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Tom Mitchell Named  
Volunteer Steward of the Year

Tom received the award on August 29 at Pleasant Valley Conservancy in Dane 
County during a volunteer appreciation potluck sponsored by the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The award recognizes volunteers for 
their outstanding work and commitment to help manage State Natural Areas, 
a system of 673 sites across Wisconsin that contain some of the best remaining 
examples of Wisconsin’s wetlands, woodlands, prairies and oak savannas. 

Mitchell’s e昀昀orts have bene昀椀tted state natural areas in Green and Rock coun-
ties, where he is a leader in The Prairie Enthusiasts’ Prairie Blu昀昀 Chapter. “You will 
often 昀椀nd Tom working with others in the 昀椀eld, forming friendships and leading 
by example” according to Jared Urban, a DNR conservation biologist who coor-
dinates the State Natural Areas volunteer program. “Lots of people have learned 
from his knowledge and infectious interest by working with him directly. He is 
unafraid to try new things, teach new people, allow others to lead, or blaze his 
own trail even when things get tough.”

Among Mitchell’s recent accomplishments are work at Muralt Blu昀昀 Prairie 
State Natural Area, now owned and managed by TPE, where his chapter put in 
more than 400 hours in 2014. The site is particularly important to him and other 
Prairie Enthusiasts because it’s where the prairie movement in southern Wiscon-

sin got started. Mitchell collected pounds of 
seed for prairie plantings, removed invasive 
weeds, sumac and other woody plants, and 
led 昀椀eld trips. He has been a valuable con-
tributor and advocate for the SNA volunteer 
program since its beginning in 2011.

Mitchell says he was surprised by the 
award because “there are so many people 
doing good volunteer work on SNAs and 
Jared has done a wonderful job of organizing 
them.” Since he got hooked on prairie resto-
ration in the 1990s, he couldn’t wait to retire, 
and now that he’s retired, “this has become 
what I do,” Mitchell says. “It’s outdoors, 
healthy, and a nice combination of physical 
and mental, trying to 昀椀gure out how you are 
going to manage the prairies. I can’t imagine 
what my life would be like without them.”
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Accomplishments  
& Opportunities
Chris Kirkpatrick, Executive Director

The fall season is now upon us. Our seed picking is 昀椀nished, fall burns have 
been successful, and we are now getting into brush clearing season. As I 

look back at what The Prairie Enthusiasts (TPE) have done this past year, I am 
amazed at our accomplishments. We worked together to protect some amaz-
ing remnant prairies, including Avon Ridge. This project saw the Prairie Blu昀昀 
Chapter lead the e昀昀ort to raise over $30,000 for purchasing this small but 
ecologically important remnant. We also received $80,000 in funding from 
the US Fish & Wildlife Service for a Monarch Butter昀氀y Cooperative Agree-
ment. I have worked proactively with our Wisconsin chapters to identify 
some excellent projects that will restore remnants and plant new prairies on 
TPE owned sites, local city and school properties, and even collaborating with 
other land trusts. This partnership will go through 2016 and will be leveraged 
by all the dedicated volunteer work being done by chapter volunteers during 
work parties and prescribed burns. 

Throughout the year the Board has sought input on a new Strategic Plan, 
which will guide us for the next three years. There have been some excellent 
comments from the membership this fall. They have a昀케rmed the core goals 
to support local chapters in carrying out TPE’s mission in their local commu-
nities, seek new land protection projects that are in line with our strategic 
conservation plan, and thoroughly document the true costs to manage the 
sites TPE owns so we can sustain each site’s resources. We will also pursue 
becoming an accredited organization that will ensure we have thoroughly 
vetted policies and procedures, and have the funding in place to grow and 
support the activities we seek to accomplish as we move forward. 

One of the biggest opportunities we have is to expand upon our out-
reach and educational abilities with our local chapters. One major change you 
have in your hands is the new Prairie Promoter, which has been redesigned by 
graphic designer Michelle Voss and editor Scott Fulton for printing in color. 
We certainly hope you enjoy this issue, and know that we have been able to 
make this transition without a signi昀椀cant increase in cost by switching to a 
di昀昀erent printer. There is also work being done to complete an update to the 
TPE website, and expand our ability to conduct email noti昀椀cations for chapter 
activities. These are very exciting opportunities that will enable greater sup-
port for local chapter activities with a goal to increase overall membership 
and local volunteer support. 

As we look back at our accomplishments this year, and look into what we 
can do together into next year, I am very excited about our opportunities to 
grow and expand together. Your support of TPE gives us the momentum to 
succeed. We hope you will please make a yearend donation as we move into 
a new year of great opportunity. Thank you for all your support - it is you who 
make the di昀昀erence!

Photo Credits - Steve Huber (front page),  

Je昀昀 & Patty Straub (back page)
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President’s Message
Jack Kussmaul

The Prairie Enthusiasts have been very successful in 
acquiring title to or easements on a variety of natural 

sites in the areas in which we operate. We now are responsi-
ble for over 3,000 acres. We have an obligation to those who 
have entrusted us with their lands to manage them well.

Management has to a large extent been done by our 
volunteers. It seems that our holdings are increasing more 
rapidly than our volunteer base. Some of our properties have 
endowments. This enables us to hire interns and contractors 
to assist with management for these sites. More of our sites 
do not have endowments.

The question sometimes arises of how much more can 
we take on.

The argument for unlimited acquisitions is that if we 
do not take these sites as they become available they may 
be lost forever, whether plowed up or turned into housing 
developments. We only have this one chance to protect 
them for future generations. Once it is lost, it is lost forever.

The argument for limiting what we take on is that it 
is more important that we manage our sites well. We owe 
this to the people who enabled us to take them on and who 
trusted us to manage and care for them in perpetuity. We are 
not ful昀椀lling our mission if they are neglected. So far we have 
done a reasonably good job in managing all of our sites. If we 
continue to make new acquisitions it may be more di昀케cult to 
do so in the future.

So far I am not aware that we have turned down any 
remnant properties because we feel overextended. It may 
be appropriate to do so in the future. Factors in the deci-
sion would include the importance of the site, the ability of 
the individual chapter to care for it and the level of endow-
ment that comes with the property. This question is not one 
that has been widely discussed in the past. I do not o昀昀er an 
answer to the question. It is a discussion that we need to 
have at some point.

Prairie Enthusiasts Gather in Southeast Minnesota
George Howe

On a gorgeous November 7th, I had the pleasure of host-
ing a gathering of “prairie enthusiasts” from southeast 

Minnesota on my land near La Crescent, MN.  The event 
included a guided hike of our property “Great Spirit Blu昀昀,” 
a potluck lunch, a viewing of the new “Prairie Enthusiasm” 
昀椀lm, and plenty of friendly interaction.  Everyone was quite 
pleased with the turnout of 14 people.

The group enjoyed hiking through a large prairie plant-
ing, identifying various native plants, and hearing about the 
various management strategies that were being applied, 
including periodic grazing by the resident horse.  After a 
short hike through an oak-hickory woodland, folks arrived 
at a stunning overlook of the Mississippi River valley.  We 
enjoyed watching eagles and hawks 昀氀y and helped harvest 
some native seeds from the thriving blu昀昀-prairie remnant 
there.  Lead plant, purple prairie clover and cli昀昀 goldenrod 
seeds were among the species gathered for a fall planting 
elsewhere in Winona County.

After the hike, folks gathered for lunch and discussions 
back at the house.  This was followed by a viewing of TPE’s 
new “Prairie Enthusiasm” 昀椀lm that everyone seemed to 
enjoy thoroughly.  A lively discussion then began about how 
folks wanted to start a new chapter of The Prairie Enthu-
siasts in SE Minnesota; one that would help landowners 
permanently protect their land, purchase land for prairie 
preserves, educate the public about prairie resources and 
provide guidance and expertise for proper management of 
prairies and oak savannas.  

In the end some folks o昀昀ered to serve as o昀케cers for 
the new chapter, and the group decided to meet again on 
December 10th at 6 pm at 32628 County Road 1, La Crescent, 
MN to continue working on forming the new chapter.  All in 
all, it was a great day 昀椀lled with new friends and new begin-
nings for TPE in the beautiful blu昀昀s of SE Minnesota. 

If you are interested in becoming part of a new TPE chap-
ter in southeast Minnesota, contact George Howe at  
george@driftlesseducation.org.

Prairie enthusiasts hike on Great Spirit Blu昀昀 near La Crescent, MN.
Photo by Chris Kirkpatrick
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Hiding in Plain Sight
Marci Hess and MJ Hatfield

[Editor’s Note - All photos in this article are by Marci or MJ.  A 
PDF version of The Prairie Promoter is available online with live 
links to the BugGuide references given.]

S ince this is the 昀椀rst TPE newsletter in color, it seems 昀椀t-
ting to do an article about insect coloration, camou昀氀age 

and mimicry -- three aspects of insect defense mechanisms. 
Certainly there are various others; if you made a list, how 
many other methods of protection from being eaten or 
attacked would your list include?

Camou昀氀age, or crypsis, is an incredibly remarkable 
defense. When you think about, the insects would need to 
know what environment they could blend into as well as 
how to orient their bodies and create postures that aligned 
to simulate what they were camou昀氀aged as. Diapheromera 
femorata (Northern Walkingsticks) are ideal for this. I almost 
missed this one, then decided to take the photo from the side 
to get su昀케cient contrast. From a bird’s perspective, it’s easy to 
see how this one would blend into the midrib of the leaf.  

 This Pterophylla camellifolia 
(Common True Katydid) nymph 
is another good example. The 
coloring and the orientation are 
important.

 Camou昀氀age can happen at 
any and all stages of an insect’s 
life, from egg to larva to pupa 

to adult; it can also happen at one stage and not another. A 
couple of adult treehoppers that come to mind are Enche-
nopa binotata (Two-marked Treehopper), which mimics a 
thorn and orients on the stem as a thorn would. http://bug-
guide.net/node/view/426760/bgimage And Ceresa taurina 
(Calf Treehopper)  http://bugguide.net/node/view/305708, 
which has the coloration of a leaf and mimics the serrated 
edges of a leaf.

This is an excellent example 
of how eggs from Hypercompe 
scribonia (Giant Leopard Moth) 
blend into the lichen back-
ground.  http://bugguide.net/
node/view/1034789 

Moths have wing color-
ations that allow them to blend 
into their background when 
resting during the day. Here’s 
a great example Papaipema 
cataphracta (Burdock Borer) 
http://bugguide.net/node/
view/1150776

 
This Hemaris di昀케nis (Snow-

berry Clearwing)  moth has clear 
wings which allows the back-
ground to show through. Is this 
on purpose? http://bugguide.
net/node/view/2639

Camou昀氀aging also needs to take into account that 
insects are 3-dimensional. Countershading is the term used 
when insects have darker coloration on top and lighter colors 
underneath. This type of shading provides an illusion of 昀氀at-
ness. Caterpillars are known for this type of shading. When 
the coloration is reversed and the lighter part is on the top of 
the caterpillar and the lower part is darker, these will be the 
ones feeding from underneath their host plant.

Estigmene acrea (Salt Marsh Moth) caterpillar 
http://bugguide.net/node/view/3242

In addition to countershad-
ing, inchworm caterpillars 
(Geometridae larvae) use an 
additional camou昀氀aging tech-
nique by lifting their bodies o昀昀 
the branch to mimic a twig.

Insect defenses can also come in the form of bright col-
ors. These colorations might create a startle display or warn 
of poison or distastefulness, known as aposematism. There 
are harmless insects that mimic the aposematic insects as 
well - these are called Batesian mimics. 

Aposematic insects are bright and colorful. They provide 
a contrast to the background of their habitat. The colors 
most associated with these insects are red, yellow, orange, 
black, white or some combination thereof. (Waldbauer, 131) 

http://bugguide.net/node/view/426760/bgimage
http://bugguide.net/node/view/426760/bgimage
http://bugguide.net/node/view/305708
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1034789
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1034789
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1150776
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1150776
http://bugguide.net/node/view/2639
http://bugguide.net/node/view/2639
http://bugguide.net/node/view/2639
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These insects have evolved with predators that understand 
their conspicuousness comes with a price; meaning the they 
are distasteful or poisonous. The chemicals producing the 
distastefulness or poison are typically sequestered from the 
plants the insects eat. Sometimes aposematic insects emit a 
warning sound in conjunction with their coloration. They also 
give rise to harmless insects that can hide in plain sight by 
mimicking the distasteful ones. 

Metriorrhynchomiris dislocatus (http://bugguide.net/node/
view/40755) and Poecilocapsus lineatus (4-lined plant bug)  (http://
bugguide.net/node/view/7436460)

And we can’t talk about aposematic insects without 
mention of the milkweed bugs: Lygaeus kalmii (Small Eastern 
Milkweed Bug) http://bugguide.net/node/view/460, Lygaeus 
turcicus (False Milkweed Bug) http://bugguide.net/node/
view/102855, Oncopeltus fasciatus (Large Milkweed Bug) 
http://bugguide.net/node/view/504.

The startle display can be created with markings that 
give the illusion of eyes. Until they 昀氀ash their “eyes” at you, 
these two moths can be hidden well. The Actias luna (Luna 
Moth) has both the startle display ability and a camou昀氀aging 
e昀昀ect when resting in vegetation. http://bugguide.net/node/
view/1069388/bgimage Here is another example,  Antheraea 
polyphemus (Polyphemus Moth)  http://bugguide.net/node/
view/427

 The startle display can also 
be a 昀氀ashing of bright colors. 
Many of the Underwing moths, 
Catocola species, are known to 
have brightly colored under-
wings which, to a predator, 
can provide an alarming, yet 
colorful display when the moth 
is disturbed. This method of 
startle display is not limited to 
moths and butter昀氀ies. Anything 
unique or odd that the predator 
would not expect falls into the 
startle display category. A good 
example is the Yellow-banded 
Underwing (Catocala cerogama).  

This link will show the startle response of the bright colored 
underwing as well as the camou昀氀aging e昀昀ect: http://bug-
guide.net/node/view/1126238 

Mimicry comes in various forms. As mentioned above, 
sometimes the insect mimics the aposematic coloring and 
other insects appear to look like another insect. Flies are 
notoriously good mimics of bees or wasps. Robber 昀氀ies 
(Asilidae family) are fuzzy and some are very good mimics 
of bumble bees. The 昀氀ies of the Syrphidae family, known as 
昀氀ower 昀氀ies, are some of the more prominent Batesian mim-
ics. Many species of the Spilomyia genus are known to use 
their front legs to mimic the longer antenna of wasps.

Laphria thoracica (Robber 昀氀y) http://bugguide.net/node/view/8955  
and  Spilomyia sayi (Four-lined hornet 昀氀y) http://bugguide.net/node/
view/8903

Insect defenses are much more complex and compli-
cated than this brief article can cover. What you see may 
not be what you get! Sometimes when photographing in 
the 昀椀eld, I’ll think an insect is “just a wasp”.  However, I have 
learned to take the photo anyway because I’ve been amazed 
to 昀椀nd it was a 昀氀y. Mimicry is a clever defense! 

The insects featured here are common enough they 
could be found in your area. We’re curious what ones you 
昀椀nd! Please share your photos or stories on TPE’s Facebook 
page. https://www.facebook.com/ThePrairieEnthusiasts/

Reference
Waldbauer, Gilbert. 2012. How Not to be Eaten: The Insects 
Fight Back. University of California Press

http://bugguide.net/node/view/40755
http://bugguide.net/node/view/40755
http://bugguide.net/node/view/7436460
http://bugguide.net/node/view/7436460
http://bugguide.net/node/view/460
http://bugguide.net/node/view/102855
http://bugguide.net/node/view/102855
http://bugguide.net/node/view/504
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1069388/bgimage
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1069388/bgimage
http://bugguide.net/node/view/427
http://bugguide.net/node/view/427
http://bugguide.net/node/view/1126238
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http://bugguide.net/node/view/8955
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Learning About Prairies One Seed at a Time
Randy Downing

Each fall a group of us get together on weekend after-
noons during the months of September and October to 

pick prairie seed for use in local prairie restoration projects.  
I can still remember the 昀椀rst time I joined this group on such 
an outing.  I knew absolutely nothing about prairies and 
prairie plants but decided that it sounded like a fun way to 
spend an afternoon.  Ten years later I still pick prairie seed on 
fall weekends. Surprisingly, in the intervening decade of seed 
picking I have never been back to the prairie where I 昀椀rst 
picked seed, yet it still remains fresh in my mind.  It is a rem-
nant hill prairie that sits high on an exposed point of a south 
facing blu昀昀 overlooking the Mississippi River Valley.  Our 
little group of prairie fans called it “Falling-Down-Prairie” 
because falling down is what you usually did several times 
over in order to reach this prairie because of its inhospitable 
location.   It is believed that this remnant prairie, surrounded 
by woodlands, remained a prairie because Native Ameri-
cans burned it frequently to keep it open and free of woody 
vegetation so that it would remain useful as an observation 
point.  Indeed the view of the valley below is big, broad, and 
beautiful.  As a novice seed picker standing on this high prai-
rie I was in awe.  I could not help but imagine that I was an 
Native American standing on Lookout Prairie watching over 
our valley below thinking “this is how it was meant to be and 
all is right with Mother Earth”. 

But I digress - I really want to talk about seed picking.  
My 昀椀rst assignment was to pick Side Oats Gramma, simply 
called “Side Oats”.  Side Oats is a relatively short grass with 
oat-like seeds that hang at roughly quarter inch intervals 
from single blades of grass starting at the top.  An experi-
enced picker showed me a Side Oats plant.  I examined it for 
a minute, thought “this should be easy”, and then stepped 
out into the prairie.  Where did the Side Oats go?  I don’t 
see any, then I see something that might be, but I am not 
sure.  “Is this Side Oats?”  “Its not, well it sort of looks like 
it.”   Renewing my search, “Oh here’s one for sure”.  Receiv-
ing con昀椀rmation from my experienced partner I pick my 昀椀rst 
prairie seed and drop it in my 5-gallon bucket where upon 
it seems totally insigni昀椀cant.  I am pleased nonetheless.  
Continuing, I 昀椀nd another plant and with con昀椀rmation pick 
the seed.  Soon I 昀椀nd another, then another, and after a bit, 
it becomes easy to spot Side Oats plants.  After a half hour 
or so I can spot Side Oats plants and groups of plants from 
considerable distance.  My enthusiasm soars and I begin to 
cover the bottom of my bucket and even produce measur-
able quantities of Side Oats seeds.  And so the afternoon 
goes.  I become a Side Oats expert, I can quickly spot them 
from some distance and my prairie world now contains two 
identi昀椀able plant species: Side Oats and “Other”.  I end the 
day tired but happy that I have become a contributing mem-
ber of our seed picking team.

The next time out I take on a new assignment - Black-
Eyed Susan.  Black-Eyed Susan is a bit more of a challenge in 
that to the inexperienced, a lot of plants have seed heads 

that sort of look like Black-Eyed Susan.  The seed head 
is rounded, about the size of a dime, faded black to dark 
brown.   But the distinguishing characteristic is that the 
brown-black head has a small silver “halo” surrounding it, 
all that remains from its faded yellow petals.  The Side Oats 
experience is repeated.  “I can’t 昀椀nd any.”  “Oh here’s one.”  
Then another and another till suddenly the prairie is 昀椀lled 
with Black-Eyed Susan as your minds eye becomes trained to 
spot your new conquest.  This time I 昀椀lled my bucket fairly 
quickly and moved on to another species.  

Monarda, actually Monarda 昀椀stulosa, with the common 
name of Bergamot.  All plants have a scienti昀椀c name and 
one or more common names.  Many of our experienced 
pickers know both.  I am struggling to pick up what I can.  
What’s interesting to me is that most of the plants have 
a commonly used handle that for some plants is the com-
mon name, sometimes the scienti昀椀c name, or frequently 
a shortened version of the scienti昀椀c name.  So Black-Eyed 
Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) is usually called Black-Eyed Susan but 
sometimes Rudbeckia.  Bergamot is always called Monarda 
and never Bergamot and rarely Monarda 昀椀stulosa.  (Are you 
confused yet?  And, we are only up to three plants.)  Never-
theless, I soon become trained to spot Monarda.  Its seed 
head is slightly larger than Black-Eyed Susan, a more reddish 
brown in color, and missing the silver halo.  Monarda also 
adds another dimension to plant recognition, it has a distinc-
tive odor.  A very pleasant “spicy” odor that you can smell on 
your hands and in your seed bucket as you clip seed heads 

Photo by Sara Jean Gray
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and build up your cache of harvested seed.  The same learn-
ing process happens, but probably a little faster with each 
new species.  Again at the end of this second day I am a tired 
but happy picker knowing that I have made a contribution 
and that my prairie world now consists of four species: Side 
Oats, Black-Eyed Susan, Monarda, and “Other”.

And so it goes, through this fall and on into succeeding 
years.  The list of plants that you can identify, name (if you 
can remember), recognize by smell, and harvest successfully 
continues to grow.  You can strip, clip, pluck, and twist-snap 
seed heads depending on the type of plant.   Your sense of 
prairie has now expanded to 40 or 50 di昀昀erent species as 
well as the omnipresent “Other”.  At this point you begin to 
notice other things about prairie; some plants seem to grow 
singularly while others tend to grow in colonies, most plants 
seem to have a preferred home-base on the soil scale of dry-
mesic-wet.  You begin to notice that when you 昀椀nd Downy 
Sun昀氀ower, you frequently see Rattlesnake Master also.  You 
notice that Sneezeweed is often found with Blue Vervain 
and that Nodding Wild Onion seems to enjoy the company of 
Heath Aster, etc.

Finally you begin to sense that a prairie is like a coarsely 
but carefully woven tapestry.  It has a vertical texture to it, 
as well as a horizontal dimension de昀椀ned by the di昀昀ering 
plants themselves.  Most prairie restorations have their seed 
mix broadcast fairly uniformly, yet the resultant prairie is 
far from uniform in appearance.  Native remnant prairies 
are even more variable in appearance, having been around 
much longer in time.  The plants themselves and other forces 
of nature decide which plants grow where.  Their prefer-
ence for micro-climate, tendency to grow singularly or in 
clusters, ability to compete for available resources, and just 
pure chance are some of the parts of the loom that weave 
this colorful living tapestry.  Diversity is the word that comes 
naturally to mind, though ecologists like to use the word 
biodiversity.  A large selection of plant species with wildly 
di昀昀erent gene pools, appearances, and growth characteris-
tics come together and create a living tapestry that has much 
more visual appeal and meaning than can be had from just 
summing up the individual plant assets.  Take the same seed 
mix and broadcast it at a di昀昀erent a site and a di昀昀erent look-
ing prairie will develop.  This is the miracle of diversity. 

Picking prairie seed is a wonderful experience.  You can 
get totally absorbed in a prairie, and easily lost in your own 
thoughts, especially on a warm sunny fall afternoon.  I often 
do that.  So I am thinking about how diversity in prairies 
relates to diversity in human societies and I conclude that 
the same bene昀椀ts should avail.  Bringing together people of 
di昀昀erent races, ethnicity, religions, and other characteristics 
should create a society much more interesting, capable, and 
resilient than would be the case with less diversity.  I believe 
that, and I believe that more and more of our world believes 
that, but not everyone.  Then as the afternoon sun begins to 
warm me even more, I begin to daydream.

In an instant I move back in time 200 years.  It is 1804, the 
year Lewis and Clark began their famous voyage.  I am now a 
Sauk Indian standing tall looking out over the Mississippi Val-
ley from our Lookout Prairie.  The view from my vantage is 
totally unspoiled vast and awesome.  I scan the horizon and 
all below for any signs of activity.  Out of the corner of my 
eye I spot some movement and begin to focus on that move-
ment.  I soon recognize the movement as that of a small boat 
on the river.  I watch carefully and see that the boat is occu-
pied by two white men headed up river, probably to set up a 
beaver trapping operation further upstream.  I am anxious.  
What will their presence mean to me?  What will it mean to 
my people?  Should we drive these strangers from our lands 
or should we welcome them?   Then I think about the vast 
diversity of the prairie upon which I stand, and I think about 
how that diversity ought to apply to man as well, and so I 
begin to relax.  And I say to myself, “this is how it was meant 
to be and all is right with Mother Earth”.  

“Gramma Grass” (Finalist in 2015 TPE Photo Contest)
Photo by Nathan Marti
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Wood Lilies at Pleasant Valley Conservancy
Kathie Brock

Many years ago, when we started restoration work at 
Pleasant Valley Conservancy (PVC), I had also been 

volunteering at Black Earth Rettenmund Prairie (BE). Each 
June, we saw hundreds, no thousands, of wood lilies (Lilium 
philadelphicum, also called prairie lilies) in bloom at Black 
Earth, while we had none at Pleasant Valley, just a few miles 
away. My supposition was that while the remnant prairie hill-
sides at PVC had been grazed over the years, probably lightly, 
BE had probably not. It is across County Highway F from the 
former home farm, and is surrounded by agricultural 昀椀elds, 
so would have been di昀케cult to get stock to on a regular 
basis. Deer are also notorious grazers of lilies, and while 
Pleasant Valley o昀昀ers ready access to deer, Black Earth is pro-
tected by the fact that there is almost no cover for wildlife, 
except for the patch of woods at the far southwest corner of 
the property. We have never observed deer damage at Black 
Earth Rettenmund. 

I had obtained a collecting permit for BE so that I could 
harvest a variety of seeds to enrich the poor quality areas at 
BE and also to enhance the diversity of species at PVC. We 
routinely found a few seed pods of the lilies at Black Earth, 
and I began to use some of the seed to overseed at places 
that could be expected to host lilies at PVC. In the several 
years that I scattered lily seeds in the short grass areas 
where I hoped lilies would thrive, I saw only two lilies. These 
were short lived, since just one day after I 昀椀rst saw their 
wonderful 昀氀owers, they were gone—presumably browsed 
by deer—and have not been seen since.

We persevered, and about 5 or 6 (or 7?) years ago, we 
began planting the seeds more carefully. Instead of scatter-
ing them here and there in appropriate areas, we planted 
them in a more speci昀椀c manner. I call it “kni昀椀ng them in.” 
Using a sturdy steak knife, I slice a thin layer of soil (about 
1/16 to 1/8 inch thick and an inch or two in diameter) from the 
surface of a bare patch among the other plants in an area 
where the growth in general is not very tall. I take a small 

pinch of seeds and drop 4 or 
5 or so seeds onto the newly 
sliced area, and then cover 
them with the soil that was 
removed. A small scu昀昀 of 
the foot and a stomp will do 
that job well. The seeds are 
thus thinly covered and will 
overwinter well, hopefully 
sprouting their 昀椀rst tiny single 
leaf next year.

The number of seeds 
planted at each scrape will 
depend on seed quality. You 
can tell what proportion of 
the seeds are likely to be 
viable by looking closely at 
them. Viable seeds have a 
darker area at the center, while non-viable seeds do not. In 
our plantings we only see one or at the most 2 stalks grow-
ing to maturity. Planting too many viable seeds at one loca-
tion would presumably result in more stalks in one spot and 
reduce long-term health of the plants due to crowding.

We knifed in many spots the 昀椀rst year, and did more in 
succeeding years, and over the years I lost track of them, 
and essentially almost forgot we had done such a project, 
since I did not see any lilies at PVC. Lo and behold— this 
June (2015), we saw not one, not two or even a dozen, but 
53 sites with wood lilies in 昀氀ower! We marked each one with 
昀氀ags, and recorded location, quality, size, and as the season 
went on we noted pod production. It is to be noted that the 
lilies are really only visible when in 昀氀ower; as soon as the 
昀氀ower is gone, the plant is very hard to 昀椀nd. Therefore it was 
important that we 昀氀agged each one, so that we could 昀椀nd 
the pods when they ripened. We hand-pollinated some of 
the 昀氀owers and not others, to see if pod formation bene昀椀ts 
from this assistance. Lilies are said to need cross pollination, 
being unable to self-pollinate. Our small experiment did not 
show any di昀昀erence in pod success between hand and self-
pollinated plants. 

With 54 pods collected this year, we have more than 
adequate seed to plant more lilies. We have our knives at the 
ready, and in only a few to several years, we should have lots 
and lots more lilies!

Planting seeds by kni昀椀ng them in has resulted in much 
greater success than simply broadcasting the seed in appro-
priate areas. It is more work to plant them in this way, but 
the bene昀椀ts are well worth it. We have tried to grow seed-
lings and transplant them, but this takes as many years for 
the plant to mature, and it is di昀케cult to keep track of the 
plants. Also, transplant success is not guaranteed.  One could 
buy mature bulbs, but the price is understandably prohibi-
tive for any large area. The main requirement for using seeds 
is the willingness to wait six to seven years to see results. 
Patience!

Wood lily pods. The larger pods 
have more and better seeds. The 
smaller ones often have seeds 
with no endosperm and there-
fore poorer germination rates.   
Photo by Kathie Brock

Wood lillies (Lillium philadelphicum)     Photo by Kathie Brock
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February 20, 2016

Alliant Energy Center Exhibition Hall, Madison, WI

Hosted by the Empire-Sauk Chapter

Join us for our annual gathering of volunteers, 
landowners, professionals and scientists from 
across the Upper Midwest to share our knowl-
edge and passion about protection, restora-
tion and management of prairies and oak 
savannas. 

The program includes educational sessions on 
the basics of prairie and oak savanna ecosys-
tems, the latest fascinating scienti昀椀c research 
results, and practical tips from experienced 
management and protection experts. The con-
ference also provides an opportunity to meet 
and re-connect with other Prairie Enthusiasts 
from all our local chapters in Wisconsin, Illinois 
and Minnesota. 

This year’s conference features two exciting 
plenary talks. Prof. Ellen Damschen will speak 
about her research on how global changes 
(including climate) a昀昀ect the movement and 
distribution of plant and animal species of 
local prairie and oak savanna systems. In our 
keynote address, Dr. Curt Meine and Chloris 
Lowe will tell the amazing story of the Sauk Prai-
rie, including its natural and human history and 
future from both First Nations and European 
perspectives. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

“Connecting and Caring for the Land”

“When we see land as a community  
to which we belong, we may begin  
to use it with love and respect.”

Aldo Leopold  
A Sand County Almanac  (1949) 

28th Annual Prairie Enthusiasts  
Conference and Banquet
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     Conference Schedule

 8:00 am Conference registration
 8:30 am Welcome

 8:45 am Opening plenary address -
   Global Change Impacts  

on Species Movement & Persistence
    Ellen Damschen

 9:30 am Break

 9:45 am Conference talks (3 tracks)

 12:00 pm Lunch
 12:45 pm Keynote address -

The Story of Sauk Prairie
    Curt Meine & Chloris Lowe

 1:45 pm Break

 2:00 pm Conference talks (3 tracks)

 3:30 pm Break and poster session

 4:15 pm Interactive workshops
   Managing invasives
   TPE’s new website & outreach initiative

 5:00 pm Social mixer 

 6:00 pm Banquet dinner

 7:00 pm TPE awards and closing remarks

 7:30 pm Conference close

Fifteen talks will be presented in three concurrent tracks:

• The Science track will feature research results on topics including e昀昀ects of 昀椀re 
and other management practices on insects, a re-survey of the Curtis sites and 
studies using tree rings and 昀椀re scars to elucidate site histories. 

• The Education track will include general-interest talks on basic prairie ecology, 
soils, grassland birds and e昀昀ects of 昀椀re and grazing on plant diversity. 

• The Management/Preservation track will focus on practical topics, including 
planting diversity, working with seedlings, oak savanna restoration, the  
historic Thomas Barn and the basic elements of land protection.

This year’s conference will also include posters presented by researchers,  
students and members with the latest prairie and oak savanna science and  
management techniques .
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Raffle & Silent Auction

Once again attendees 
can participate in the 
annual Ra昀툀e & Silent 
Auction fundraiser for 
our local TPE chapters. 
There are typically 
over 150 items you can 
bid on or win with a 
$1 ra昀툀e ticket! And 
the diversity of items 
makes this an exciting 
event -- we have had 
skulls, pottery, art-

work, furniture, food items, beer, wine and tickets 
to the theater. Ra昀툀e tickets will be for sale and 
items can be viewed throughout the day, and bids 
will end at 4:15 pm. 

If you wish to donate items for the Ra昀툀e & Silent 
Auction, they must be registered by February 15, 
2016. Contact your chapter chairperson or Evanne 
Hunt (eahunt@pressenter.com) for information on 
registering your items.

Featured Speakers

Ellen Damschen     Associate Professor in the Department of Zoology at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison. As an ecologist and conservation biologist, her research 
is focused on how local and regional ecological processes a昀昀ect species diversity, 
with a particular emphasis on how human-induced global changes a昀昀ect their relative 
importance. She received her PhD in Zoology from North Carolina State University.

Curt Meine     Senior Fellow at the Aldo Leopold Foundation and adjunct professor at 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Author of Aldo Leopold:  His Life and Work. A long-
time member of TPE, he has been involved for many years advocating for the use of 
the former Badger Munitions Plant as conservation land. He received his PhD in Land 
Resources from the UW-Madison. 

Chloris Lowe     Principal at Lowe Consulting. Works with policymakers, entrepre-
neurs, board members and leaders of corporations and small businesses with stra-
tegic planning, communications, and organizational development and change to 
successfully access and work with Indian Country. He is a member of the Sky Clan of 
the sovereign Ho-Chunk Nation, where he served as president until 1997.

Exhibitors

Exhibitors at the Conference will include land man-
agement service providers as well as suppliers of 
seeds, supplies and equipment for prairie and oak 
savanna restoration. TPE’s merchandise table will 
o昀昀er tote bags, t-shirts, hats, books, our ever- 
popular Parsnip Predator and other items.

TPE Photo Contest

Finalists from the Annual TPE Photo Contest will 
be on display. Attendees will vote for their favorite 
photo, and the winner will be used for the cover of 
our 2015 Annual Report. Full details & contest rules 
are available at www.ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org.
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Directions 
The Alliant Energy Center is located o昀昀 
Highway 12/18 (the Beltline), exit 262 
(Rimrock Road). Enter at the Main Gate 
o昀昀 of Rimrock Road. Park (at no charge) 
in the lot in front of the Exhibition Hall.

Hotel Accomodations
Blocks of rooms have been reserved at two nearby hotels. 
Contact the hotels to reserve  a room by January 19, 2016.

Clarion (2110 Rimrock Road) (608) 284-1234
Next to Alliant Energy Center, but more expensive

Super 8 (1602 W. Beltline Highway) (877) 361-2508
Low cost but 1.6 miles away from Center 
Use con昀椀rmation number 86097631 to reserve a room

# $ Each $ Total
Conference

MEMBER (Early Bird) X $60 =

MEMBER (after Jan. 22) X $70 =

STUDENT* X $25 =

NON-MEMBER* (Early Bird) X $85 =

NON-MEMBER* (after Jan. 22) X $95 =

Banquet

BANQUET DINNER X $30 =

Stu昀昀ed chicken breast and linguine 
with seasonal vegetables

Roast pork with cranberry wild rice 
and green beans

Stu昀昀ed portabello mushrooms in 
pastry with seasonal vegetables 

TOTAL

* Includes 1 year membership with TPE.

Madison

Alliant Energy 
Center

90

94

94

90

14

14

12

18

151

151

Conference Details
On Friday, February 19 from 5:30 - 8:00 pm 
we will have a social gathering. The loca-
tion and directions will be sent with your 
registration con昀椀rmation.
The conference fee includes a co昀昀ee and 
pastries in the morning break, a bu昀昀et 
lunch and afternoon snack. All attendees 
are invited to the optional social mixer 
(with cash bar) and to attend the dinner 
banquet (see menu options below).

Registration
Please register for the 2016 Annual Con-
ference and Banquet by 昀椀lling out the 
form at right and mailing it with a check 
for the total amount made out to “The 
Prairie Enthusiasts”.

You may also register online with PayPal 
or a credit card at:

www.The PrairieEnthusiasts.org

Deadline for registration is  
February 10, 2016

Send registration con昀椀rmation by: 

 Mail       Email

Questions? Contact Chris Kirkpatrick at 
executivedirector@ThePrairieEnthusiasts.org 
or 608-638-1873.

The Prairie Enthusiasts 
P. O. Box 824 
Viroqua, WI 54665

Attendees: _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Street: _____________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ____ Zip: ________

Email: _____________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

www.The PrairieEnthusiasts.org
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TPE & Conservation Field Lose Two Legends
Brad Glass
Jack Kussmaul

The Prairie Enthusiasts 
mourns the passing of a 

long-time supporter and former 
board member, Bradley Glass, 
of Spring Green, WI, who died 
August 6, 2015 in Dodgeville, WI. 

Brad had a long and distin-
guished career. Born in the Chi-
cago area in 1931, he graduated 
from Princeton University in 
1953. While at Princeton he was 
an NCAA heavyweight wrestling 

champion in his sophomore year and was an All American 
defensive guard on the 1950 football team.

He joined the navy and was a member of the Under-
water Demolition Team, now known as the Seals. He then 
graduated from the University of Michigan Law School. 
Following graduation he practiced law on the north side of 
Chicago before going into politics where he served as a State 
Senator in Illinois.

In 1987 Brad and his wife, Barbara, moved to Wisconsin, 
where Brad resumed law practice in Dodgeville. They built a 
beautiful prairie style home on a large acreage they acquired 
south of Dodgeville, with rather spectacular views overlook-
ing the Wisconsin River valley. They devoted endless time 
and energy restoring prairie and savanna on the property.

Always civic and conservation minded, Brad served as 
President of the local Kiwanis and Habitat for Humanity. 
He served on the boards of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway, 
Driftless Area Land Stewardship and The Prairie Enthusiasts. 
Until the last couple of years Brad and Barbara were among 
the most active members of the Southwest Chapter and the 
most dependable participants in chapter work parties. Brad 
was an inspiration to many of us. His passing leaves a hole 
in our group and will miss him very much. Our thoughts are 
with Barbara and his family.

Gene Roark
Mark Martin

Eugene M. Roark, a life-long 
Madisonian, passed away 

at the age of 84 on October 
24, 2015.  Gene studied Con-
servation Journalism for a 
M.S. degree.  He worked for 
the Department of Natural 
Resources for many years in sev-
eral capacities, and for a number 
of years was in charge of the 
state tourism program.

Gene had a lifelong interest 
in nature and the environment. He was a proud Wisconsinite 
and was devoted to preserving its natural landscape and 
beauty. He was involved with many environmental organiza-
tions and often held positions of responsibility as a volunteer. 
He joined the Madison Audubon Society about 70 years ago 
as a teenager and was active when they purchased Goose 
Pond Sanctuary. In the 1950s, he joined the Dane County 
Conservation League and became a board member and later, 
president. Over the years he became an active member of 
many organizations, typically as an o昀케cer, trustee, commit-
tee chairman, newsletter editor or as a liaison with the Wis-
consin Legislature. These organizations include, among many 
others: Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Natural Heritage 

Land Trust, Wisconsin Wetlands Association, Invasive Plants 
Association of Wisconsin, 1000 Friends of Wisconsin, Wiscon-
sin Woodland Owners Association, The Prairie Enthusiasts, 
Gathering Waters, and The Nature Conservancy.

Gene was most proud of his e昀昀orts to help establish 
The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin along with Dr. Hugh 
Iltis and Dr. Joseph Hickey in 1960. He served on the Conser-
vancy’s Board of Trustees for 24 years from 1960 to 1984. 
He was Chairman of the Board for three years from 1978-81. 
The Wisconsin Chapter awarded Gene its highest honor, the 
Outstanding Achievement Award in 1998.

Gene and his wife and two sons own a tree farm in 
Richland County where they practice sustainable usage. They 
have planted thousands of trees, created a small prairie, 
encourage wildlife and continue with the 昀椀ght against inva-
sive species. 

On May 2, 2015, Gene was honored with his election into 
the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame for his commitment 
to our state’s natural resources. This was a 昀椀tting tribute to 
his lifelong work and love of the land. Gene is survived by 
his wife, Jean, of 62 years and their sons, David and Michael, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Gene will also be 
missed by his many conservation friends.
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Northern harrier at Mounds View Grassland.  Photo by Eric Preston

Empire-Sauk

Northern Harriers  
at Mounds View Grassland
Eric Preston

I’m probably out at TPE’s Mounds View Grassland in Iowa 
County, WI working and photographing at least once a week, 
sometimes more frequently.  This year I saw adult male and 
female Northern Harriers 昀氀ying over the grassland into early 
June. On August 9 I saw and photographed a juvenile North-
ern Harrier 昀氀ying west over the main Schurch-Thomson unit 
valley, and then back east, out of view.

I never found a nest, and while seeing a juvenile harrier 
at this time of year doesn’t con昀椀rm breeding for a location 
for the the Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas, there is a high like-
lihood that they bred either within the Mounds View Grass-
land property of almost 600 acres or very close by. They 
de昀椀nitely use Mounds View for hunting and recreation.

Con昀椀rmed breeding records of Northern Harrier in 
southwest Wisconsin are very rare. They require large, undis-
turbed grassland areas in which to breed and raise young.

It’s been a real treat to see harriers and other uncommon 
grassland birds at this important TPE property.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. Robert Kremer, one of the keynote speakers at the TPE 
Annual Conference last March, has co-authored a new paper, 
“Soil Microbiota of the Prairie,” published in the Missouri 
Prairie Journal.  Continuing his work on native prairie soils 
that he says “host the most diverse communities of soil 
microorganisms in any terrestrial ecosystem on earth,” Kre-
mer explains how measurements of very large numbers (i.e. 1 
billion bacteria/gram of soil) of microorganisms can be deter-
mined using biomarkers.  Results show that native unburned 
prairie and burned prairie are almost equal in total microbial 

biomass, whereas a ‘reconstructed’ prairie measured even 
20 years after last tillage has considerably less.  The full soil 
microbiota article can be accessed at www.moprairie.org/
wp-content/uploads/mpj/MPJ-2015-v36.3-Missouri-Prairie-
Journal.pdf,

It’s worthwhile to note that the Missouri Prairie Journal 
has twelve years of archived articles, many of which will be 
of interest to prairie enthusiasts everywhere:  www.moprai-
rie.org/what-we-do/prairie-journal-archive/ 

Coulee Region

Potluck & Field Trip Offered Social  
and Learning Opportunities
Jim Rogala

Coulee Region members Mary Lee and Lloyd Croatt hosted 
a potluck as part of the chapter meeting on September 19. 
Following the potluck, the group toured the Croatt’s prop-
erty to look at recent brush and tree clearing on their prairie 
and savanna remnant. The work was done by a contractor 
as part of the Hill Prairie Initiative project funded by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
Program. Attendees used the opportunity to discuss various 
management practices and enjoy the progress made by the 
contractor.

Photo by Eric Thomsen

CHAPTER NEWS

www.moprairie.org/wp-content/uploads/mpj/MPJ-2015-v36.3-Missouri-Prairie-Journal.pdf
www.moprairie.org/wp-content/uploads/mpj/MPJ-2015-v36.3-Missouri-Prairie-Journal.pdf
www.moprairie.org/wp-content/uploads/mpj/MPJ-2015-v36.3-Missouri-Prairie-Journal.pdf
www.moprairie.org/what-we-do/prairie-journal-archive/ 
www.moprairie.org/what-we-do/prairie-journal-archive/ 
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Prairie Bluff

Tom Mitchell

Prairie Blu昀昀 Chapter thanks Jim Freymiller for handling the 
sales and shipping of Parsnip Predators.  Jim has shipped 
237 shovels since August, 2014, to places from the Atlantic 
(Owl’s Head, Maine) to the Paci昀椀c (Coos Bay, Oregon) and to 
all corners of Wisconsin.  Sales peaked this summer with a 
single-month record 69 sold in June.  Jim receives the orders 
via email from the TPE website, packages them and mails 
them from the Monroe post o昀케ce.  He also works with the 
organization and chapter treasurers to track payments.  This 
unique tool was designed by Blu昀昀er Rob Baller and modi昀椀ed 
by Nick Faessler for the removal of the invasive wild parsnip – 
slicing through the taproot below ground – but it is useful for 
the extraction of many other weeds.

Longtime prairie enthusiast Fred Faessler has stepped 
up to volunteer as the site steward for Briggs Wetland, a 
24-acre wet prairie near Beloit.  Over the past year he has 
cut and treated brush, then stacked and burned brush piles.  
As site steward he will be responsible for organizing work 

Northwest Illinois

For chapter news visit our website www.nipes.org.

Parrish Savanna Dedication
Scott Fulton

On October 24, the chapter held a dedication event for TPE’s 
Parrish Savanna site in Blue Mounds, WI, which has also been 
named as a Wisconsin State Natural Area. Around 45 people 
attended on a cloudy but colorful autumn day.

In the 1960’s this site was recognized as ecologically sig-
ni昀椀cant by Prof. Orie Loucks, a botanist at UW-Madison and 
friend of the property owners, Roland and Avis Parrish. They 
called the site Talinum Ridge after the fame 昀氀ower (Talinum 
regospurmum) which Prof. Loucks identi昀椀ed on site. The 
property was inherited by Avis Parrish’s grandchildren Kurt 
Stiemke, Don Stiemke, and Kristin Hardesty in 1996.

In the early 1980s, Ken Wade and Tom Wise rented the 
1968-era A-frame on the site from the Parrish family. Tom 
cleared brush to bene昀椀t the natural community. TPE’s Rich 
Henderson introduced UW student Brian Pruka to the site in 
1992, and Brian conducted research on oak savanna species 
response to light for his MS thesis (UW-Madison, 1994). 

Ken Wade eventually purchased the property across the 
road, known as Pleasure Valley, on which TPE now holds a 
conservation easement. Beginning in 2003, he has conducted 
prescribed burns with TPE volunteers on the property and 
worked on invasive plant removal. The site is now at the 
northern end of a continuous chain of conservation land and 
easements stretching southward to Blue Mounds State Park.

In December 2013, TPE purchased the site with funds 
provided by the owners, Ken Wade and Patricia Trochlell, the 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund and the Dane County Con-
servation Fund.  A fund for site management was established 
by Ken and Patricia, who continue to serve as site stewards.  

Top - Event at the A-Frame (soon to be removed).  Photo by Rob Baller
Bottom - Chuck, Don & Sabra Stiemke (grandsons & daughter of Avis 
Parrish).     Photo by Diane Hills

Glacial Prairie

Alice Mirk

We have had a busy quarter at Glacial Prairie Chapter. We 
continue to support WI DNR work parties on Southern 
Kettle Moraine State Natural Area, with members turning 
out to areas such as the Blu昀昀 Creek, Young Prairie and Kettle 
Moraine Oak Opening to work on invasive species control 
and seed collecting. Our members make signi昀椀cant contri-
butions to other volunteers that turn out for these events, 
including students from the UW Whitewater Ecology Club 
and others. It is exciting to see large numbers turn out to 
help preserve these protected areas. 

We regularly also continue to work as a group on Allen 
Creek SNA and Willowbrook Conservancy. We also have 
been busy with the education part of our mission as a 
chapter of TPE. In September Walter Mirk again presented 
to three second grade classes at Frank Elementary School in 
Kenosha. The kids particularly  liked the sounds that accom-
panied some of the slides, including bison and hog nosed 
snakes. They also liked the dance of male prairie chickens 
with sounds that were perfect for this age group! This fall 
Walter will also present to the Mayville School 昀椀fth and 
sixth grades, using a slightly more advanced slide show. This 
school has a prairie and the Glacial Prairie Chapter is commit-
ted to working with students on the school prairie to ensure 
that it can be used as an e昀昀ective teaching tool. 

The chapter is also working with sta昀昀 from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to promote monarch butter昀氀y habitat. 
We identi昀椀ed four prairies that would be suitable for the 
further development of monarch habitat: Prairie Home Cem-
etery in Waukesha, Wehr Nature Center in Franklin, Mayville 
Middle School Prairie in Mayville (Dodge County) and River 
Bend Nature Center in Racine. All of these sites have been 
approved by the USFWS, and we are now waiting for the seed 
to arrive so we can assist with plantings.

www.nipes.org
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parties and conducting prescribed 昀椀res.  Briggs was acquired 
in 1994 with the assistance of the Natural Lands Institute of 
Rockford, Illinois, through the initial e昀昀orts of Rob Baller and 
Beloit College botany professor Richard Newsome.

Another shout-out to Heidi Hankley and Jim MacDonald 
for organizing and leading a series of seed collecting work 
parties over the summer at two units of the York Prairie 
State Natural Area in northwest Green County.  Heidi and 
MacD have scouted out Marbleseed, Hoppe, and Weber Prai-
ries and directed volunteers to the most productive areas as 
the seeds have matured over the past few months.  This seed 
is used to plant prairie at Stau昀昀acher Prairie SNA across from 
the Gap Church on Highway 59 between Albany and Monroe.  
This is the third year that volunteers in Jared Urban’s SNA 
volunteer program have collected seed for this site, which is 
being converted from agriculture 昀椀elds to prairie plantings.

TPE Sticker Project
Gary Eldred

On August 24, I joined John Ochsner, Tom Mitchell, and Chris 
Roberts for a walk about on Muralt prairie in Green Co, WI.  
The hike was to discuss the tremendous amount of brush 
cutting the hard working Prairie Blu昀昀 chapter volunteers 
had accomplished this summer. Very impressive!  During our 
conversation, a discussion of the Prairie Enthusiasts’ need 
for some kind of advertising came up.  Several ideas were 
discussed, but we came up with the idea that the Prairie Blu昀昀 
chapter and the Southwest chapter might be willing to pool 
funds and pay for, perhaps a thousand car window stickers 
to be given to TPE’s members at no cost.  

Our idea was discussed at the TPE board meeting in 
October and Nick Faessler, TPE Treasurer and I were given 
the thumbs up to pursue the idea.  In discussing the project, 
Nick and I hit upon the thought of making this a project that 
all eleven chapters could participate in regardless of how 
much they might want to donate.  To our great delight all 
eleven chapters wanted to be part of our sticker project!  
Nick ordered 2500 window stickers. The stickers were distrib-
uted with the annual appeal letter, and all our TPE members 
will hopefully begin displaying TPE’s logo and spreading the 
word about the great conservation work we are all doing.  

If anyone has any other thoughts or ideas about other 
joint projects that our network of TPE chapters might be 
interested in working together on contact Nick Faessler at 
608-214-3852 or Gary Eldred at 608-375-5271.

Prairie Sands
by Ray Goehring

Chapter  & TNC Develop Management Plan 
for Page Creek Marsh
Four Prairie Sands Chapter members met with Hannah Spaul, 
the Wisconsin Land Manager for The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) on September 28 to discuss the Page Creek Marsh 
Preserve management plan that Prairie Sands has been pre-
paring and to report on the work the chapter has been doing 
over the last three years.

Both the report and the management plan received 
enthusiastic support from TNC along with an o昀昀er from TNC 
to provide additional resources for Page Creek annually if 
Prairie Sands members continue to show strong support.

A work day partnering Prairie Sands volunteers with a 
team contracted by TNC from Quercus Land Stewardship 
Services to remove encroaching honeysuckle was scheduled 
for October 20th and 21st, with Prairie Sands agreeing to 
provide lunches for all volunteers and to advertise the work 
day in the newspaper.

In addition, Prairie Sands strongly felt it was time to 
return 昀椀re to Page Creek.  Hannah agreed, and a plan will be 
put in place to prepare for a fall 2017 burn. This burn would 
encompass most of the Unit 4 area in which Prairie Sands 
has been working and TNC will establish a new 昀椀re break for 
a portion of that area with Prairie Sands agreeing to keep it 
free of woody debris. 

Hannah also demonstrated EDDMaps, an invasive species 
reporting and mapping app adopted by TNC, and o昀昀ered to 
loan Prairie Sands a tablet with the required software so they 
could more easily report invasive species at Page Creek.

All in all it was a great opportunity for the Prairie Sands/
TNC partnership to talk face to face, plan for the future of 
this amazing natural area and learn about EDDMaps. 

Laurel Bennett, the Prairie Sands Chapter leader on this 
project, said “It’s a slow process but we feel good that we 
are making a di昀昀erence at Page Creek and can do even more 
with the additional support.”  Other Prairie Sands members 
in attendance were David and Shelley Hamel and Cathy Franks.

15 Fewer Acres of Honeysuckle  
Thanks to Chapter Efforts
Prairie Sands Chapter, as part of their ongoing 3-year col-
laboration with The Nature Conservancy of Wisconsin at 
Page Creek Marsh, held workdays this past October 20th 
and 21st at the Marquette County preserve.  Laurel Bennett, 
from Prairie Sands Chapter, working closely with Nature 
Conservancy’s Hannah Spaul and Quercus Land Stewardship 
Services, led a team of volunteers for two long but reward-
ing days of cutting and stump-treating honeysuckle. 

“We had gorgeous weather, great company and beauti-
ful scenery. We found 3 badger burrows and had seemingly 
hundreds of geese pass over and serenade us as we were 
eating lunch. Some folks would pay for that experience!” 
said Laurel in her post workday report.
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Southwest Wisconsin

Borah Creek Bird Survey
Charles & Gretel Winterwood

A 昀椀ve minute point bird survey was conducted at Borah 
Creek Prairie in Grant County on June 16, July 15 and August 
4, 2015. The following birds were seen or heard:

She extended her thanks to those dedicated volunteers 
that came out and helped, especially those that showed 
up two days in a row.  She said, “David and Shelley (Hamel) 
were awesome, working hard and bringing tasty apple crisp 
for dessert both days.... Dale (Johnson) introduced himself 
to Prairie Sands in a big way, also helping out both days. Bill 
(Andresen) squeezed in a morning’s work each day before 
heading home for an afternoon of exterior painting. And 
Cathy (Franks) was her usual cheerful, dedicated and beyond 
worker, full of questions for Quercus.  Martin (Schultz) gave 
up his power tools in exchange for a lopper and didn’t even 
complain while Fred (Wollenberg) just kept on working 
through the heat of a very long day of work.  Kathleen McG-
win was kind enough to document the crew and their work.”

Prairie Sands Chapter provided sub sandwiches both 
days to all those who volunteered.

Top - Laurel Bennett talked to Prairie Sands Chapter volunteers before 
they began two days of work removing invasive species at the TNC-
owned Page Creek Marsh State Natural Area.

Bottom - TPE volunteers working with the Quercus crew cutting brush 
before herbicide application to cut stumps.

Photos by Kathleen McGwin

Ring-necked Pheasant Killdeer
Willow Flycatcher Sedge Wren
Brown Thrasher Gray Catbird
American Robin Mourning Dove
Cli昀昀 Swallow Barn Swallow
Tree Swallow American Crow
Common Yellowthroat Blue Jay
Northern Cardinal Indigo Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird Eastern Meadowlark
Dickcissel American Gold昀椀nch
Grasshopper Sparrow Clay-colored Sparrow
Field Sparrow Song Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow

A total of 25 species of birds were observed. The only 
con昀椀rmed nesting was of Grasshopper Sparrows. There 
were 3 points that were counted: one in pristine prairie, 
one in prairie degraded with Spotted Knapweed and Queen 
Anne’s Lace and the third in a brome 昀椀eld near a rock 
outcropping near the entrance. Bobolinks and Grasshop-
per Sparrows preferred the pristine prairie during nesting 
season but moved to the degraded prairie after the young 
昀氀edged. Woodland species preferred the trees adjacent to 
the pristine prairie. Meadowlarks and  Dickcissels preferred 
the Brome grass. Swallows and Red-winged Blackbirds were 
common in all 3 areas.

Fall Work Party at Sime Bald
Rose Sime

We couldn’t have asked for a better day in mid-November 
and 16 folks agreed by spending the morning working at the 
Sime Middle Bald in Boscobel, WI removing honeysuckle, 
buckthorn, barberry and small trees from the overgrown 
prairie edge and woods.  This was sparked by the new fund-
ing opportunity as TPE is receiving $5,000 from the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service through their private lands program for 
monarch butter昀氀y habitat work.

The site hosts 4 di昀昀erent species of milkweed along with 
more than 120 native plant species. It has become overgrown 
in the last few years so the help of TPE members and friends 
was greatly appreciated.    A planned spring burn will further 
open the area to further restoration. 

Above - Intrepid TPE volunteer 
Jan Ketelle hard at work.

Left - TPE President Jack “Darth 
Vader” Kussmaul.

Photos by Rob Baller
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Spotted Knapweed Biocontrol
Jesse Bennett

Readers of The Prairie Promoter may recall that on August 9, 
2009 Jaye Max昀椀eld and I released 1,200 biocontrol insects at 
Borah Creek Prairie in an attempt to control Spotted Knap-
weed. Since then research continues to show these insects, 
Cyphocleonus achates and Larinus obtusus, being quite 
e昀昀ective at controlling Spotted Knapweed. After our 2009 
introduction, however, seasonal observations had failed to 
re-locate either of the insect species. Perhaps another re-
introduction attempt was in order? 

On July 24 2015, I set out with another batch of insects. 
Though we had missed 昀椀nding them in previous attempts, 
on that day our Larinus were out in full force; a sizable por-
tion of knapweed plants had insects on them and they had 
spread quite far from the initial four release sites. Though I 
still could not 昀椀nd a Cyphocleonus, this gave me con昀椀dence 
that our initial attempt was not a failure. I introduced one of 
the four properly-proportioned “releases” in the same area 
as I did in 2009 but the others I placed in three new release 
sites scattered widely across the preserve. 

...and now we wait.

St. Croix Valley

Evanne Hunt

Buffalo chips
TPE members Buck Malick and Therese Gibson and Bel-
win Conservancy Restoration Assistant Lynette Anderson 
collected bison chips (you know, poop) October 21.  The 
chips will be used for Prairie Days 2016 for a “chip throwing 
contest.”  The team collected about 40 chips and Lynnette 
generously o昀昀ered to let them dry over the winter at Belwin.

Seed picking
Chapter members were successful in picking seed at two 
locations this fall. At the Ogburn property (September 12), 
13 people picked leadplant, anise hyssop, round-headed 
bushclover, prairie blazingstar, and several other species. The 
Ogburn property is approximately 40 acres of exceptional 
remnant prairie -- potentially the highest quality in St. Croix 
county.  We thank Parker Ogburn for accompanying us!

At the Blueberry Hill restoration site (October 10), nine 
people picked prairie blazingstar, leadplant, 昀椀gwort, and 
other species.  

Thanks to all our volunteers!
Jan Amberson John Arthur Mike Perry
Alex Bouthilet Matthew Cihaski Bill Ramsden
Pamela Deerwood Mary Eiken Pat Ryan
Sue Gamson Evanne Hunt Russ Yttri
Burt Levy Doreen Lynch Peter Rayne
Rob McKenzie Dave Middleton Nate Wilson

We also want to thank Eric Sanden’s UW-River Falls class.  
Professor Sanden brought 32 students to our sites at Foster 
Cemetery, Alexander Oak Savanna, and Blueberry Hill to pick 

seed.  As you can imagine, they were quite thorough and we 
have a boatload of seed to scatter this winter in areas we 
clear of buckthorn and other brush.  

Pollinator Meeting in River Falls
The River Falls Rotary Club facilitated a meeting of the River 
Falls City Maintenance & Fire Departments, Master Garden-
ers and TPE to discuss the plight of pollinators in the area.  
Evanne Hunt attended the meeting and took the opportunity 
to explain the TPE mission and emphasize the importance 
of the entire ecosystem.  The attendees appeared eager for 
education on prairies and native plants that host pollinators. 

To meet the need, chapter member Alex Bouthilet is 
working with Evanne on a prairie plant presentation.  If suc-
cessful, this could turn into a series of presentations for all 
local residents. 

Prescribed burn
A large crew helped burn the 
north unit at Alexander Oak 
Savanna on Sunday, November 
8.  While only six acres, this 
“goat” prairie is step and rocky 
-- a real 昀椀tness challenge for 
everyone.

Mike Miller used the burn 
as a learning experience for his 
crew (Amanda French, Justin 
Berg, Lynnea Chelstrom, and 
Matthew Cihaski) of students 
from UW-RF. Each student 
rotated through driving the ATV, 
using the drip torch, and walk-
ing the 昀椀re line.  

DeScanctis Prairie Planting
The chapter is working with Missy Sparrow-Lien (WI-DNR) 
and Wendy Hill (St. Croix Bird Club) at the DeScantis Park 
prairie.  Informational signs on grassland birds and plants 
will be placed at the kiosk, residents were invited to collect 
seed in October, and the 昀椀re department was contacted to 
conduct a prescribed burn in the spring. 

Photo by Evanne Hunt

Photo by Evanne Hunt
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Lindsay Amiel, Waunakee, WI 
(Gift  from Ray & Rodonna Amiel)

Karen Anderson, Middleton, WI

Danny & Teresa Baker, Viola, WI

Diana Beck, Fond Du Lac, WI
Peter Bennett, Madison, WI

Alex Bouthilet, Star Prairie, WI

Juliana Broek, Ridgeway, WI

Applied Ecological Services, Inc, 
Brodhead, WI

Je昀昀 Carney, Stoughton, WI
Sarah Daggett, New Richmond, WI

Craig Elston, Hudsonville, MI

Mary J. Flisram, Monroe, WI

Eric & Mary Hamburg, Baraboo, WI

Je昀昀 Horn, Elizabeth, IL
William Hustad, Monticello, WI

Marsha Janota, Monona, WI

Steven Kahl, Deforest, WI

Kim Karcher & Sandra DeMars,  
San Jose, CA

Elvira Kau, Je昀昀erson, WI
Ann Kleckner, Brooklyn, WI

Scott Laeser, Argyle, WI
James & Pat Nack, Gelana, IL 

(Gift from NIPE)
Nicole Porter, Darien, IL
Michael Ramsdail, Beloit, WI

Peter & Hendrica Regez, Galena, IL

Michael & James Reinsbach,  
Fennimore, WI

Daniel Salvato, Darien, IL 
(Gift from Nicole Porter)

Melissa Schernecker, Columbus, WI

Debra Spencer, Apple River, IL
Eric Streicher, Madison, WI

Nina & Warren West, Cleveland, MN

Oliver Wieben, Madison, WI

The following people have joined TPE during the period August 1 - November 12, 2015. 

We thank the following who made a dontation to The Prairie Enthusiasts during the period August 1- November 12, 2015. 
These gifts are above and beyond membership dues and the annual appeal and are truly generous and appreciated.

$1,000 or more
Robert & Kathryn Richardson

$500 - $999
Peg Bredeson  

(For Avon Ridge acquisition)
Paul Roemer  

(For Avon Ridge acquisition)
Peggy & Jon Traver

$100 - $499
Ray & Rodonna Amiel  

(In memory of J.B. & Sarah Amiel)
Vance Baker

John & Diana Benson

Donn D’Alessio & Julie Hayward

John & Kay Day

Glenda Denniston
Gary Eldred  

(In memory of Chief Black Hawk and 
his people killed at Bad Axe)

Gerald Goth
Donald & Helen Hagar  

(In memory of Gail Adams)
Patrick Handrick

Pamela Heaney

Evanne Hunt  
(In memory of Patricia Tremaine)

Paul Kaarakka & Andrea Gargas  
(For Avon Ridge acquisition)

Gary Konkol
Kimberly Kreitinger & Eric Preston

Linda Lynch  
(In memory of Brad Glass)

Kevin Magee  
(In memory of Susan Connell-Magee)

William Mann & Mary Tremaine  
(In memory of Patricia Tremaine)

St. Francis of Assisi Congregation

Lytton Musselman
Paul Soderholm

Citizens Natural Resource

Kim Steward

Scott Weber & Mu昀昀y Barret
Russell Yttri

Under $100
Gary & Cindi Birch
Kay Bongers  

(In honor of Olive Thomson’s  
100th Birthday)

Kathleen Carlyle

Carol Hardin

John Ochsner  
(In memory of Gail Adams)

Mike Penn

Rachel Potter & Melanie Sax

Mary Kay Puntillo

Ron Schwartzlow  
(For Avon Ridge acquisition)

Thomas & Bonnie Sherman  
(In honor of John Thomson)

Kathleen Sulzer

Eleanor Wolf

Compass Club
The following are members of the 
Compass Club, who give $1,000 or 
more to TPE on an annual basis.

Gary Adams
Chuck Bauer & Chuck Beckwith

Thomas Ferrella

Evanne Hunt

Kimberly Kreitinger & Eric Preston

Mike Miller & Susan Goode
Bill Ramsden & Doreen Lynch
Paul & Linda Rode
Doug Steege & Kris Euclide

Olive Thomson

Peggy & Jon Traver

Collaboration
The chapter had several opportunities this summer and fall 
to work with other environmental organizations. If you are 
interested in helping with any of these projects, please let 
Evanne (715-381-1291) know. 

River Crest Elementary School
A teacher at the school requested that our chapter con-
duct a prescribed burn of their prairie planting.  In October, 
Mike Miller and Evanne Hunt met with interested teachers, 
administrators, and the 昀椀re department to tour the unit and 
discuss requirements for a spring burn.  

In the meantime, the teachers will include lessons on 
prescribed burning, grassland birds, prairie plants, and native 
pollinators in their winter and spring classes.  The 昀椀nale will be 
a burn during a school day so the students can watch.

Prairie Days 2015
Over 200 people joined TPE, the WI DNR, and the St. Croix 
Bird Club at Willow River State Park for Prairie Days on 
August 22.  Dr. Stanley Temple, Professor Emeritus University 
of Wisconsin, Madison spoke to a standing-room only crowd 
on “Aldo Leopold: Phenology and Climate Change.” During 
the morning there were guided nature hikes, buckthorn 
demonstrations and exhibits by nonpro昀椀t organizations.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

THANK YOU DONORS
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