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Grassroots Conservation in Action

A Case for Planting Conservative
Species — A Love Story

By Scott Weber

I n 1980, as part of my field
ecology internship with
the International Crane
Foundation’s (ICF) prairie
restoration project, my
supervisor Konrad Liegel
and | divided our seed col-
lection between an “experi-
mental” fall plot of one acre
and a much larger planting
the following spring. This
was the second planting on
the newly purchased farm
before any infrastructure
was built, and at a time

few practitioners saw fall
plantings as a good alterna-
tive to the traditional spring
ones. We didn’t know then
how pivotal this experi-
ment would be.

This story begins and
ends with my love of one
species: the downy gentian
(Gentiana puberulenta).

The downy gentian is not
the easiest gentian species
to grow, but much of its dif-
ficulty is a result of the limits
humans have imposed on

it, not necessarily a fault of
the gentian’s ecology or life
cycle.

A downy gentian among prairie dropseed on our farm.
This has proven to be a stable relationship for 30

years and counting. In our experience, neither species
requires virgin prairie soil as some authors report.
(Photo by Scott Weber)

Continued on Page 4
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Executive Director
Report —
2018 in Review

Chris Kirkpatrick, Executive Director

n 2018, TPE increased its land protection to include eight new, and quite
diverse, properties. Here’s a recap of our most successful land acquisi-
tion year ever.

Using funds from the WI-DNR Knowles Nelson Stewardship Pro-
gram, we bought two Wisconsin properties this year. Alexander Savanna
in Pierce County was the first land protection project for the St. Croix
Valley Chapter. And last summer, we purchased Swenson Prairies in lowa
County, a site with high quality dry prairies and habitat for some critically
rare insects.

We also were humbled by the gift of two properties, both within
the Prairie Bluff Chapter. Jim and Karen Freymiller donated Skinner Prai-
rie in Green County, Wis., which includes both dry prairie remnants and
historical diggings from early lead mining. Richard and Joanne Meinert
donated Meinert Prairie to TPE last fall. This site, which Nick Faessler
has managed for 30 years, protects dry, and dry mesic, remnants in
northern Stephenson County, Ill. (See Faessler’s story on Page 15). At the
end of the year, we closed on a donated conservation easement near
La Crosse, Wis., with Jim and Diane Rogala (see Coulee Region Chapter
News for the details).

It’s exciting to work with chapters on their first land protection
projects, and we hope this can be a model for other landowners in the
future.

Another TPE mission is to work collaboratively with conservation
organizations, and last year, we transferred easements from three other
land trusts. In the spring, the Prairie Bluff Chapter purchased the Perkins
conservation easement from the Natural Land Institute, which is contigu-
ous to Brigg’s Wetland in Rock County, Wis. We also transferred the Ellis
Trust conservation easement from the Land Trust Network of Jefferson
County Wis. to TPE’s Glacial Prairie Chapter. And we’re working now with
the family to add additional acreage of restored oak savanna.

At year’s end, TPE accepted the Richardson conservation easement
from the Jo Daviess (lll.) Conservation Foundation (JDCF). This property
near Galena is also known as Horseshoe Mound. In 2019, we will be add-
ing acreage to the easement and finalizing plans to finance restoration of
the property.

Each of these projects has an amazing story to tell, and all are great
accomplishments. But they stretch TPE’s capacity to manage the sites.
We have to balance protecting all the sites we want with our capacity
to handle the growing interest. Often, landowners and chapters have
worked long and hard on these projects, sometimes for decades. I’'ma
firm believer that we will be able to meet the challenge to protect more
sites in the years ahead, while also ensuring their perpetuation and
recovery.

Cover Photo: Lupine by Debra Noell
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Scott Fulton, President

Recently, Caroljean Coventree stepped down from her
roles as Vice President and Board Member of TPE and will
be focusing her time and considerable talents on leadership
of the Chippewa Savannas Chapter. We want to extend our
sincerest thanks to Caroljean for her outstanding service to
Chapter Support over the past several years. Thanks also to
Jerry Newman of the Prairie Bluff Chapter, who was elected
by the Board to the position of Vice President in December.

Leadership change - indeed change of all kinds - is part
of the natural order of any human group. Every organization
has a life cycle of its own that moves from bright startup to
enthusiastic growth, awkward adolescence, mature adult-
hood, and finally a time to renew the cycle, move on, or
perhaps to just pass away. Our own personal involvement in
the group has the same life cycle, and most of us are all too
aware that our time is limited.

For those of you who may not have memorized TPE’s
mission statement, take a look at the top of the facing page. A
critical part of the mission is to “...seek to ensure the perpetu-
ation and recovery of prairie, oak savanna and other associ-
ated ecosystems of the Upper Midwest...” Land trusts all tend
to use terms like “in perpetuity” or “forever” to describe their
efforts at land protection. “Forever” is certainly an exaggera-
tion — after all, a mere 25,000 years ago our entire region was
covered with deep glacial ice, tundra or boreal forest. | person-
ally find the “seven generations” principle of the First Nations
to be hard enough for us mere mortals.

President’s Message —
Management in Perpetuity

But how do we reconcile the finite life cycle of our very
human organization and all its members with our mission of
protecting these cherished natural communities “in per-
petuity?” To put it another way, how can we at least try to
ensure that all the countless hours and dollars we have spent
working to restore our local sites will not be wasted down
the road?

Now that TPE is a fully accredited land trust, we have
committed to follow the best practices that have evolved
over many decades at other organizations with the same
goal to legally protect natural communities. However, as
the long-term caretakers of prairie and oak savanna in our
region, we face a deeper challenge. We all know full well
it’s not enough to legally protect a site in perpetuity — we
also must ensure that active management is carried on in
perpetuity as well, or the prairie and savanna will ultimately
disappear.

Successfully meeting the challenge of “management
in perpetuity” will require thoughtful and creative use of
all our available resources including dollars, staff, profes-
sional services and - critically - the committed local volun-
teers in our chapters. At a recent Board meeting, we asked
the Land Protection and Land Management Committees
to join forces to consider our long-term strategies, and
what potential changes in policies and practices might be
needed. Please let us know what you think (president@
ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org).

Editor's Notes

Debra Noell, Editor

brass band from down the

street boomed into the open-
air, dimly lit bar in New Orleans
when it happened. An important
friend, a travel buddy for more
than a decade, mentioned how she voted in the last election.
The venomous argument following this exchange surprised
us both.

In my lifetime, I’ve never felt such painful division among
friends, colleagues, neighbors, even families. In this polar-
ized climate, should we turn our backs on people we love,
lose alliances we’ve shared for a lifetime, just because we
disagree on a certain philosophy?

This question runs through every part of my life, it
seems, including TPE.

April 2019

We in TPE embrace the same fundamental values -
nature matters to us. We find peace and balance internally
when complete prairie ecosystems thrive around us. But as
humans, as Gary Eldred writes in his essay “What Kind of
Person?” (page 8), we often focus on our differences. We see
what is “bad” in each other. We don’t take the time to listen,
study, learn and understand.

The debates I’ve heard at TPE tend toward prescribed
fire or no fire, scientific data or anecdotes, restored
ecosystems or remnant prairies. I’m sure there are more. |
hope we can use The Prairie Promoter as a neutral ground
to share stories, experiences and differences. Let’s talk it
out, as my friend and I did, and focus on what we have in
common, because in the end, we need each other.

Now more than ever.



A Case for Planting Conservative Species — A Love Story ... continued from Page 1

| saw my first downy gentian growing among bands of
prairie dropseed at Avoca Prairie in lowa County, Wis., while
collecting and scouting seed sources for ICF. With ample rain
in the fall of 1980, the dropseed and gentian harvest was

plot bloomed. So, either those species were too small to
identify, or the sampling method missed them entirely. After
that, definitions of success changed, and fall plantings at ICF
became the norm, not the exception, as they have for many

great. Flowers with such deep blue color are rare, and the
gentian immediately became my favorite prairie species.

From that moment, | wanted to recre-
ate the dropseed/gentian community.
These species are not mutually depen-
dent on each other, but they coexist
quite well together.

We hand broadcast seed for the
ICF planting in mid-November after soy-
bean harvest on semi-frozen ground.
In May 1981, the remaining seeds were
hand broadcast on four adjacent acres.
Both fall and spring seed mixes were
identical. After 38 years, the boundary

organizations.

Absence of proof is not proof
of absence. We often don'’t ap-
preciate the ability of many
species to utilize both organic
and inorganic sources of nutri-
ents; a mix of both is probably
the most accurate model for
our field conditions.

The first planting my wife, Muffy, and | did on our farm in

Sauk County, Wis., in 1988 was a small
section of former pasture that we tilled
twice and fall planted to dropseed and
gentians, leaving out tall grass, cover
crops and most everything else com-
mon in conventional seed mixes. The
dropseed came in as thick as bluegrass
and took a few years for the seedlings
to thin out. But in five years, we had
blooming dropseed and gentians.

Fear of failure is a great incentive
to sow too many seeds per square foot,

between the two is still visible.

as | learned with the dropseed. A high

The fall planting is much more
diverse - with dropseed and a few gentians plus many other
“conservative” species (most associated with virgin or undis-
turbed prairie as opposed to a planting) while the spring
planting is dominated by big bluestem and low diversity.

Ironically, because of sampling methods (percentage
native cover) and definitions of success (highest percent-
age native cover), the spring planting was rated better until
the fifth year when the slower maturing species in the fall

seeding rate, coupled with the weeds
already in the soil seed bank, results in the most aggres-

sive, first-germinating species dominating at the expense

of others. Fortunately, in this case, the gentians probably
germinated before the dropseed and, because of different
root systems and nutrient requirements, they formed a fairly
stable community. But it certainly was not immune to some
change over time.

We then planted a diverse seed mix, both clean seed and
chaff, on subsoil exposed by bulldozer work
along our driveway and near our house. The
first downy gentian that bloomed was so small |
barely noticed it, but over the years it grew into
a nice, healthy specimen, and we have several
individuals that are established and reproduc-

ing.

Challenging assumptions

In 1999, | read an article about “under-
ground mysteries,” which claimed gentians and
other “prairie obligates” need healed or virgin
prairie soil, and yet here was contrary evidence
right outside my window. Three gentian species
- downy, bottle and fringed - grow within a few
feet of each other in places. We also have wood
lilies, leadplant, hoary puccoon, goat’s rue,
cream and white wild indigo, lupine, pale-spike
lobelia, downy phlox, wood betony, and two
orchids: Case’s ladys’-tresses and the tubercled
orchid. Except for the orchids, which arrived
on their own, we used mostly seeds and a few
plugs.

These plantings and many others contra-
dict the theory that a dropseed/gentian-type
community can only be achieved after decades
of linear plant succession to a “climax” commu-

Bumble bee visits a downy gentian. (Photo by Scott Weber)
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A Case for Planting Conservative Species — A Love Story ... continued from Page 4

nity.? In fact, since the original community at Avoca Prairie
was destroyed by the flood of 1993 and replaced by big
bluestem, the very idea of a climax is debatable. There are no
guarantees that the dropseed will return, even in that “wild”
system.

Based on what we know about seed germination, these
species germinate the first growing season in spring after
breaking dormancy, some as soon as the ground thaws.

The notion that they “fail
to show up’” is primarily
a function of sampling
method, seed mix design
and planting date, assum-
ing no catastrophic
weather event.

The goals of quick
native cover and diversity
are mutually exclusive
because the former works
against the latter by
favoring the fastest, most
aggressive species planted
at rates that far exceed the
norm for wild prairie. Also,
one fall versus spring com-
parison is one replicate.

To average out differences
in soil type, weather, seed
supply, weed pressure and
post-planting manage-
ment, we need several
replicates over many years, and
this is where published research
has mostly failed us.

ICF, like TPE and Madison Audubon, have plantings that
span several decades. Each has excellent examples of better
early diversity as seed mixes and methods improve, but pub-
lishing and presenting is expensive and not the primary goal
of these organizations.

Most prairie species, regardless of their longevity, are
essentially pioneer species and able to colonize either bare
soil or disturbance in existing vegetation, native or other-
wise, by seeding followed by either mowing or burning. If
given a choice, | would rather start with bare soil or old field
than established tall grass, like big bluestem. Our data from
seed and plant production shows that many species thrive on
low fertility as a function of their biochemistry, and this gives
our natives a competitive advantage on poor soil over many
weed species.

Even many orchid species do not wait for “healed”
soil. Muffy and | found prairie white fringed orchids, which
escaped the nearby virgin prairie and colonized the drainage
ditch of the adjacent corn field where herbicide killed the
competition. In fact, that was where the majority of individu-
als were for a year or so until the use of glyphosate-resistant

April 2019

Two-month-old downy gentian seedling. This species will contrib-
ute little or nothing to percentage native cover in its first year or
two of growth, and therefore, it often escapes the data base of
most planting studies. (Photo by Scott Weber)

crops killed everything in and adjacent to the ditch.*

We also have more than 40 years of experience planting
thousands of acres with the WI-DNR, private landowners and
non-profits using no inoculants of any kind under all sorts
of planting conditions and soil types, including a reclaimed
parking lot.>

We greatly underestimate the ability of fungi and bacte-
ria to infect new soil; perhaps spores travel with the seeds
because many pollinators and
seed predators spend a good
part of their life cycle in contact
with soil. Absence of proofis
not proof of absence. We often
don’t appreciate the ability of
many species to utilize both
organic and inorganic sources
of nutrients; a mix of both is
probably the most accurate
model for our field conditions.

The great problem in
restoration ecology theory
is assumptions aren’t tested
thoroughly. Just because
one study “proves” that one
method works, it doesn’t prove
that others don’t. And in some
circumstances, no methods
work because these are natural
systems with many variables.
Unfortunately, science is rife
with examples of methodology
designed to prove pre-existing
assumptions.®

As we learned, simply
changing the planting season challenged the assumptions
about the fitness of conservative species. Many of our break-
throughs have been accidents resulting from the inability or
reluctance to follow the standard procedures. The first gen-
tian blooming on our subsoil, for instance, came from seed
cleaning chaff thrown out a nearby window.

The limiting factor for plant colonization, based on our
experience, is a function of a species’ seed dispersal from an
isolated remnant to new habitat managed for its survival. So
instead of an ecological problem, it’s an economic problem;
how do we boost seed supplies of the rarest or most-difficult-
to-harvest species if their commercial production is unprofit-
able or unaffordable, and local populations are scarce? How
do we deal with human impatience?

Economics & profit affect production

If a species’ production cannot be mechanized and accel-
erated, it can never be more than a footnote in a seed mix or
research project. Throw in the issue of local genotype, and
you have a very limited market. Growing downy gentian for
any market isn’t profitable, but it’s essential to its survival.



A Case for Planting Conservative Species — A Love Story ... continued from Page 5

In the past, | greatly underestimated the economic and
social factors that limit seed mix design.” Our data collection
may be as objective as possible, but all seed mix designs are
highly subjective; no mix for any situation is independent
of cost and human bias. The DNR, for example, buys few
species (about 3% of the total seed count) that cost more
than $100 per pound.® Gentian, shooting star, phlox, prairie
smoke, and many others, are well outside of the price range
unless collected on public lands by limited-term labor. Most
public and private land
managers cannot control

This is why I'm volunteer-

ing to grow downy gen-

tians for the TPE nursery.

I must have faith in seeds

and disregard the nega-
tive literature.

their budget or the num-
ber of acres to be planted
in a given year. When
crop fields are taken out
of production, the vast
majority are enrolled
immediately in Natural
Resource Conservation

Service programs for cost
sharing, and in that sec
tor the gentian and other expensive species are excluded.
This is why I’'m volunteering to grow downy gentians for
the TPE nursery. | must have faith in seeds and disregard the
negative literature. There are many challenges for produc
tion, including highly variable seedling vigor, which may be a
function of inbreeding depression?, and lack of good com-

mercial growing media of the correct drainage and pH. The
inclusion of downy gentian is a seed supply problem that
must be subsidized by non-profits and volunteers, or they
will continue to be lacking in restoration plantings.

Footnotes

1. Kleine, Adele. Underground Mysteries, Mycorrhizal Fungi and the
Healing of Prairyerth, The Prairie Reader, Fall 1999.

2. Schramm, P. Prairie Restoration, A 25-year perspective on estab-
lishment and management, The Proceedings of the Twelfth North
American Prairie Conference, University of Northern lowa, 1992.

3. Diboll, N., page 137, Designing Seed Mixes, The Tallgrass Restora-
tion Handbook, edited by Packard and Mutel. Island Press, 1997.

4. 2000-2008 survey of Wiowash (formerly Oshkosh-Larsen) trail
and State Natural Area for Platanthera leucophaea.

5. DNR seed production plots at the former Badger Army Ammuni-
tion Plant. Look for the stand of prairie dock along Highway 12
north of the main gate.

6. See De Waal, Frans. Are We Smart Enough to Know How Smart
Animals Are? W.W. Norton, 2016. Examples of bias methodology
to “prove” how smart humans are compared to other animals.

7. Weber, S. Designing Seed Mixes for Restorations: Revisiting the
Formula, Ecological Restoration. Vol. 17, No. 4,1999. UW Press.

8. Analysis of 2012 DNR seed purchases.

9. Based on author’s unpublished data on Cypripedium seedling
survival comparing results from crosses with parents of same
and different populations. Both gentians and lady slipper orchids
are insect pollinated, primarily by bee species.
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Tree of Life

By David Cordray

Crack, thud, pop - the out-of-place sounds catch my atten-
tion. | stare toward the distant oak savanna, cup my hands
around my ears, and listen carefully. | hear a soft cadence of
continuous “thuds” interrupted by an occasional loud crack
or pop.

“Manna from heaven,” | think, and walk over to the oak
savanna to investigate.

Acorns are falling everywhere. Dropping from oak tree
branches above. Most hit the ground in a soft thud. Others
drop from high in a tree, hit a fist-size diameter tree branch
below in a loud “crack,” ricochet into a larger tree trunk in a
“pop” before landing on the ground in a “thud.”

The path before me is coated with bur oak acorns. It’s
impossible not to step, or slip, on them. This is an episodic
hard mast event, | think, the biggest
acorn mast since we started this oak
savanna restoration 17 years ago.

Why so many acorns? | believe
there are a couple of factors. The first
is that it takes time for suppressed oak
trees to recover. Restoration activities
such as daylighting oaks, or removing
canopy competition, allows the strug-
gling oak trees to take in more sun-
light. Over time, the oak trees become
healthy enough to reproduce again.

A second reason could be oak tree
regeneration. In order to overcome all
of the acorn predators, it takes an amazing amount of acorns.
A simple law of numbers — more acorns than predators allows
some acorns to develop into oak trees.

| quickly realize there is a lot more going on here than
just acorns dropping from the sky. The savanna is as busy as
a New York City street. | move ahead in a stiff-legged shuffle,
reminiscent of my failed roller skating days.

| stumble only a few paces forward before, one, two,
three, four whitetail deer heads pop up from behind an Amer-
ican hazelnut bush. A doe and her three triplets. They watch
me lazily, jaws busy with pulverizing acorns. The heads all go
back down in the same order they first appeared, apparently
more interested in gorging on acorns than watching me.

| hear shrill charr-charr-charr calls and look skyward
to see a rowdy flock of red-headed woodpeckers fly into a
nearby bur oak tree. Several of the youngsters, evidenced by
the brownish-black head, rather than the adult red plumage,
appear to be competing with each other for the best acorn-
picking branches.

The scene reminds me of my younger self racing with
my siblings to the biggest strawberry picking patch only
to find our great-grandmother, walking away with a flat of
eye-popping large berries, had already beat us to it. | watch
the redheads fly away with acorns in beak to some distant
location and cross paths with other redheads coming back for
more acorns. | wonder how many locations an individual bird
will cache acorns? I also wonder if many of the birds will stay
this winter given the abundant supply of acorns.

| hear a call of a hawk and quickly realize it’s a trickster
blue jay doing its best to imitate a red tailed hawk. “Trying
to scare off the redheads,” | say to the jay, “it doesn’t appear
to be working.” The jay, along with several buddies, settle for
another oak tree. They pry out smaller nuts from their husks,
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Photo by David Co‘rdray

stuff their crops to near breaking point, and still manage to
secure that last large nut in their beaks before flying off over
the nearby prairie to some unknown location. Blue jays are
excellent dispersers of oak trees. They fly great distances
with acorns and inevitably drop many along the way.

Out of my peripheral vision, a long set of probing anten-
nas comes into view. | recognize it immediately — a walking
stick insect. It must have fallen from above and landed on my
arm. | watch it move in a repeatable pattern of a stiff jerk or
sway followed by a freeze, reminding me of a street mime
routine. Walking sticks feed on oak leaves. They rely on their
stick-like camouflage to avoid numerous predators.

| return the walking stick to an oak tree branch and skate
forward over the acorns. Pieces of acorn shells rain down on
me, and | trace the falling debris to a
fox squirrel directly above me. | notice
little piles of acorn shell pieces ona
log and quickly find the pile maker. A
chipmunk sits on the far end of the
log, spinning an acorn in his little front
feet as his teeth strip the shell from the
tasty insides.

Moving on, | find a large area
where the ground has been scratched
and scraped, leaving fresh earth visible.
Eastern wild turkeys, | think, expos-
ing freshly fallen acorns hidden in the
vegetation/litter on the woodland
floor. Suddenly, a white-footed mouse scampers down a tree,
grabs an acorninits teeth, and scurries back up the tree out
of sight.

| find a location where the path is littered with thumb-
size diameter broken oak tree branches, the attached leaves
still green but the acorns missing from the attached husks.

A family of raccoons, | think. They love to climb up, break off
branches, drop them to the woodland floor and collect their
bounty. Way more efficient than trying to pick off one nut at a
time in the tree.

So much diversity of life here, | think. All of these animals,
in some way, dependent on the oak tree - the tree of life.
What a rich experience to be able to touch, hear and see this
amazing display of nature’s richness.

| think about the long years, months, days, hours of saw
work, invasive species control, and prescribed fire needed to
bring back this oak savanna from the near-death condition
it was found. | try to imagine what it must have been like for
southern Wisconsin’s early settlers. Did they see this land of
expansive oak savannas teeming with wildlife as a natural
wonder or as another obstacle in the struggle to carve out a
livelihood?

Today, of course, the expansive oak savanna is gone.
Whittled down to a few hundred acres and labelled with the
term “endangered.” Nonetheless, | feel fortunate in having
participated in the rebirth of this oak savanna.

| take in a deep breath, filling my lungs with the energy
of this place. A blue jay sweeps by and | follow its flight out
of the savanna, over the prairie and into a distant overgrown
woodlot. | hold the woodlot in my gaze, parsing out a few oak
trees from the woodlots thick canopy.

“I’'m coming for you soon,” | whisper to myself.

Republished with permission from the blog “Ecologically
Speaking,” www.environmentalreturn.com/blog
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What Kind of Person?

By Gary Eldred

t one time or another, we have all uttered these words.

Usually, it’s when we’ve seen or heard about someone
doing something over the top stupid, selfish, hurtful or even
evil. Last December, | had to ask myself that very same ques-
tion, oddly enough, from 180 degrees the other direction.
Let me explain.

| was on a winter’s afternoon drive in northeast lowa. |
started from Marquette, lowa, and headed north to Harpers
Ferry. The next town was Lansing, a picturesque, Mississippi
River town in northeast lowa. A couple miles south of Lan-
sing, | was pleasantly surprised to see a large, south-facing
bluff that had been restored to a very impressive 30-acre oak
savanna!

| admired the person who would put so much effort into
such a project, but | continued on north toward Lansing.
After about a mile, | decided that | needed to overcome my
introverted tendencies, go back and attempt to contact the
owner. To my surprise, someone was home. | introduced
myself, and he invited me in.

It turned out he was a retired USFWS, Upper Mississippi
Wildlife Refuge supervisor. We had a great conversation that
lasted for over an hour!

He had many interesting stories to tell, but one | found
to be the most moving, although short, was about an

(Sketch by Gary Eldred)

encounter he had with

a timber rattlesnake

on the road adjacent to
his property. It seems
that one day, there was
this rattlesnake in the
road, and he stopped to
admire it and let it move
to safety. While watching
it, an oncoming motorist
stopped and stated that if
my friend would backup,
the motorist would crush
the hapless reptile with
his 2,000-pound car! “The
hell with you. That’s my
snake,” was his angry
response.

That’s what got me
to thinking about what kind of a person would do that for a
rattlesnake? About an hour after thinking about this man’s
kindness and compassion, | think | came up with an answer.

He’s the same kind of person who would open a car win-
dow to let a bee out rather than kill it. The same kind of per-
son who would remove a spider from
a bathtub rather than wash it down A
the drain. The same kind of person f‘ﬁ-'
who would slow down to avoid killing a Y
migrating monarch butterfly with a car. 2
The person who pulls their car over and
moves a turtle off the road.

These people are us - Prairie
Enthusiasts.

We spend decades cutting trash
trees and brush from prairies and
savannas to care for and restore them.
We spend years protecting and loving
native prairie plants, insects, birds and
animals. We wait, year after year, for
a favorite compass plant or purple milk-
weed to turn its mystical and spiritually
enriching blooms toward the life-giving
sun. We spend countless hours collect-
ing, cleaning and planting prairie seed
with unyielding optimism that we are
helping save some of the beauty and
mystery we love, value and wish to
leave to future generations.

I am unable to fully express my
deepest respect for those who put
these qualities high on the list of what
is so important in their lives. After
43 years of prairie conservation and
restoration efforts, | can honestly say:
“That’s the kind of people we are!”

(Lady’s-tresses sketch by Gary Eldred)
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Exhibit Showcases Eldred’s Artwork

By Grace Vosen

G ary Eldred guessed 50 people might attend his exhibit
opening at Holy Wisdom Monastery in January. When
nearly 200 people appeared that night, he was “absolutely,
completely humbled.”

The attendees, representing at least a dozen conserva-
tion groups, came to honor the artist and admire the art.
They packed into the monastery’s event center in Middleton,
Wis., where 23 images were displayed in tidy black frames.
These were prints of Eldred’s pen-and-ink drawings of prairie
plants. A founding member of TPE, Eldred had encountered
the rare species on the remnants he helped preserve. Now,
almost three decades after creating the drawings, he shared
a story with the reception guests.

Rare native plants are often left out of field guides,
Eldred explained. He’d set out to draw pictures that were
as true-to-life as botanical illustrations. Studying multiple
photos of one species, he would use different elements of
each photo to draw a composite image. A single drawing in
his pointillist style could take him 30 hours to complete.

Eldred matched this investment of time with a healthy
dose of talent. But up until 2019, he had never put his work
on display. The Holy Wisdom exhibit was the brainchild of
Empire-Sauk Chapter member Ron Endres. Its location was
far from random; Endres had been involved with prairie res-
toration at the monastery for several years. During this time,
he’d seen art exhibits come and go, and he noticed there was
“down time” between displays. He wanted to give the mon-
astery a permanent collection to put up at those times.

This collection would reflect the beauty of the prairie
outside the building, connecting visitors more deeply to the
land. Eldred’s drawings fit the bill perfectly. Not wanting to
cost Holy Wisdom any money, Endres paid to have the prints
framed. He then showed the drawings to monastery staff,
helping them appreciate what he calls “a perfect match of
art and venue.” When they approved the collection, he also
organized and sponsored a reception.

To teach visitors about the artwork, Endres developed
a set of informational cards. The cards hung below the pic-

Gary Eldred shows his original drawings to Ron
Endres. (Photo by Rob Baller)
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Visitors enjoy Gary Eldred’s artwork. (Photo by Grace Vosen)

tures, describing the biology, uses and legends of each plant.
They also noted whether the species could be found in the
prairies at Holy Wisdom. Such details highlighted the impor-
tance of personal experiences with nature.

Guests left the event with an appreciation for natural
beauty. Landscape artist Ken Schneider gave a glowing
review of Eldred’s work, saying that it “displays a fundamen-
tal knowledge of both style and subject matter... Gary deftly
balances the strength and fragility of these beloved gems.”

Dominique Taquet, another local artist, added: “Pointil-
lism requires a lot of patience and a very poised and ana-
lytical mind. It’s obvious Gary loves his subject matter...
Beautiful work!”

In his speech that night, Endres gave his own take on
the meaning of the artwork: “Holy
Wisdom demonstrates the Bene-
dictine view of caring for the Earth,
and Gary’s art reflects how much
he cares for native prairie plants.”
Eldred echoed this sentiment. As
someone with no formal artistic
training, Eldred said his talent - like
his love for all things prairie - came
from within: “We all have certain
gifts we can lean on, and this was
one of mine.”

The formal exhibit at Holy Wis-
dom Monastery, 4200 Co. Hwy. M,
Middleton, closed Feb. 28. Eldred and
his artwork will be featured in a video
on TPE’s website this spring.

Gary Eldred takes a question from the audience.

(Photo by Rob Baller)



Prairie Promoters Remembered

John Morton Rutherford 1930-2018
Barbara Jean Rutherford 1932-2018

John M. Rutherford
passed away on Dec. 29,
2018. He and his wife Bar-
bara, who passed away on
June 30, 2018, were found-
ing members and steadfast
supporters of TPE, espe-
cially the Northwest lllinois
Chapter (Nipe). They will be
missed.

Upon retirement in
1990, John and Barbara
moved from Glen Ellyn,

[ll., to Apple River, Ill., and
quickly became involved in
county politics and nature
conservation. In addition
to their farm, they made a
significant land purchase in
Jo Daviess County known
as Twin Bridges (which they
found by surveying the

(Vohn RutHel.'ford)

(Barbara Rutherford)
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area from the air), and managed it as a natural area. They
removed drainage tiles on a good portion of the farm and
created a wetland that is a favorite of migrating birds. They
also purchased the old train depot building at Apple Canyon
Lake and turned it into a party venue for both family and the
community.

John was a hard-working member of the Jo Daviess
County Board, the Local Redevelopment Authority for the
Savanna Army Depot (Lost Mound Unit of the Upper Missis-
sippi River National Wildlife Refuge.) and the Driftless Area
Partnership. Before retirement, Barbara was a volunteer at
the Morton Arboretum in DuPage County where she learned
much about botany. She brought that knowledge with her
and led many field trips in northwest lllinois, spreading her
enthusiasm for native forbs and grasses to all who would
listen.

Together they founded the Jo Daviess County Natural
Area Guardians, which later merged with the Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation (JDCF). In 2017, John and Barbara
received the Nancy Hamill Winter Conservation Leadership
Award from JDCF. They are survived by four children, nine
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

Dorothy Gessert (1928-2018)

Read her story in Prairie Bluff Chapter News (Page 20)

The Prairie Promoter



‘The Lost Words’ - Book Review

When Oxford Junior Dictionary came out in 2007 without 40 common words associated
with nature, author Robert MacFarlane and illustrator Jackie Morris, wrote a book of magic

spells to “conjure back” 20 of these lost words.

By Chuck Wemstrom

n our coffee table at home sits a beautiful book, “The

Lost Words,” written by Robert MacFarlane and filled
with Jackie Morris’ lovely paintings. | bought my copy in
2017, the year it was published in England, at an Audubon
silent auction. My friend, Susan Post from the Illinois Natural
History Survey, also saw it and started bidding. When she
realized | was bidding, she graciously let me have it.

| can’t imagine how the donor could part with such a
lovely book, even for a great cause. When
| heard the book was “spells,” | thought it
must have something to do with vocabulary,
but I was wrong. It’s a book with acrostic
poems designed to magically bring back
words we’ve lost in the English language that
are associated with nature. And, the book is
certainly filled with magic:

Fern

Fern’s first form is furled
Each frond fast as a fiddle head
Reach, roll and unfold follows. Fern flares.
Now fern is fully fanned
~“The Lost Words”

The idea behind the book is that children
are losing touch with nature; they can’t, for
example, identify even the most common
trees - oaks and maples - or simple plants
such as dandelions and ferns. Words about
nature don’t even become part of their
vocabulary. This book was written in part
to try to reverse that growing trend. It was
conceived with children in mind, but adults
love it as well. What a great way to talk with
one’s kids or grandkids about nature, art, the

WwWords

times you look for it. I’ve never seen an otter swimming
under water — until now - and never heard of a conker (seed
or nut of the horse chestnut tree). So the book was also an
education.

Seeing a bird in the wild is fun; seeing one up close with
binoculars is even better. Seeing Jackie Morris’ paintings
of England’s birds and wild critters is breathtaking. Morris’
pictures of the wren will make you rethink the pro-bluebird,
anti-wren animosity
we’ve all learned.

Here at home, we
usually find a solitary
kingfisher on a utility
wire over a small creek,
but Morris’ picture of
half a dozen fishing
and sunning is a joy. Go
back and look at the
bramble; even the lowly
dandelion and the oft-
overlooked fern come
alive in a beautiful new
way on these pages.
Watch for the little
insects. Play the game
of finding how many
creatures are in this
picture or the next one.
/ Instead of chapter
titles, the authors
use word search, and
although designed for
kids, adults will also
have fun with them.
The acrostic poems, the
spells, are sometimes

(N

ROBERT MACFARLANE
JACKIE MORRIS

beauty of words and how they interconnect.
The paintings are magnificent. | thought
I knew the common birds, but | confused the raven and the

crow. | couldn’t immediately identify the European goldfinch,

and the Eurasian kingfisher looked familiar but not quite.
After seeing Morris’ painting of one heron feather, | realized
one feather is as beautiful as the entire great blue.

Her painting of the English skylark, along with
MacFarlane’s spell, will chase away one’s blues. Although I’'m
not ready to trade our horned lark for the English species,
I’m tempted. You’ll miss the newt the first two or three
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cute, occasionally
thought-provoking and often simply good poetry. We never
stop learning how to see, to become better observers of our
world. And sometimes we need a reminder just to pause, to
simply look around and enjoy.

Everything in life is connected. When we’re picking
prairie seed on a Midwest prairie restoration, England seems
so far away. But we share the same beautiful world and
many of the same concerns, including how to find clever and
lasting ways to teach coming generations about nature.
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Avon Ridge Fundraiser!

Help save the next addition to Avon Ridge Prairie, Rock County, WI
6 acre “Foslin’s Bluff”

May 2017 - solid shooting star, hoary puccoon, blue eyed grass (Photo by Tom Mitchell)

The Prairie Bluff Chapter of TPE
(serving Rock, Green and Lafayette counties in WI)
is purchasing 6 acres of dry hill prairie to add to the 16.4-acre TPE Avon Ridge conservancy
(acquired in 2015) on Newark Road in southwestern Wisconsin.

Stewardship Grant for one-half the cost is acquired.

You helped us before (with warmest thanks). Please consider again.
We have one year to purchase from the willing landowner!
We need to raise $17,000

r-—_—_-—_—_-—_—_-—_—

See further details at TPE website under Prairie Bluff Chapter — Avon Ridge Addition X

I Yes! We will donate $
Name

|  Address
Email

| Phone

|

kL

Please clip & mail with check to Prairie Bluff Treas. Jenny Mitchell, 616 27th Ave, Monroe, Wl 53566

The Prairie Enthusiasts is a 501(c)(3) organization and contributions are deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law

_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—__J




Announcements:

Download the Brocks' New Book for FREE RESTORIN G
A FRAGILE
Tom and Kathie Brock have written a new book: LANDSCAPE

“Restoring a Fragile Landscape,” and they’re offering it as
a free download through their website at www.pvcblog. I: The Early Years
blogspot.com .

The book details the history and processes of restor-
ing Pleasant Valley Conservancy (PVC) in western Dane
County, Wis., over the past 20 years. This book is the first
of what the Brocks hope will be a two- or three-volume
presentation about their work at PVC, a 140-acre dedi-
cated State Natural Area.

Although the book covers restoration of PVC’s
tallgrass prairies, oak woodlands and wetlands, there’s s M -
emphasis placed on oak savanna restoration. The book Pboaunl'\'umﬁg::‘:::m:f
is extensively illustrated with photos taken throughout : ’
the restoration process. In addition, TPE has learned Tom
Brock will be awarded an honorary doctoral degree from
UW-Madison this spring for both his work in microbiology
and his post-retirement work promoting biodiversity and
ecological conservation.

by Thaemas 1, qpq Katheelne b, Brock

Detailing the Day of Insects

By MJ Hatfield

If you read this edition in time, consider
attending the 11th annual Day of Insects (DOI) at
Reiman Gardens March 29 — 30 at lowa (Ames)
State University.

This annual event brings together profes-
sionals, academics, advocates and enthusiasts

of all levels from across the country to e>'<plore POLLI NATION

and celebrate entomology (the study of insects). . ' - £ B
Topics often include insects native to lowa, exotic e ] - A L)
and endangered insects, conservation efforts and Sl ; T

-l,l‘._ "

new educational programs aimed at advancing the
appreciation of all invertebrates.

This year there are several presentations
related to insects in prairies, oak forests and
native-planted yards. For the agenda and more
information, see the website at www.reimangar-
dens.com/collectionsfinsects/day-of-insects/

If you can’t make it this year, follow the web-
site for the 2020 event, and if you’re interested in
being a presenter, contact MJHatfield@onetoa.org
or mantisnb@iastate.edu. Each year, we open two
“wild card” slots for the invertebrate community.
One of the goals of DOl is to give individuals working on
insects an opportunity to share with others. What insects
fascinate you? What are you working on and are you ready
to share your enthusiasm and knowledge with others?

Let us know.
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TPE 2019 Banquet & Conference Recap

By Evanne Hunt

Following the snowiest Febru-
ary in history, the annual TPE
conference and banquet attendees
warmed themselves by talking
prairie March 2 at the Off Broad-
way Banquet & Conference Center
in Menomonie, Wis.

Co-hosted by the Chippewa
Savanna and the St. Croix Valley
chapters, the theme was Identifica-
tion, Conservation & Fun. TPE staff
handled the registration, pro-
cessed payments and assembled
conference folders for 146 attend-
ees; 95 stayed for the banquet.

The raffle ($1,741) and silent
auction ($1,677) raised a total of
$3,418 for the chapters.

Dr. Susan Galatowitsch gave
the conference keynote presenta-
tion titled “Why Organizational
Resilience Matters to Restoration.”
This topic was timely as TPE moves
from a “young” organization to a “mature”
one. Resilience is the capability of an organization to anticipate
crises, react to short-term shocks and adjust to unexpected
disruptions.

A popular presentation was "Rare plants of Wisconsin’s
Western Prairie and Upper Driftless Area” by Kevin Doyle who
described the unique flora and “edge of range” species to look
for on field trips. A total of 12 breakout sessions covered such
diverse topics as “Art on the Prairie,” “Wild Food from the Prai-
rie Landscape” and “Climate Change and Prairie Plants.”

New this year was a group conversation on motivations
for joining and participating in TPE and ways TPE can support
younger members. The 15+ group was led by Gary Eldred and
Amy Delyea-Petska.

After the evening banquet, Dr. Shawn Schottler enter-
tained us with an interactive quiz. He challenged our views of
plants, and how they do or don’t meet our conservation objec
tives — such as creating habitat for pollinators.

Intergenerational conversation breakout session.
(Photo by Evanne Hunt)
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Photo contest winner “Karner Blues”
by Kerstyn Perrett

Banquet Awards & Recognition

Chris Kirkpatrick, executive director
of TPE, announced the winner of the 2019
photography contest: “Karner Blues” by
Kerstyn Perrett. Runner up was “Prairie
Sunrise” by Gary Shackelford. Other final-
ists were “Disciples and the Master” by Rob
Baller, “Fawn in Prairie” from Gary Shack-
elford, and “Jewel of the Prairie” by Lydia
Martin.

Joe Rising announced the winners of
the Prairie Haiku contest: Matt Kaproth
and Jake Michaels.

Moonrise in summer
Jewels upon the prairie
Glisten dew collects

- Matt Kaproth

Oak leaves underfoot
Crispy, crunchy, light it up
Honeysuckles roast

- Jake Michaels

Rich Henderson recognized the Moely Prairie
management team for their extraordinary work and
exemplary community outreach. Denny Conner and Paul
Anderson were in attendance and talked about their
goals, the volunteers, and why Moely is special to them.
Amy and Rick Chamberlin, not present, also are part of
the team.

Thank you to all for a great conference!

The organizing committee for the conference
included Caroljean Coventree, Amy Delyea-Petska and
Evanne Hunt. Everyone involved would like to thank all
the speakers and presenters, our sponsors and exhibi-
tors, and the many volunteers who contributed to mak-
ing the event a tremendous success!

Presenters Kevin Doyle and Rich Henderson.
(Photo by Greg Korman)
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Meinert Prairie: A Prairie Bluff Partnership & Protected Gem

By Nick Faessler

einert Prairie, a hidden remnant of the Allen Meinert

farm near the Illinois-Wisconsin border, has been my
restoration passion for three decades. Now, thanks to the
Meinert family and TPE, it will be protected into the future.

Richard and Joanne Meinert donated the prairie to TPE
in December 2018, after it changed hands a number of times
within the family since Allen Meinert owned it in the 1980s.
TPE paid for the survey work on the property and divided the
prairie from the agricultural land, which was sold to another
farmer.

[ first found this little patch of flowers, with few grasses,
more than 30 years ago. Like most prairies deprived of fire,
it had been overrun with eastern red cedars, sumac and
other invasives, but a remnant prairie remained. The Meinert
family gave permission for me to do the usual burns, sumac
clearing, brush cutting and weed pulling. Over 75 native
plants survive on this 6.5-acre parcel in Stephenson County,
[ll., just over the Wisconsin state line.

Meinert Prairie shows off fields of pasque flowers,
shooting stars, pale purple coneflowers, lead plant and New
Jersey tea.
Joinus for a
tour from 1to
3p.m. May 11.

Histori-
cally, after
the Meinert
family’s small
herd of cows
were milked,
they were
turned loose

to graze the
entire day,
ambling down
along lane to
find the tasty
flowers on the
small prairie.
But when they
planted corn
or oats instead
of grazing the ®
land, the cows B i, o A - .

lost access Richard and Joanne Meinert (Photo by Nick Faessler)
to the back

corner and grazed elsewhere. It was never tilled because a
large ditch prevented access by farm tractors, and the native
flora survived.

Kim Meinert shared a story about a time her father,
Allen, drove the tractor near that patch of land to collect
flowers. Her mother made arrangements to show at the local
county fair. As a little girl, Kim packed a lunch and took an
expedition to enjoy the prairie on her own.

Thanks to our collective efforts, this parcel of land has
been added to the list of TPE’s lands to own, care for and pro-
tect. We consider the Meinerts’ gift a compliment and thank
them for entrusting us with their most valuable possession.
Allen Meinert must have thought | was crazy to suggest his
flowers needed burning to protect them from disappearing,
but he trusted us. After a few years, he agreed to a pre-
scribed burn, and the prairie has been showing improvement
with more species appearing each year.

It’s gratifying to know the work here will not be lost, and
TPE will protect this beautiful spot in perpetuity.

Field d.fShooting star with wood betony & golden alexander.
_ (Photos by Nick Faessler)
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Coulee Region

Chapter’s First Land Protection Project

Jim Rogala

The Prairie Enthusiasts operates as a diverse set of
chapters with a wide range of activities in land protection. In
the past, the Coulee Region Chapter has focused on being a
landowner support chapter and doing educational outreach.
But in December, our chapter completed its first land protec
tion project by establishing a conservation easement held by
TPE on my family’s property in La Crosse County.

The project, named Rogala Prairies, is on land that
contains small hill prairie remnants (outlined in yellow on the
map) with southwest facing slopes within an oak/hickory for-
est that was once an oak savanna. The scattered remnants
total about 5 acres and contain most of the typical hill prairie
plant species found in this part of the state.

Species with the highest conservative index include:
downy paintbrush, smooth cliff brake, pasque flower, hairy
puccoon and hoary puccoon. Many other species typically
found on hill prairies are present, including short green
milkweed, cylindric blazing-star, fringed puccoon, silky aster,
aromatic aster, white camass and bird’s-foot violet. Within
the 128-acre property is also 30 acres of reconstructed prairie
(outlined orange) that began in 2001.

Management of my prairies has been completed using
a variety of resources since 2001. Like many Coulee Region
Chapter landowners, I’ve relied on volunteers from our
chapter to help conduct prescribed burns on my property.
I’ve also tapped into TPE’s “Hill Prairie Initiative” funding

Rogala Prairie near La Crosse, Wis. Yellow outline are remnants; orange
outline shows reconstructed prairie. (Photo courtesy Jim Rogala)
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from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife’s Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Program to complete brush management on the remnants.
A similar grant from the WI-DNR Landowner Incentive Pro-
gram (LIP) addressed non-native woody species invasions in
areas adjacent to the remnants. And as with most landown-
ers, | spend a ton of my time performing the varied manage-
ment tasks required to maintain and enhance my prairies.

This first land protection project for our chapter has
served to familiarize us with the process and we’ll be
ready when the next opportunity comes along. Thanks to
TPE, particularly Chris Kirkpatrick, for helping our chap-
ter establish an easement protecting more prairie in the
Coulee Region.

Chippewa Savannas

Prescribed Fire Class

The Chapter welcomes all to its prescribed fire
workshop April 13, 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., at Simply Dunn
in Downsville, Wis. There will be classroom work cover-
ing the basics of fire behavior and management, then
move to a hands-on experience with tools. If the weather
conditions are suitable, we will use the tools to ignite and
extinguish a grass fire.

Instructors are Kathy Ruggles, Mark Leach and Amy
Delyea-Petska. Registration fee of $15 is due by April 8. To
register, contact Ruggles at 715-664-8368 or kathyarug-
gles@gmail.com

Empire-Sauk

Fall 2018 Badger Volunteers

Ted Cochrane

Last fall, the Empire-Sauk Chapter continued
for the 6th year as a community partner with
the UW-Madison’s Badger Volunteers program,
which organizes teams of student volunteers
who serve for a semester with one of some 80
local agencies focused on education, sustainabil-
ity and public health. Each team receives orienta-
tion, education, and training while performing
weekly service on a predetermined day and time.
This year, two undergraduates - Molly Russell
(team liaison, environmental studies/history
major) and Katherine (Katie) Hullin (anthropol-
ogy/genetics major) - volunteered three hours
(including travel time) each Tuesday afternoon,
joining TPE mentors Denny Connor, Randy Hoff-
man and me on work parties.

The work parties took place on TPE’s Hauser
Road Prairie and two partner properties, the

April 2019

Koltes Addition of the Empire Prairies State Natural Area
(owned by Groundswell Conservancy) and the tract abutting
the west edge of the Hauser Road site (owned by Mike and
Kathy Ripp). The activities ran from about 2:30 - 4:25 p.m., fol-
lowed by 10 to 20 minutes for stowing equipment, debriefing
and enjoying snacks. TPE supplied supervision and necessary
equipment and supplies.

Owing to this year’s small team size, various absences
and rainy weather (two sessions cut short and one canceled
altogether), the five of us worked a total of 76 hours at 10
sessions, less time than spent outdoors previous years.
Nonetheless, our efforts continued to generate visible
impacts.

At the first meeting, | told the volunteers about TPE,
who we are, and what we do, and Hoffman gave background
information on the Empire-Sauk Prairies, but the onset of
rain prevented our starting seed collecting.

This semester’s tasks consisted of collecting seed (the
next three sessions); cleaning and mixing seed (one session);
mixing and sowing seed (one session), and finally, cutting,
treating and piling small trees and brush (four sessions).

The students delighted in having the opportunity to handle

a brush cutter, but they were disappointed that weather
conditions this year prevented us from burning brush piles or
conducting a prescribed burn.

Meetings began with mini-lectures on such topics as spe-
cies composition along the prairie gradient, habitat restora-
tion, herbicides, firebreaks, undesirable woody vegetation,
and planting and sowing seeds. These often delivered while
shuttling from campus to save time at work sites.

On behalf of TPE, | wish to extend a heartfelt thanks to
Molly and Katie, who experienced a unique opportunity to
learn about conservation practices while helping enhance
the health of important local prairie remnants. | also thank
Denny and Randy for their expert assistance.

Student volunteers Molly Russell (L) and Katie Hullin (R), displaying tools of the trade.

(Photo by Ted Cochrane)
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New Kiosk at Schluckebier Sand Prairie

By Brandon Mann

On a cold, rainy, late October day, Denny Connor and
| erected a new kiosk for the Schluckebier Sand Prairie
property outside Prairie du Sac. This marks the first time
this property has had a kiosk for visitors sharing infor-
mation about the site’s human and natural history. The
design and layout is consistent with kiosks at other TPE
properties. It’s located just off the corner of the grass
parking lot of the south unit. Funding for the project
was generously provided by Brian and Sara Kehrli of
Prairie du Sac.

The project suffered several setbacks along the
way but was eventually completed thanks to dogged
persistence by everyone involved. One setback occurred
when the company we were working with closed unex-
pectedly halfway through the process. We had to drive
by the store to verify the company was indeed gone!
We found another company but had to start over with

the text and graphic editing. Scott Sauer using his Jedi skills. (Photos above and below by Rob Baller)
Two members deserve special recognition for their

efforts. Amy Staffen provided crucial help with the

graphic design and took the lead managing the editing

process with the graphics companies. Connor
generously donated the materials and tools for
constructing the kiosk and also made the frame
supporting the panels. It’s a great addition to
the property!

Swenson Stewardship

By Rob Baller

In mid-January, a few days before the snow
and cryogenic vortex, chapter members Scott
Sauer and Rob Baller visited Swenson Prairie
in southwestern Wisconsin. Their aim was to
clear brush. The little known, super steep, TPE-
owned, southwest-facing hill was resplendent
with the customary ungrazed and dehydrated
prairie.

For a half-day, Sauer became tree sawyer
while Baller removed smaller brush with hand
tools and herbicide. Lacking more tools, Sauer
used his Jedi powers to arrange debris into piles.
Next time we hope to have more volunteers.

";" .':ﬁ- s ..' v.*". o ﬂ "'?;"'!“' ;.'- o
New kiosk at Schluckebier Sand Prairie. (Photo by Brandon Mann)

Swenson Prairie panoramic doesn’t capture how steep it really is!
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Glacial Prairie

Alice Mirk

Sights on Spring

It’s going to be a busy spring for Glacial Prairie Chap-
ter members. First, we have a brand new easement - Shin-
ing Oaks Preserve - with shrub carr, sedge meadow and
oak savanna in eastern Jefferson County - for which we
take responsibility. This is a beautiful site we look forward
to exploring, working and maintaining. We had a walk
through Feb. 23 despite the deep snow!

In April, we are offering another Burn School for
beginners at the UW-Waukesha Field Station. The date
is April 6 from 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. The training will follow
the guidelines of the Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council.
Successful completion of this training, along with par-
ticipation on two TPE burns as an apprentice, provide
qualifications as a crew member on future TPE burns. The
Glacial Prairie Chapter will keep a registry.

We also will have work parties on our protected sites
throughout the spring every Saturday morning from 9
a.m. — noon. The sites we work on are Adams Birding
Conservancy near Whitewater; Willowbrook Wetland
and Savanna near Hartland; Adelman-Schwartz Preserve
in Walworth County, and a variety of sites in Muskego
owned by the City of Muskego.

We continue with our educational programs in the
chapter area giving talks to local schools and environ-
mental groups, and building relationships with local land-
owners who need consultation regarding conservation
and preservation. We look forward to another fruitful
and rewarding year out on the savannas, wetlands and
prairies!

Walter Mirk guides and teaches 5th graders from Mayville
School about prairies as they inventory plants at the Mayville
School Prairie. Each year, the TPE chapter adds plants that are

missing from a typical prairie. (Photo by Alice Mirk)
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“Shirley’s Savanna,” part of the Shining Oaks Preserve.
Shirley Ellis worked on the property for years by herself.
(Photo by Laura Cotting)

Northwest lllinois

Susan Lipnick

The Northwest Illinois Prairie Enthusiasts (NIPE) had a
banner year collecting and distributing prairie plant seeds
in 2018. Volunteers and staff harvested more than 2,700
pounds of seed from almost 200 varieties of plants. The
seeds, in turn, were distributed to more than 95 acres for
restoration and/or overseeding. In all, 16 projects benefitted
from the seeds - an increase from the prior year’s total of
nine projects.

Until last year, NIPE had averaged 40-60 acres of proj-
ects requiring prairie seed, collecting about 2,000 pounds
of seed per year. So why the surge in seed collection and
distribution in 20182 According to NIPE Seed Coordinator
Barb Siekowski, the chapter’s commitments to various prai-
rie owners and other seed customers required the increase.
Fortunately, NIPE’s planning throughout the year resulted in
happy customers.

The increase in seed picking also improved volunteer
opportunities at Hanley Savanna, helping meet a require-
ment of a current stewardship grant from the lllinois Clean
Energy Community Foundation.

Ultimately, the number of acres restored in any given
year depends on how much seed and what kinds of seed
are available. Siekowski explains that dry-mesic sites are the
easiest to supply with seed because NIPE has multiple seed
sources from local dry-mesic restorations at various stages
of maturity. It can be more challenging to find local sites to
harvest seeds for savannas and other very specific habitats,
such as wet sand prairie.
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Seed harvest processed in the Seed Shed at Lonetree Farm in
Stockton, Ill., this past summer and fall. The photo was taken in
November. NIPE staff member Jim Richards is in the background.
(Photo by John Arndt)

NIPE strives to use only local genotype seed, but it will
purchase seed to meet its needs and to increase species
diversity when no local sources are available. NIPE harvests
the majority of seed from restored local prairies such as
Lonetree Farm, Hanley Savanna, Casper Bluff, Gateway Park
and Wapello. It also collect seed from remnant plant popu-
lations in Jo Daviess County, Ill., and from its rare species
garden at Lonetree.

Prairie Bluff

Tom Mitchell

Remembering Dorothy Gessert

Our chapter lost an original prairie enthusiast in
December with the death of Dorothy Gessert (1928-2018). In
addition to being a charter member of the Wisconsin Prairie
Enthusiasts in 1987, she was an organizer, a pyro-technician,
a crane counter, a newspaper columnist and a dear friend to
many in the Green-Rock county area.

Dorothy Mae Stuessy was born in Avon Township, Wis.,
and attended Stokes School. In 1950, she married Robert
Gessert, and together they farmed for nearly 50 years,
earning recognition for their conservation methods and
progressive agricultural practices. Together they raised
three children and were blessed with 10 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren.

Chapter members Rob Baller and John Ochsner recall
that Dorothy was there at the formation of WPE, a group
that eventually merged with others in 1993 to form The Prai-
rie Enthusiasts. “Both Bob and Dorothy were involved in
some of our very earliest activities in the 1980s,” according
to Ochsner, who mentions prairie hikes, seed collecting and
record Wisconsin tree tours. Baller recollects that Dorothy
was always a dependable volunteer member of early burn
crews, and provided a photo of her - clad in an orange
jumpsuit — under the oaks at Magnolia Bluff.

A neighbor near Nelson Road, east of Brodhead, Wis.,
remembers the Gesserts helping him after he planted acre-
age in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). “l had a

T | | - |
/.4 Dorothy Gessert (Photo by Nick Faessler)
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terrible thistle problem, and wouldn’t you know that the

worst of it was right next to Bob and Dorothy’s,” recalls
Ray Douglas. “I didn’t want the thistle to go to seed, so
| mowed them off. It took many years of mowing, spot
spraying and pulling blossoms off to get them under
submission. But one thing | remember was, as soon as |
finished mowing, Bob would come over the fence with
two Huber beers to show his appreciation for me try-
ing to keep thistles from going to seed.” During these
conversations, the Gesserts encouraged Douglas to join
the local chapter of TPE, and after Bob Gessert’s death
in 1996, Dorothy remained a source of information.
“Nature has lost a tireless, gold-star steward with her
passing,” he notes.

Dorothy Gessert and Jean Blum coordinated the
annual Midwest Crane Count in Green County, Wis., for
many years, working with the International Crane Foun-
dation (ICF) near Baraboo, to assemble local volunteers
to count sandhill crane populations on a single day in
mid-April. They also led programs about sandhill and
whooping cranes for Monroe’s school kids during Earth
Day celebrations. “We had many good visits together,
sitting in our kitchens drinking tea, sharing our interests
in birds and prairies,” remembers Blum.

Linda Faessler tells a story about a time she called
Gessert to ask what baby bluebirds looked like. It wasn’t
long before she looked out the window, “and there was
Dorothy, sitting on the ground, legs straight and ankles
crossed, back against a tree, staring intently at the
birdhouse that held the alleged bluebird babies. | have no
idea how long she had been out there, and | was hesitant
to interrupt, so | went about my business for awhile and
later looked out, and she was still there in the same posi-
tion. I slowly and quietly opened the front door, and she
looked my way. She jumped up, and she said they were
definitely bluebirds. She had been watching the parents
feeding the babies and taking care of them.”

It’s likely Gessert used the experience for a column
she wrote for the Brodhead Independent Register. My
wife, Jenny (Zimmerman) Mitchell has been subscribing
to her hometown weekly newspaper since 1970, and
Gessert’s “Dots-Dashes” were interesting commentar-
ies on the natural world we left behind as we moved
from Wisconsin to Texas to Illinois, before returning to
Monroe, Wis., in 2007.

Gessert’s daughter, Crystal Zimmerman, says her
mother started writing a column, “Dishwater Reflec-
tions,” for a newsletter of the Rural Electrification
Administration (REA), and was a correspondent for the
Rockford Morning Star.

Anyone who ever attended a chapter social event
will recollect her Concord grape pies. Dianne Eisen-
huth reminisces that “those pies were so good, and |
have never known anyone else who ever made them.”
Eisenhut remembers looking up the recipe and learning
why they were seldom made. “It was time-consuming,
separating the seeds and meats from the skins, cooking
that, using a mill to separate the seeds from the meats,
then putting the skins and meat together again before
mixing the filling for the pie crust shell.” And, of course,
her piecrusts were homemade.

April 2019

Prairie Sands annual Christmas party and seed exchange.
(Photo by David Hamel)

Prairie Sands

Ray Goehring

Twenty-four members and guests of the Prairie Sands Chapter
celebrated their annual Holiday Gathering and Seed Exchange on Dec.
4 at More Healthy Foods & Cafe in Montello. TPE’s Gary Eldred and
Gary Adams, as well as U.S. Fish & Wildlife’s Brendan Woodall were
special guests.

While we ate delicious organic pizza, chapter members Ben
Bomkamp and Kerstyn Perrett of Nature Works LLC gave a presenta-
tion/tutorial on iNaturalist, and Shelley Hamel presented information
on the Fire Effects Information System website (www.feis-crs.org),
which provides scholarly articles on the syntheses between fire ecol-
ogy and fire regimes in the U.S.

We are looking for a new volunteer for the TPE board to replace
David Hamel who has been in the position for the last five years. No
one volunteered at the meeting, but we voted on and agreed to pay
$100 for every in-person board meeting the new volunteer attends as
representative of our chapter. The Board meets eight times through-
out the year - four by telephone conference call and four in-person
meetings. If you have any interest or questions about the position,
contact David Hamel at sdhamel@gmail.com

We also voted on and approved a $200 budget for a portable
outdoor microphone system for chapter field trips.

Thank you to Jill Schuettzpelz for being our silent auction coordi-
nator for the TPE Annual Conference on March 2, and to Cathy Franks,
David Hamel and More Healthy Foods & Café for their help in getting
chapter donations to Schuettzpelz. And, last but not least, thank you
to all of you who donated items.

Thanks also go out to Chris Schaefer for volunteering to be our
Membership Coordinator. Schaefer will remind you when your TPE
Membership dues need renewing.

We are currently working on our 2019 chapter field trip schedule.
So far the schedule includes “Frogs, Bogs and Hot Dogs” at the Hamels
on May 4, and “Witness the Second Flight of Karner Blue Butterflies” at
Mecan Prairie on July 21. Contact me at raygoe@yahoo.com if you wish
to give a tour or have questions about tours.
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Southwest Wisconsin

Jack Kussmaul

The biggest news from the Southwest
Wisconsin Chapter is the new Land Management
Endowment - an anonymous donor a year ago
gave $24,000 to start the endowment.

This fall, we launched an appeal to chapter
membership to bring it up to $50,000. We never
imagined that by the end of the year we would be
close to $180,000. This was due in large part to an
extremely generous, but unfortunately anony-
mous, donor who made a gift of $150,000 worth
of appreciated stock. A complete list of all donors
to the fund can be found in the donor section of
this edition of TPE.

Be sure to thank them when you see them!

If you add the list of donations and the start-

ing amount, the total will come to more than
$180,000. The difference reflects a reduction in

the stock market value during 2018 and fees.

The value will, of course, continue to fluctuate with
changes in the stock market and further gifts. The draw from the endow-
ment is 4% of the value at the end of the previous 12 quarters. At $180,000
this will yield $7,200 annually.

We have long realized that we cannot always depend on volunteers
and may need to hire work done. The board is already discussing which
sites are in greatest need and where this income can best be used. In the
meantime, our volunteers continue to manage our sites.

We had one work party at Double Oak where we cut and treated
sumac while hanging onto trees to avoid rolling down the very steep
slope. We had a good turnout at Eldred Prairie to cut and treat sprouting
oaks and undesirables that were encroaching on the prairie. Walter Mirk
continues to spend days at Double Oak and Gary Eldred and his crew con-
tinue their efforts at Iris Drive.

After a balmy winter, the work party at Sime Bald was canceled due
to a snowstorm. We had 18 people turn out for our holiday dinner at the
Castle Rock Inn - our best turnout ever. It gave an opportunity for friends
to connect and, just as important, to meet some new people.

We move into 2019 with great hopes and plans.

Holiday party for the Southwest Chapter on Dec. 8 at Castle Rock Inn, Muscoda.
(Photo by Martha Querin-Schultz)

The work crew at Eldred Prairie (L-R) Bob Costanza, Michael Nee, Dale Halink, Jack Roger Smith and his chain saw at the Eldred Prairie
Kussmaul and Roger Smith (missing from the photo is Steve Querin-Schultz). work party Dec. 18. (Photos by Steve Querin-Schultz)
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St. Croix Valley

Evanne Hunt

Foster Oak Savanna
Reaches Stasis

That is, Foster Oak Savanna is
in equilibrium! The invasive Eastern
red cedar, Siberian elm and iron-
wood on the hillsides have been
removed; the buckthorn is on the
run, and the plants are thriving.

The St. Croix Valley Chapter
began our work 21 years ago - our
first work party was on May 23,
1998. We hiked past the waste-
water treatment plant and up the
hill to the cemetery. The hill was
overgrown, and | remember asking
“Where’s the prairie?” Fortunately,
Wayne Huhnke knew where the
prairie bushclover, leadplant and
kittentails were hiding under the
dense canopy.

As we begin our 21st year at
Foster, the signs of our success are
everywhere - you can see the Kinni
from the cemetery and the savanna communities have been
revitalized, providing much needed habitat for the plant spe-
cies and wildlife that use the site.

Join us on a field trip this summer and celebrate what
you have accomplished.

Prairie Days 2019 — June 1

The chapter will celebrate Prairie Days on June 1 at Wil-
low River State Park. Dr. Stanley Temple returns and will talk
about sandhill cranes. There also will be games and exhibits
for children. Watch Facebook and the website for details.
Here’s the schedule so far:

8 a.m. - Prairie walk

8:30 a.m. - Bird walk

9 a.m. - Terrestrial invasives

9 — 11 a.m. - Exhibits outside the Nature Center
10:15 a.m. - Dr. Stanley Temple’s talk in the Nature
Center

* 11a.m.-TPE video “Prairie Enthusiasm” showing
in the Nature Center classroom

Exhibitors include Friends of Willow River and Kin-
ninicknic River State Parks, and the St. Croix Bird Club. For
kids, there will be a craft table, TPE zap board, firefighting
equipment, buffalo chip toss, scavenger hunt and bingo.

A panoramic vista of Foster Oak Savanna, and the gathering of friends in the picture above, shows
how work, fun and camaraderie played a role in the restoration success. (Photo by Evanne Hunt)

April 2019
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The Prairie Enthusiasts Field Trip Guide is a way to identify
opportunities to get out on the prairie and enjoy a guided
hike. Full details and directions are available on our website
calendar (http://www.theprairieenthusiasts.org/calendar_
month.asp) or by calling the office at 608-387-1873.

Contact your tour leader if you have questions about the trip or
if the weather is questionable.

Pitcher plant (Photo by Shelley Hamel)

Bog boardwalk (Photo by Shelley Hamel)

April 13, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Skinner Prairie, Green County, Wis.

Pasque flowers adorn this 12-acre prairie, donated to TPE
in 2018 by Jim and Karen Freymiller. Old mining pits are still
visible across a hillside prairie where John Skinner had his
diggings before 1830.

Trip leader: Tom Mitchell, 608-214-8690

May 4,5:00 p.m.to TBD

“Frogs, Bogs & Hot Dogs,” Marquette County, Wis.

Explore the boardwalk and walk the trail around 20 acres of
tamarack bog with pitcher plants, cottongrass, bog rose-
mary, sundews and more. Then grill something you bring
over a campfire while we listen and identify the many species
of frogs.

Trip leaders: David & Shelley Hamel, hamelshelley@gmail.com,
608-296-2866 or 608-421-4426
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May 11, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Meinert Prairie, Stephenson County, Ill.

Shooting stars and puccoon are among the colorful sights at
this recent addition by TPE, a donation in 2018 by Richard and
Joanne Meinert, one of eight sites managed by the Prairie
Bluff Chapter.

Trip leader: Nick Faessler, 608-214-3852

May 11,10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Mound Prairie Scientific Natural Area, Houston County, Minn.

Our trip leader will be Scott Leddy, a naturalist and restora-
tion practitioner who is intimately familiar with the goat
prairies of southeast Minnesota. The first part of the field
tour will take place on relatively level, low-elevation prairie.
After that, the tour will work its way up the bluff to a higher
elevation goat prairie. Join us for one or both.

Trip leader: Scott Leddy, sleddy27@gmail.com, 507-450-6548

Trip coordinator and contact: Stephen Winter, stephen.win-
ter@okstate.edu, 402-310-5460
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Cream wild indigo bloom on the hillside at Mount Prairie State Natural Area in Minnesota. (Photo by Stephen Winter) F,I'
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May 18, 6:45 a.m. to noon

Tiffany Bottoms Wildlife Area, Buffalo County, Wis.

Take an open-air train ride deep into remote areas of the
Tiffany Bottoms extensive lowland, hardwood wetlands, wet
meadows, open prairies and floodplain savannas within the
heart of the Lower Chippewa River. An ornithologist will be
on the train to guide our bird identification and share knowl-
edge about bird behavior.

Trip leader: Kathy Stahl, theprairieenthusiasts.csc@gmail.com,
715-962-4010

May 22, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Spring Flowers, Birds & Bees, Schurch-Thomson Prairie, lowa
County, Wis.

Come hike into the secluded valley of the Schurch-Thomson
and Underwood prairies. The hike will include extensive
grassland bird habitat filled with bobolinks, meadowlarks,
grasshopper sparrows, upland sandpipers, and Henslow’s
sparrows.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net,
608-845-7065
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May 29, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Sugar River Oak Savanna, Dane County, Wis.

This diverse 9-acre oak savanna is a TPE preserve managed
by the Empire-Sauk Chapter. Management with frequent fire
since 1976 has resulted in diverse flora of prairie and savanna
species with nearly 400 native plants present. A wide array
of late-spring wildflowers should be in bloom.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net,
608-845-7065

June 1,1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Pleasant Bluff Prairie, Winona County, Minn.

The Minnesota Driftless Chapter will host a field trip at Pleas-
ant Bluff, a large bluff prairie remnant. In addition to the
prairie flora at the site, participants can enjoy breath-taking
views of the Mississippi River Valley, adjacent bluffs and
Winona, Minn. UW-La Crosse Professor Emeritus Jim Theler
will share his expertise about Pre-Columbian archaeology
and terrestrial snails of goat prairies.

Trip leader: Gabe Ericksen, gtericksen@gmail.com,
507-458-3684

June 8, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Moely Prairie, Sauk County, Wis.

Moely Prairie, a 25-acre dry site spared from the plow and
heavy grazing, is known for its display of thousands of
prairie smoke each spring. Over the past several years, it’s
been undergoing significant restoration with invasive brush
removal and prescribed burns. It’s the largest of the few
remaining parcels of the original 13,000-acre Sauk Prairie,
and it’s a jewel in the making.

Trip leader: Denny Connor, 608-798-4195 or cell 608-516-1253

June 9, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Haley Savanna, Jo Daviess County, IIl.
The Northwest Illinois Prairie Enthusiasts (NIPE) will provide
light snacks and offer a wagon ride to view various Haley

Savanna prairies. Experts on birds, plants and prairie restora-
tion will be on hand to answer questions.

Trip leader: Laura Dufford, 815-541-8958
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June 15,10:00 a.m. to noon

Feist Prairie tour, Grant County, Wis.

This 3-acre remnant was purchased in
2013. Though small, it contains a large
number of species on land never culti-
vated, pastured or sprayed. We will talk
over the history, prairie plant diversity,
restoration methods and long-term goals.

Trip leader: Gary Eldred, 608-375-5271

June 15,10:00 a.m. to noon

Pleasant Valley Conservancy, Dane
County, Wis.

This beautiful state natural area with
steep goat prairies, oak savanna and
marsh will be host to visits this time of
year from Baltimore checkerspots, wet-
land skippers, swallowtails, silvery check-
erspots, fritillaries and blues. The field
trip is co-sponsored by TPE, the Southern
Wisconsin Butterfly Association and the
Madison Audubon Society.

Trip leaders: Doug Buege, Tom & Kathie Brock,
Tdbrock@charter.net, 608-238-5050

June 15, (rain date June 16), 3:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Summer Solstice (almost) hike and picnic on Rattlesnake
Ridge, lowa County, Wis.

Join us for an afternoon of hiking the bluff, prairie and bar-
rens of Rattlesnake Ridge, and celebrate the long evening
of summer with a potluck dinner in the garden meadow.
We can look for rusty patched bumblebees on the prairie,
see the effect of the first prescribed burn on the bluff, and
check the 40 acres of privately owned sand barrens for the
4:30 show of the fame flowers. Then stay to celebrate the
upcoming solstice and relax with friends, a great meal, a
musical jam and all a Wisconsin summer has to offer!

Trip leader: Sue Steinmann, ssteinmann6@gmail.com,
6087532332

Karner blue butterfly rests on the photographer’s hand at
Mecan Prairie. (Photo by Susan Schillinglaw)

June 16, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.

Parrish Oak Savanna State Natural Area, Dane County, Wis.

Looking for a Father’s Day outing? Come explore TPE’s
30-acre Parrish Oak Savanna. It has diverse savanna and
woodland flora with 240 native species. Spiderwort, frost-
weed, alumroot and roses should be in bloom. Savanna birds,
such as red-headed woodpeckers and bluebirds should be
active, so bring binoculars. The preserve consists of a rugged
dolomite-capped ridge underlain by sandstone, with out-
crops that provide for a scenic view of nearby Brigham and
Blue Mounds parks, so be prepared for uphill walking.

Trip leaders: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net,
608-845-7065, and Pat Trochlell & Ken Wade
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John Shillinglaw walks through a field of lupine. (Photo by Susan Shillinglaw)

June 16, 9:30 am. to 1:00 p.m.

Erbe Grassland & Goplin Prairies, Dane County, Wis.

Come help us look for endangered wooly milkweeds, wood
lilies and grassland birds. We want to see how well the wood
lilies have established from planted seed. This is also a great
site to experience rare and uncommon grassland birds such
as upland sandpipers, bobolinks, meadowlarks, Henslow’s
sparrows, grasshopper sparrows and more.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net,
608-845-7065

June 22,9:30 am. to 1:00 p.m.

Summer Shows on Swamplovers’ Preserve, Dane
County, Wis.

Celebrate the first day of summer at this won-
derful preserve that consists of remnant and
restored wetlands, bluff and tallgrass prairies,
and dry hilly oak-hickory woodlands. In past
years, we have observed an impressive variety
of dragonflies and butterflies as we explored
the different habitats. Bring binoculars (close-
focusing ones work best) along with your own
lunch and beverages to enjoy when we finish
the trip at the bluff-top picnic shelter.

Trip leader: Lee Swanson, Iswanson@sbcp.bank,
608-228-0743

June 29,9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Reviving a Lost Prairie Landscape, Mounds View
Grassland, lowa County, Wis.

Come for a day of hiking across TPE’s 570-acre
Mounds View Grassland preserve. We will be
encountering rich displays of early summer
prairie flowers, including pale-purple cone-
flower, wild quinine, white wild indigo, white
prairie clover, and more. Along the way, we
will also observe many uncommon grassland
birds such as bobolinks, meadowlarks, grass-
hopper sparrows, upland sandpipers and
Henslow’s sparrows, as well as butterflies and
bumblebees.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@
tds.net, 608-845-7065

July 10, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Rettenmund Prairie, Dane County, Wis.

Take an evening walk in this high-quality remnant with
displays of butterfly milkweed, leadplant and coreop-
sis. Trip co-sponsored by TPE and the Madison Audu-
bon Society.

Trip leaders: Tom & Kathie Brock, Tdbrock@charter.net,
608-238-5050
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July 13,10:00 a.m. to noon

Butterflies and flowers of Schurch-Thomson Prairie, lowa
County, Wis.

We will be hiking through the Schurch-Thomson Prairie unit
of TPE’s Mounds View Grassland preserve, a 570-acre area
that contains remnant and restored prairies and grasslands,
savannas and woodlands, spring seep wetlands, and cold
water streams.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-845-7065

July 14,1:00 to 5:30 p.m.

Bike Tour — Sugar River Meadowlands, Dane County, Wis.

Come for a leisurely bike ride on the Military Ridge State
Trail from Verona to Klevenville along the Sugar River. We
will stop frequently along the way to learn about the val-
ley’s original wetland and prairie landscape. We’ll also
explore what still remains of these ecosystems and discuss
the potential to restore the Sugar River and its associated
wetlands and wet prairies along this eight-mile stretch of the
river. The ride is 16 miles round trip.

Trip leaders: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net, 608-
845-7065, and Pat Trochlell & Ken Wade

July 17,10:00 a.m. to noon

Kalscheur Oak Savanna, lowa County, Wis.

Come look for butterflies and flowers on this 19-acre pre-
serve. It’s topographically diverse with a south-facing aspect,
and is covered by scattered oak trees and prairie openings.
At the base of the slope, springs and ground water seeps
flow into a stream-side wetland complex. So far, 243 native
plant species have been identified on this site.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net or
608-845-7065

July 21,9:30 a.m. to noon

Witness the second flight of the endangered Karner blue but-
terfly, Mecan Prairie, Waushara County, Wis.

John Shillinglaw, landowner, will host a guided, educational
hike through the restored prairie and savanna. We hope to
see rare plant communities and Karner blues. This historic
prairie has a few mowed paths and a port-a-potty. Bring a
picnic lunch and a kayak, and Shillinglaw can tell you where
to put in on the Mecan River or Mecan Springs.

Trip leader: John Shillinglaw, jshillinglaw@gmail.com, 920-213-8037

July 21,12:30 to 3:00 p.m.

Iris Drive prairie hike, Crawford County, Wis.

Join us after the Annual Membership Picnic to view the
Southwest Chapter’s newest prairie. We will hike the

two remnants, focusing on the west unit that was newly
cleared to see what is coming up this year. We will talk over
the history, prairie plant diversity, restoration methods
and long-term goals for the adjoining oak woodlands. You
arein for a treat; this site is really coming along!

Trip leader: Gary Eldred, 608-375-5271

July 27,9:00 a.m. to noon

Shea Prairie, lowa County, Wis.

Explore the remnants of dry prairie and restorations of
wetlands and wet- to mesic-prairie of the 100-acre Shea
Prairie. On the hike, we are likely to find the endangered
regal fritillary butterfly along with many other butterfly
and dragonfly species. A great diversity of high summer
prairie wildflowers should be in bloom, including rosin-
weed, compass plant, rattlesnake master, prairie blazing-
star and many more.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net or
608-845-7065

July 30, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Sugar River Oak Savanna, Dane County, Wis.

Forty years of near annual fire has fostered a remarkable
recovery of this native prairie and savanna. There are now
nearly 400 native plant species present. Prairie blazingstar,
rattlesnake master, giant false foxglove, and a great vari-
ety of prairie and savanna species should be in full flower,
and many species of butterfly should be on the wing.

Trip leader: Rich Henderson, tpe.rhenderson@tds.net or
608-845-7065

Thanks for your interest and support of
these native prairies. We hope to meet
you out there!

Bring a friend or two!
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Thank You Donors

We thank the following who donated to TPE between October 17, 2018 - February 8, 2019.
These gifts include those from our annual appeal, are beyond membership dues
and are truly generous and appreciated.

$1000 or more

Anonymous
to the Southwest Chapter
Endowment
Jennell Ballering
Compass Club
Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith
Compass Club
Kathie & Tom Brock
Compass Club
Stephen & Susan Carpenter
to the Southwest Chapter
Endowment
Stephen & Susan Carpenter
Compass Club
Dennis & Nancy Connor
Compass Club
Thomas Cunningham & Susan
Lipnick
to the Northwest lllinois
Prairie Enthusiasts
Ronald & Sheila Endres
for Moely Prairie
Ronald & Sheila Endres
to the Empire-Sauk Chapter
Patrick & Madeleine Fleming
to the St. Croix Valley Chapter
D & J Maurer Foundation
to the Chippewa Savannas
Chapter
James & Karen Freymiller
donation of Skinner Prairie
Gary Gates
Compass Club
Steve Glass
Compass Club
Patrick Handrick
for the Handrick Endowment
Patrick Handrick
Compass Club
Brende Hofer & Dennis
Steadman Compass Club
Jeff & Erin Huebschman
Compass Club
William Hunt
Compass Club
C. Lynne & Dr. Paul Jacobsen
Compass Club
Jan Ketelle
Compass Club
Gary Kleppe
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for
the Foslin addition to Avon
Ridge
Gary Konkol
Compass Club
Max & Shelley Lagall
Compass Club
Izaac Walton League #79
to Many Rivers Chapter for
New Ulm High School Prairie
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Richard & Joanne Meinert
Donation of Meinert Prairie

Rock County Conservationists, Inc
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for
the Foslin addition to Avon
Ridge

Mike Miller & Susan Goode
Compass Club

Alice & Walter Mirk
Compass Club

Richard Oberle
Compass Club

Ron Panzer
Compass Club

Jim & Rickie Rachuy

to the Northwest lllinois Prairie
Enthusiasts

Jim & Rickie Rachuy
Compass Club

Jeff & Debbie Ralston
Compass Club

Bill Ramsden & Doreen Lynch
Compass Club

Cary & Dr. Scott Reich
Compass Club

Robert & Kathryn Richardson
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter

Jim & Diane Rogala
donation of the Rogala
conservation easement

Jim & Diane Rogala
to Legal Defense & Easement
Monitoring Funds

Jim & Diane Rogala
Compass Club

Mario & Amelia Rojas
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for
the Foslin addition to Avon
Ridge

Ted Ross & Kathie Ayres
Compass Club

Jim & Rose Sime
to the Southwest Chapter
Endowment

St. Croix Valley Foundation
to the St Croix Valley Chapter
for prairie & pollinator plants

St. Croix Valley Foundation
to the St Croix Valley Chapter
to increase diversity in oak
savanna remnants

Sandy Stark

Doug Steege & Kris Euclide
for management at West
Dane Conservancy

Doug Steege & Kris Euclide
Compass Club

Paul & Judith Swenson
donation of Swenson Prairie

Gail Van Haren
to the Gail Van Haren

Endowment
Willi Van Haren
Compass Club
James & Kathryn Vonderharr
to the Many Rivers Chapter
Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell
for management at Pleasure
Valley Conservancy & Parrish
Savanna
Ken Wade & Pat Trochlell
to the Empire Sauk Chapter
Peter & Lynne Weil
Compass Club
Charles & Chris Wellington
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for
the Foslin addition to Avon
Ridge

$500 - $999

Anonymous
Willis Brown
Compass Club
Willis Brown
for the Friends of Thomas
Barn fund
Dave & Glenda Buholzer
Barbara & Ted Cochrane
Ann & Douglas Scott Dumas
Tom & Joyce Ellenbecker
to the Southwest Chapter
Endowment
Todd & Kris Hasse
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter
David Kostka
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter
Judith Lovaas
Richard & Joanne Meinert
in memory of Shirla Meinert
for Meinert Prairie
Carol & Bob Niendorf
Jack Saltes
to the Southwest Chapter
Endowment
Lee Shambeau; 4 Control
Marvin & Colleen
Smitherman
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation-Eau Claire
Topf Wells & Sally Probasco
to the Empire-Sauk Chapter
Gary Werner & Melanie Lord

$100 - $499

Phil & Kathy Aaker

Charlotte Adelman & Bernard L.
Schwartz gift membership for
Jeff & Elizabeth Hubbard

Community Shares of
Minnesota

Craig & Jean Anderson

Anonymous
George Barry & Oakwood Village
West
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter
Janet Battista
Greg “Ole” Bauer
Harold & Barbara Bend
Mark Berggren
Dale Beske & Dorothy
Gertsch
Kay Bongers
Joan Braune & Tod
Highsmith
John Brennan & Regina Voss
Brennan
Wild Birds Unlimited of Galena
for Hanley Savanna
Caryl Buford
in memory of Shirla Meinert
Etas Carria
Curt & Arlys Caslavka
Patrick & Barbara Clare
JohnR. Clark
in memory of Ron Ellis for the
Shining Oaks Preserve
Caroljean Coventree
Mike & Cindy Crawford
Thomas Cunningham & Susan
Lipnick
Susan Dickert & Philip
Whitford
Mary Dodd-Lieberman
Kandis Elliot
Andy Ellis
in memory of Ron Ellis for the
Shining Oaks Preserve
Mike Engel & Hannah Spaul
to the Empire-Sauk Chapter
Brian Evans & Agnes Kanikula
in honor of Jan Ketelle
John & Karin Exo
Nick & Linda Faessler
in memory of Dorothy Gessert
Paul Francuch
Mary Gale
Domino Gehred-O’Connell
Rebecca Gilman & Charles
Harmon
Erik & Nancy Goplin
Sue & Tom Gorski
Dennis & Jane Graham
for Smith-Reiner Drumlin
Frank Grenzow
Andrew Gulya
David Gunnulson
Douglas & Carol Hancock
Tim Hansel & Amy Fothergill
Dick & Joan Harmet
John & Cate Harrington
Dennis Harris
Fran Harty

The Prairie Promoter



continued. .. Thank You Donors

Ralph & Deborah Henry
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for
the Foslin addition to Avon
Ridge

Mary Hogan
to the Many Rivers Chapter

Steve Hubner & Mary
Zimmerman

William Hustad

Vito Ippolito

Harriet Irwin

Jeff Jahns & Jill Metcoff
Jahns

George & Carmeen Johnston

Brian Kehrli
for Moely & Schluckebier
Prairies

Jan Ketelle
to the Empire-Sauk Chapter

Jan Ketelle
to the Southwest Chapter

David Kiefer

Eric & Linda Klein

Deb Knudsen
in honor of Vivian & Devin

Charlie Knudsen

David Kopitzke & Paul
Klawiter

Shop Driftless.Com

George & Betty Kruck

Becky Kruse

James & Suzanne Larson

Madelyn Leopold & Claude
Kazanski

Gramercy Park Foundation
to the Northwest lllinois Prairie
Enthusiasts

Micaela Levine

Robert & Lynne Lorenzen

Ronald Luethe
in memory of Aileen
Steinolfson-Luethe

Jim & Jo-Ann Lynch

Betty MacDonald

Helen MacGregor

Kevin Magee
in memory of Susan Connell-
Magee

Chris Mann
to the Glacial Prairie Chapter

Bruce & Ruth Marion

Mark Martin & Sue Foote-
Martin

Robert & Deborah
McWilliams

LaVonne Middleton

Lytton Musselman
to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for
the Foslin addition to Avon
Ridge

William Zimar & Susan
Neitzel

Bill & Ginny Nelson

Suzanne Oberhauser

Ryan O’Connor

Jefren Olsen

April 2019

Frances Peterson
in memory of Rich Peterson

Paul Richards

JonRigden

Keith Rodli & Katharine
Grant

Doris Rusch

Jay & Libby Rutherford
for Hanley Savanna

Elody Samuelson
in memory of Ron Ellis for the
Shining Oaks Preserve

Irv & Mary Sather

Scott Sauer

Shawn Schottler

Jim & Judy Schwarzmeier

Hugh & John Simon
to the Northwest lllinois Prairie
Enthusiasts

Meg Skinner

Roger & Pat Smith

Janice Sommer

Kurt & Susan Sroka

Jo Davies County Horticultural
Society
for Hanley Savanna

Emily Stanley

Fred Steffen

John Steinke

Nancy Stoudemire & Randy
Schmitz
in honor of Jack Kussmaul
for the Southwest Chapter
Endowment

Ed & Karin Strenski
to the Northwest lllinois Prairie
Enthusiasts

Swamplovers Foundation,
Inc.

Gof Thomson

Steve Ventura & Margaret
Krome

Gina Vijiasingam
in honor of Randall Eide

Scott Weber & Muffy Barrett

John & Mary Weber

Charles & Chris Wellington

James Welsh

Paul Williams

Vera Wong & Earl Morren

Carla Wright
in honor of Denny Connor

Matt Wysocki
to the Chippewa Savanna
Chapter

Meagan Yost

Tom Zagar

Margarita Zamora

Under $100
Tim Abel
Jae Adams & Jon Sundby
Peggy Audley
Sam Ballweg
in honor of Ron Endres

Stephen Beaumont

Jamie Beaupre - Native Niche

Alfred Berner
Debbie Boettcher
Gaea Cardew

in memory of Ron Ellis for the
Shining Oaks Preserve

Dawn Carlson & Gary
Gustafson
Polly Cisco

Susan & Howard Cosgrove
Linda Mooney Courchane
in memory of Ron Ellis for the
Shining Oaks Preserve

Susan Daggett

Jerry Dahlen

Mary Damm

Betsy D’Angelo

Tamara Dean

Mike Degen & Meghan
Ziegler

Nick Dietmaier

Randall &Yvonne Eide

Timothy & Linda Eisele

Laura Ladwig

Susan Lehnhardt & Steve
Apfelbaum

Alexandra Lerch-Gaggl

Dawn Littleton & Brian Lind

Ted Thousand & Darcy Love

Ron & Micki Lubcke

Andrea Lubov & Allan
Schultz

Mark Maidak

Nancy McGill

Curt Meine

Richard & Joanne Meinert

Sig Midelfort

Joshua & Stef Morrill

Mark & Sharon Nash

Roger & Mary Nelson

Don & Carol Nelson

Richard & Patricia Nienow

Kevin Obrien & Jodi Dansingburg
to the Minnesota Driftless
Chapter

Marvin Olson

Carol J. Owens

to the Southwest Chapter Kelsey Parry
Endowment Deb Pausz

Jim & Patti Ellis Gerald & Terryl Pietz
gift membership for David Leslie Pilgrim
Heidel James Rasmussen

Jennifer Engstrom

Joey Esterline & Scott Giraud

Gladys Eternicka

Stephen Fabos

Peg Furshong & Steve
Petrich

Chandra N. Gates

in memory of Ron Ellis for the
Shining Oaks Preserve

Carol & Ned Gatzke
Tom Gianoli
Marlene Gilmore
LuAnn Greiner

Bill Grimm & Sylvia Marek

Robert Gurke, Jr.
for Hanley Savanna
Brauna Hartzell

David Haskin & Mary Michal

Rob Helm
Elm Grove Garden Club

to the Glacial Prairie Chapter in
honor of Walter & Alice Mirk

Wiliam H. Holland

to the Prairie Bluff Chapter for

Dean & Catherine Rebuffoni
Caitlin Reinartz

Michael & Debra Reinsbach
Keith Relyea & Jeanne Kant
Fred Retzlaff

Mandy Roush

Daniel Schicker

Matt & Peg Sheaffer
Thomas & Bonnie Sherman
Jim Shurts

George B. & Linda Simon
Susan Slapnick

Glenn Smith

Diane Sparks

Elaine Strassburg

T. Edward Strenski

Stanley Temple

Thomas Vale

Jacob Valentine, IlI
Brewery Nonic LLC
Barbara Voelker

Greg Wahl

Buster & Nina West

Ellen Zweibel

the Foslin addition to Avon

Ridge
Greg Hyer
Mark Jeffries
Duane & Barb

Johnson
Heidi Kass
Elvira Kau
Laura Kearney
Laurel Kieffer
Richard King
Wayne & Bonita

Kuenzi

Legacy Giving

Please consider The Prairie Enthusiasts in your
will or estate plans. If you’ve already done so,
please let us know, so we can thank you per-
sonally for ensuring future generations will
have access to prairies and savannas. For
more information please contact Chris Kirk-
patrick, Executive Director at 608-638-1873 or
executivedirector@theprairieenthusiasts.org.
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U.S. Postage
Prairie PAID

Enthusiasts oo

POBox 824
Viroqua, WI 54665

www.ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org

TIME TO RENEW? (check the renewal date printed above your address)

Renew online by visiting www.ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org
or mail a check and the form below to:

The Prairie Enthusiasts, P.O. Box 824, Viroqua, WI 54665

Questions? E-mail Joe Rising (Communications Coordinator) at TPE@ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org
or call us at 608-638-1873.

Thank you!

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail:

The Prairie Enthusiasts Membership Levels:

U $25+ Little Bluestem U $250+ Blazing Star
U $50+ Big Bluestem O $500+ Monarch
O $100+ Shooting Star U $1,000+ Compass Club

The Prairie Enthusiasts is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
and contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.



