

Maddie and Aaron Dumas

Jim Ellis

Frances Rivoire

William & Ellen Traeger

Ellen  Zweibel
Christine Nelson

Chris Barlow

Jon & Kandy Brouchoud

  on behalf of  Jon, Kandy &   

 Juliana Brouchoud

Dale and CarlaRae Oestreich

Ronald and Aileen Luethe
Joe Rising

 in Memory of Kay Fandel

Kathy Rincon 

Jason Neton

Mark & Patricia Sonnenberg

 in memory of Dan Sonnenberg

Richard Magyar 

Susan & Joseph Wieseler
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TIME TO RENEW?    (check the renewal date printed above your address)

Renew online by visiting www.ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org 

or mail a check and the form below to:

The Prairie Enthusiasts, P.O. Box 824, Viroqua, WI 54665

Questions? E-mail Joe Rising (Communications Coordinator) at TPE@ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org
or call us at 608-638-1873. 

Thank you!

Name:  ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Address:  .......................................................................................................................................................................

City:  .........................................................................................   State: ............................   Zip:  ..................................  

E-mail:  ............................................................................................................  

The Prairie Enthusiasts Membership Levels:

 $25+ Little Bluestem  $250+ Blazing Star
 $50+ Big Bluestem  $500+ Monarch
 $100+ Shooting Star  $1,000+ Compass Club

The Prairie Enthusiasts is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,  
and contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

www.ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org

