THE PRAIRIE
PROMOTER

VOL 12, NO.2 Summer 1999

Celebrating twelve years of prairie conservation in the Upper Midwest

TPE ANNUAL MEETING
and PICNIC

The Southwest Chapter of The Prairie Enthusiasts
will host the summer picnic and annual meeting for
1999. The event is scheduled for Saturday, July 17
at Nelson Dewey State Park, just north of Cassville
on Grant County Hwy. V' V. We will meet at the
shelter house on top of the bluff at 12 noon for a
picnic meal. A state park vehicle admission sticker
is required. The annual meeting and election of
officers will follow the meal at approximately
1:30pm. The Southwest Chapter will provide the

~meat and accompaniments. Please bring a dish to

“pass, your tableware, and beverage of choice.

We have reserved the shelter house so that rain or
shine, the annual meeting will take place. Nelson
Dewey Park has a small but excellent dry prairie
that is worth a visit. There are trails you can hike
and camp sites are available. It is not a highly
used state park so there are usually sites

available, even at short notice. SEE YOU THERE!

SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN
CHAPTER FORMING

On March 27, a group met at the West Bend
Mutual Insurance Company’s headquarters to
discuss formation of a new TPE chapter. There is
a keen interest in starting a local TPE chapter so
that southeast Wisconsin TPE members will be
able to experience the advantages enjoyed by -
members in other chapters: learing about prairie
and savanna ecosystems through presentations
and field trips; learning how to plant prairies;
participating in management activities; developing

partnerships with schools, parks, and conservation
agencies, and with other conservation
organizations; and, networklng with other local
enthusiasts.

The proposed chapter will include Dodge, Fond du
Lac, Jefferson, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee,
Racine, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington and
Waukesha counties. Since the chapter area is
geographically large and has an extensive
population base, it is likely to evoive into two
chapters in the future.

~ At this time the primary focus will be the
. development of the local membership base. New

TPE member Jennifer Narang helped start the
process by arranging a TPE booth at four
Milwaukee area Earth Day events. Since then,
TPE brochures have been distributed at southeast
Wisconsin nature centers, the Horicon Marsh
National Wildlife Refuge and the Ice Age Trail

‘headquarters at Dundee. Plans are also in the

works to host an mformahonal/educatnonal event
early in the fall. '

Of course, the absolute number of new members
is not nearly as important as the recruitment of a
core group of committed individuals willing to
donate some time to help get the new chapter up
and running! If you are willing to help, please call
Jim Dworshack at 414-628-4656.
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The Pralrie Enthusiasts Is a grass roots
organization of volunteers which is solely
committed to the protection, management,
and restoration of native prairies and
savannas in the Upper Midwest. To date,
The Prairie Enthusiasts has protected over
1,000 acres that harbor at least & state or
federally protected species requisitions,
easements, and management agreements.

The Prairie Enthusiasts has a stewardship "

program which provides active
management to ensure the ongoing health
of protected sites. -

The Prairie Enthusiasts is actively
involved inplanting prairie on it's
properties and on other conservation fands
and has assisted both public agencies and
private groups in these efforts. Thus far,
more than 150 acres have been planted with
seeds of prairie plants from local sources.

In addition, The Prairie
Enthusiasts develop educational materials
and provide presentations on prairie and
savanna ecology, conservation, and
management for both children and adults.

The Prairie Enthusiasts was
incorporated in Wisconsin in 1987 as a
private nonprofit, tax exempt corporation
under section 501(c)3 of the Internal
Revenue Code. Donations are tax-
deductible.
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President’s Message

Last April | attended a meeting in
Stevens Point, Wisconsin sponsored by the
Wildlife Society and The Aldo Leopold Chapter of
the Society for Conservation Bnology It was an
extremely satisfying trip for me due to the fact that
The Prairie Enthusiasts was selected to receive an
award from the Society for Conservation Biology
for its outstanding contributions to preserving
Wisconsin's biological diversity.

| felt kind of selfish, thinking | was the only
TPE member there and the award was actually
due: to the efforts of many, many enthusiasts
throughout the entire organization. Unfortunately, |
had little opportunity to let others know about this
recognition prior to the event. | hope that you will
pause and reflect about this recognition, for it tells
us some important things. First, it tells us that our
concerns about the perils. to native species are
shared with others, and our years of work are
making a difference; second, it tells us our work is
crucial and will be increasingly important in the
future; and finally, it also tells us that others
- approve-of and support our work. We should all be
~ very proud of what we have accomplished.

At the meeting, several other awards were
given and notably Jeb and Barb Barzen received
an award for individual contributions to preserving
biodiversity. What a fine way to honor this couple,
who by the way, are also hard working, committed
TPE members!

This is the first award ever to be given to
TPE recognizing our work, and it has had an
inspirational effect on me. | want to thank the
Society for Conservation Biology for selecting us.

LANDOWNER GRASSLAND
RESTORATION FIELD DAY
SEPTEMBER 11, 1999

A field day is being held at Goose Pond
Sanctuary located near Arlington in Columbia
County for rural landowners interested in restoring
five or more acres of prairie.

Topics include field demonstrations, site
'selection, seed selection (grasses and
wildflowers), collecting, planting, and management.

This event is sponsored by tile Department
of Natural Resources, Madison Audubon Society,
Pheasants Forever, The Prairie Enthusiasts, and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

There is a fee for this workshop and pre-
registration is required. Contact Mark or Sue
Martin, Goose Pond Sanctuary, W7468 Prairie
Lane, Arlington, WI 63911, or e-mail
goosep@midplains.net. for a registration form.

MEMBER ALERT MEMBER ALERT

 Governor Nelson State Park
Restorations are Changing!

In the past few months, Governor Nelson
State Park has been undergoing a number of
facility development projects. These new
developments may be affecting the past and future
prairie and savanna restorations. As those who
have helped establish the restorations in the past,
you should be aware of the changes.

Since 1991, the Department of Natural
Resources, The Prairie Enthusiasts, Madison
Audubon Society, and area schools have restored
over 160 acres of native ecosystems at the park.
Hundreds of volunteers and park staff have
worked thousands of hours restoring and
maintaining prairie, savanna, woodland, and sedge
meadow communities....some of the most rare
ecosystems in the state. These restoration efforts
have transformed areas into colorful glimpses of
the pre-settlement landscape with the re-
introduction of over 200 species of native grasses

- and forbs. Rare grassland and savanna birds,




such as, bobolinks, grasshopper sparrows, and
orchard orioles have benefited from your efforts.

Until recently, the 380-acre "extensive use
area" of the park has remained relatively
undeveloped. As in many state parks, this area
serves as the more natural part of the park where
visitors can experience many aspects of nature.
This area contains the restored ecosystems,
abandoned fields/pastures, and 4.5 miles of
hiking/ski trails. The plan is to continue to restore
the remaining 220 acres of this area to native
ecosystems as well. However, the emphasis
appears to be changing to developing more
facilities in this area of the park. Three additional
“miles of trails were added to the original 4.5 miles
during November of 1998. Two miles of the new
trails were put in by mowing down prairie
restorations that you helped plant since 1988.

These additional trails have the potential to
cause further fragmentation of the open grassland
complex by increasing contact of grassland birds
with humans and their pets. Park staff are
considering adding more trails in the future. Other
possible considerations are the development of a

~ campground and a fenced dog run area.

>~ Governor Nelson has the potential-of -+ -
becoming a "showcase" prairie/savanna park.
Such a park can contain a recreational beach, boat
launch, and picnic area that is complemented by a
relatively undeveloped landscape of widely spaced
trails and natural ecosystems. Such a park will
contrast surrounding residential development with
the natural attributes of a landscape-scale native
ecosystem....something that an over-developed
"city-type" park cannot do. The same natural
attributes that distinguish a state park from other
-types of parks draw most people to the notion of
visiting it in the first place.

As people who have helped to restore.
those native ecosystems in the park, it is important
that you become aware of the changes taking
place. Please visit the park for yourself to see the
changes, then give your input to Governor Nelson
State Park and Department of Natural Resources
staff.

TPE FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1998
Alice Mirk

The books are closed for 1998, and our tax
statements to the state and federal government
are completed for another year..i have kept the
books now for a number of years, and it is with
quiet satisfaction that | look back on past years
and see the truly amazing growth of this ,
organization. We are still fairly small when you
compare us with other regional environmental -
organizations, and yet the growth in both people
and financial stability has been tremendous. We
have a membership base of 735 people, primarily
in the Upper Midwest. We send out 765
newsletters and to date have protected over 1,000
acres of prairie and oak savanna. Our educational
efforts continue to expand and our name is now
widely recognized as a viable organization in
Wisconsin and surrounding states. We still run the
organization on a completely volunteer basis, and |
rely a great deal on the chapter treasurers and
membership coordinators to help me keep the
books in order. They all do a fine job and | want to
take this opportunity to thank them for their
patience and attention to detail. :

Below is a financial balance sheet as of
December 31* 1998. In addition, | have created a
pie chart (see back page) that details where your
membership dues go. If you have any questions
about TPE finances, or would like a copy of the
Income and Assets statement, feel free to contact
me at AIMTPE@juno.com, or write to me at the
address on the back of this newsletter.

THE PRAIRIE ENTHUSIASTS INC.
BALANCE SHEET
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash in Checking $40,861.15
Cash in Clare Bank savings $4,989.92

Money Market $66,937.15
Total Liquid Assets $112,788.22
FIXED ASSETS .
Land and Equipment $73,208.10

Accumulated Depreciation  ($11,869.00)
TOTAL LIABILITIES $0 .
TOTAL ASSETS - $174,127.32




Hands Across the Water

Over the years, a number of us have received letters and telephone calls from individuals interested in
prairie reconstruction. In fact, that is what prompted TPE to publish An Introduction to the Talfgrass Prairies of
the Upper Midwest. In late 1998, we received yet another such request and promptly shipped a copy of the
aforementioned booklet to a grassland enthusiast in.... Novosibirsk, Russia! The recipient, llya Smelansky,
was kind enough to send three exquisite photographs of the steppes along with a copy of The Steppe
Bulletin, an impressive looking publication. We would be happy to hear from anyone who could transiate the
articles into English, as we have Mr Smelanski’s permission to reprint them in The Prairie Promoter. Mr.
Smelanski is eager to find ways in which prairie and steppe enthusiasts can work together. If you have any
ideas, you can write to him at: POB 547, 630090, Novosibirsk, Russia.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EMPIRE-SAUK CHAPTER SOUTHWEST CHAPTER

MEETINGS EVENTS

Tues., July 12 Chapter annual meeting and picnic Sat., Jul. 10 Brush cutting work party at Vale
at 6pm at Gov. Nelson State Park. Prairie at 10am.
(See story). Sat., Jul. 31 Brush cutting work party at

Thur.,, Sept.2 Chapter meeting, 7pm, Nature Heather’s Prairie at 10am.
Conservancy office, 633 West Main, Sun., Aug.8  Brush cutting work party at Thomas
Madison. Wet Prairie at 10am.

Thur.,, Nov.4  Chapter meeting, 7pm, Sauk City Sun., Aug. 15 Brush cutting and weed removal at
Public Library. Vale Prairie at 10am.

EVENTS Sat., Aug. 28 Brush cutting work party at

Thur., Jul.15 Field trip to Westport Drumlin and Heather's Prairie at 10am.
Koltes Prairies, 6pm. Contact Rich Sun., Sep. 5  Seed collecting and brush cutting on
Henderson 608/845-7065. Vale Prairie at 10am.

Sat., Jul. 24  Field trip to Rush Creek Bluffs and Sun., Sep.26 Brush cutting and weed control on
Hogback Prairie, 10am.to 3pm. Heather’s Prairie at 10am.
Contact Rich Henderson 608/845- note: For directions or further information
7065. regarding any of the work parties listed above,

Wed., Jul. 28 Field trip to Middleton area prairie see Southwest Chapter news.
and savanna restorations. Contact MEETINGS
Rich Henderson 608/845-7065. Sun., Aug. 15 Chapter meeting at home of Sue

Sat., Jul. 31 Field trip to Goose Pond Sanctuary Linder, 505 Airport Rd., Boscobel at
prairie restoration, 9:30am-noon. ipm.
Contact Mark and Sue Martin at Sun., Sep.19 Chapter meeting at home of Sue
608/635-4160. Linder, 505 Airport Rd., Boscobel at

Sat., Jul. 31 Field trip to Columbia County prairie 1pm.

e e remnants, 1pm-4pm. Contact Mark - - S -

and Sue Martin at 608/635-4160.

Sat., Aug. 14 Field trip to Black Earth and GENERAL CALENDAR
Mazomanie prairie remnants, 8am- Sat., Jul. 17  TPE Annual meeting at Nelson
11am. Contact Ken Wood at Dewey State Park at noon. (See
608/767-3343. article on first page).

Sun., Aug. 15 Field trip to Snapper, Fayville, and Fri., Aug. 13  Educator workshop for K-12
Bluejoint prairies state natural areas, Educators and Youth Leaders, at
1pm-4:30pm. Contact Mark and Sue Horicon Marsh. (See article below)
Martin at 608/635-4160. Sat., Landowner grassland restoration

Sun., Aug. 29 Field trip to Underwood/Nittany Knoll day at Goose Pond Sanctuary. (See
and Thomson prairies, 12:30pm- article on page 3).
4pm. Contact Rich Henderson
608/845-7065.

Sep. 11

Habitat is Where it’'s At!

Sat., Sep. 11 Field trip to Avoca and Spring Green
prairies, 9am-4pm. Contact Rich Educator Wor]ks]hlo]p
Henderson 608/845-7065. . . . :
PRAIRIE BLUFF CHAPTER : Horicon Marsh is sponsoring a Marsh Madness
MEETINGS Workshop for educators at Horicon Marsh Wildlife
Mon., Jul.5  Chapter meeting at Marshall Bluff Area on Friday August 13. Cost ranges from $10

Bowhunters Clubhouse, N7326

Marshall Biuff Rd, Monticello, 7pm.

to $20, depending on the books selected by the
registrant. Participants will explore the marsh and

Aug.3  Chapter meeting at the Bank of learn how to develop educational field trips and
Brodhead, 808, East Exchange, curriculums to conduct your own activities at
Brodhead, at 7pm. Horicon Marsh. For more information contact

Sep.7  Chapter meeting at Monroe Honey

Creek Park, 4" Avenue West,
Monroe, at 7pm.

Ranger Molly at 920-387-2658, Ext. 24.



EMPIRE-SAUK CHAPTER

Empire-Sauk Annual Meeting and Picnic.

The chapter's annual meeting, will take
place on Monday,.July 12, at 6:00 p.m. at Gov.
Nelson State Park. We will meet at the main picnic
(beach area) shelter for a potluck meal followed by
a brief annual meeting and then a tour of the 160-
acre restoration. The meeting will include
nominations and voting on the positions of
President and Secretary for the Empire-Sauk
Chapter. Bring a dish to pass and your own plate,.
beverage, and utensils. (Gov. Nelson State Park is
located 2 miles east of Middleton on Co. Hwy. M. A
state park admission sticker is required for-
vehicles.)

The restoratnon of natlve plant communities
at the park has been underway since 1988. To
date, over 160 acres of dry to wet prairies, oak
savanna, oak woodland, and sedge meadow have
been restored. Over 200 species of native plants
are present in the mixture of prairies and
savannas. This is a great opportunity for all
members to tour the restorations in full bioom and
to picnic with your fellow chapter members.

“Nominations  ‘Sought. " Nominations are

being sought for chapter President and Secretary
(each is a two-year term). Nominations ‘and
elections will be made by the general membership
at the annual meetmg on July 12™.

~ Any Ideas for Field Trips? In an effort to
provide more opportunities for our membership to
experience, enjoy, and learn about prairies and
oak savannas, the Empire-Sauk Chapter is trying
to provide a rich assortment of field trips (see
calendar of events). If you are interested in leading
field trips or you have ideas on sites to visit or
have suggestions of people to lead field trips,
please contract our chapter's trip coordinator, Mark
Martin at (608) 635-4160. The sites can be local,
statewide, or out-of-state. The trips can be 2 hours
on a weekday evening, half or a full weekend day,
or a full weekend with over night arrangements.
We are now planning for spring/summer 2000.

An Outstanding Burn Season for Empire-
Sauk Chapter. Burn season this spring got of to a
quick start in mid-March due to a warm and dry
spell. A few cool and wet periods after this slowed

things down a little, but enough dry days came
along in between for nearly all planned burns to he
accomplished by May |. As in the past, the chapter
was organized into two work units. One led by Jeb
Barzen worked in Sauk County and along the
lower Wisconsin River. The other led by Rich
Henderson and Paul West worked mostly in Dane
County. In all, 28 sites totaling 445 acres were
burned. Approximately 80 people volunteered to
help with organizing and conducting the burns.
About 2/3 actually made it out to at least one.
Thank you to all participants. The Dane County
unit burned a total of 248 acres spread over 13
sites. The Sauk unit burned a total of 197 acres
spread over 15 sites (19 ownerships), and had 398
hours put in by 38 volunteers.

Chapter Aids Verona Area High School Prairie
Restoration. The Empire-Sauk Chapter continues
to help the Verona students and teachers revitalize
and expand a 25-year school prairie planting that
was definitely in need of some attention. We
helped with a bum and donated an estimated
$1,000 worth of seed this past spring. ‘

NORTHWEST IL"‘LINoI_s .
CHAPTER

The NIPEs, through The Driftless Area
Partnership, (part of the lilinois Department of
Natural Resources' Conservation 2000
Ecosystems Program) has received funding for the
following projects.

Ecological Survey. During 1998, we
conducted a landscape scale survey of a 24 mile
stretch of the Apple River in JoDaviess County, to,
identify natural communities of high and mid-
quality, and to locate populations of state listed
plants and animals. We determined an ecologically
and logistically defensible boundary for the Apple
River Canyon Natural Area, and prepared maps
and supporting materials to assist local landowners
to better manage the natural resources of the
area. During the study, 129 natural areas were
identified.

Total C2000 Funds received: $19,370

Hill Prairie Renovation. During 1998,

invasive woody plants were removed from
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approximately 20 acres of hill prairie located within
JoDaviess County, lllinois. Landowners identified
in the 1993 IDNR sponsored JoDaviess County
Prairie Survey were contacted and asked to
participate. Sites were renovated on a first come -
basis as time and resources permitted. The work
was done by paid, skilled laborers.and supervised
by a volunteer ecologist. The work consisted of
cutting the plants and, as necessary, treating the
stumps and/or removmg the cuttings to a burn
area.
Total C2000 Funds receuved $8,750

~ Mobile Prairie Management Unit. We
have received the go-ahead to purchase
equipment for the long-term management of our
prairie remnants and restorations. We are now
compiling a 'shopping list' with some of the
following items: Transport Equipment (ATV or
tractor, Equipment Trailer) Planting Equipment
(Sprayer Boom, Harrow, Broadcast Seeder,
Cultipacker) Harvesting Equipment (Pull-type
Combine, Hand-held Seed Pickers) Processing
Equipment (Hammermill, Fanning Mill) Prescribed
Burn Equipment (Mower, Sprayer, Water Tank).
Total C2000 Funds received: $ 27,600

' Regional Planning Grant. A strategic

planning session for the Driftless Area Partnership
will be held to create strategies and action plans
for northwest lllinois. The one-day intensive
- planning session will include all the major
stakeholders. The Partnership has hired a
professional facilitator (Hall Healy) and a
profes$iona| writer (Elizabeth Mitchell) to conduct
the meeting and publish the planning document.
Total C2000 Funds received: $ 16,535

New Projects currently being considered for
funding:

Ecological Survey. The primary objective
is to complete an.inventory of natural resources in
the Galena River watershed, including high and
mid-quality natural areas, populations of-
endangered or threatened species of vascular
plants and vertebrate animals, and high quahty
habitat for reptiles and amphibians. A

‘secondary objective is to identify areas suitable for
natural resource protection and/or restoration. The
end-product will be a published report describing
the surveyed territory and its natural resources,
including detailed maps indicating the location of
ali significant resources, and a set of
protection/restoration recommendations. Estimated
Total Project Cost.......$ 28,900.

Conservation Easement. The purpose of
this project is to protect the substantial ecological
resources of Hanover Bluffs and to create a buffer
for the adjacent Hanover Bluffs Nature Preserve.
The land to be protected contains several special

~ habitats and many listed species of plants and

animals. It is adjacent to Hanover Bluffs Nature
Preserve (at the bluff top) and to Primm's Pond (on
the Mississippi River sand plain). Residential
development is currently proceeding in the area
and on the boundaries of the very lands to be
protected. _

This project would continué the landowners’
support for Hanover Bluffs Nature Preserve to
which they have already donated over 100 acres.
The development rights for three tracts on
Hanover Bluffs would be transferred from the
landowners to The Prairie Enthusiasts. All three
conservation easements would be perpetual and
would disallow activities detrimental to the natural
geology and ecology of the site. The total area to
be protected is 264.75 acres.

An endowment fund and a management
agreement would be established by the
landowners with the Prairie Enthusiasts to help
administer the easements.

Estimated Total Project Cost.......... $660,112.

Thank you to Jim Rachuy, NIPE president
and DAP.chairman, for making these grants
available to TPE. '

SOUTHWEST WI CHAPTER

Southwest Chapter Winter Work Parties
Vale Prairie. This Green County remnant was
purchased in 1992 and the 12 Y2 acre buffer zone
surrounding the 3 %z acre remnant is being
gradually returned to prairie. We have scheduled
three work parties to remove the woody vegetation
and weeds, and collect seed. If in doubt about
weather or site conditions, call Gary Eldred at
608-375-5271. _

Directions: From Hwy 69, turn east onto Hwy 39.
At Purinton Rd turn east. Proceed to
Schneeberger Rd and turn north 0.2 miles, take
the farm lane west (trees are on south side of lane,
and crop land is on north side).

Heather’s Prairie. Heather’s Prairie is a 15 to 20
acre prairie pasture in Grant County. The
Southwest Chapter has a management agreement

-with the owners and has intensified its efforts to




restore the site in recent years. Three work parties
are scheduled to remove woody vegetation and -
weeds. If in doubt about site or weather conditions,
call Gary Adams at 608-624-5797.

Directions: from Fennimore, take Hwy 18 west to
Pine Rd. Turn left (east) on Graham Rd., then right
(south) on Mt. Ridge Rd. to fire number 12109.
Thomas Wet Prairie. This 13.66 acre remnant
was TPE's first purchase. In 1988 we paid a mere
$4,700 for this wet prairie, one of the rarest of
prairie communities. One work party is scheduled
for brush cutting on this site.This remnant is
located along Grant County Hwy G, 7.5 miles
south of Muscoda, and 8 miles north of Hwy 18
(Hwy G intersects Hwy 18 2.0 miles west of
Montfort. If in doubt about site or weather
conditions, call Don Hagar at 608-647-6628.
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WHERE YOUR DUES GO

Stewardship fund 28%
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